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The Dublin City Development Plan 2016 – 2022 was made by the members of the City 
Council on 23rd September 2016 and came into effect on 21st October 2016 for a six-year 
period.  In accordance with the requirements of Section 15(2) of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 (as amended),   this report sets out the progress made in securing 
the objectives of the plan in last 2 years. 

The report is presented in 2 parts: 

Part 1 is a broad overview and context for the report and gives an update on implementation 
of the Development Plan.  In essence it encompasses Chapter 1 (Strategic Context) and 
Chapter 2 (Vision & Core Strategy) of the Development Plan 

Part 2, gives a summary update on each remaining chapter. Each specific objective is 
identified and progress on implementation has been recorded.  It should be noted that 
progress on the achievement of objectives involves coordination across a number of Dublin 
City Council departments and external agencies, and that many objectives are to be 
achieved over the lifetime of the Development Plan. 

 

Richard Shakespeare 
Assistant Chief Executive 
26th October 2018 



Part 1  

This section provides an overview of Chapters 1 & 2 of the City Development Plan 2016-
2022. 

Introduction 

The Dublin City Development Plan 2016-2022 is now in place for two years, and as required 
by the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended), this report marks a key point in the 
process of implementation of the Plan.    The City Development Plan, as described in the 
introduction, “provides an integrated, coherent spatial framework to ensure out city is 
developed in an inclusive way which improves the quality of life for its citizens, whilst also 
being a more attractive place to visit and work”.   

The core strategy of the Plan frames the overall policies and objectives within each chapter 
and is driven by the intent to fully implement the National Spatial Strategy (2002-2020), the 
Regional Planning Guidelines (2010-2022) and also the Government’s Smarter Travel- A 
Sustainable Transport Future (2009-2020). 

The core strategy is encapsulated in the vision of Dublin to create: 1. A Compact, Quality, 
Green Connected City; 2. A Prosperous, Enterprising Creative City; and 3. Creating 
Sustainable Neighbourhoods and Communities. 

The core strategy has three major strands (i) the Settlement Strategy; (ii) Employment and 
Enterprise Strategy and (iii) Local Economic and Community Plan.   

The settlement strategy for the city has a strong emphasis on consolidation of the existing 
city area, with major growth focussed on 18 Strategic Development and Regeneration Areas 
(SDRAs) within the City, making best use of existing and planned high quality public 
transport and social infrastructure. The settlement strategy details how the future population 
and housing needs of the City will be met over the life of the Development Plan, and is 
supported by the Housing Strategy contained in Appendix 2. The SDRA areas are central to 
meeting the growth need of the City in that they provide sustainable higher density new 
housing locations, supporting local communities and services.  

The enterprise strategy focusses on support Dublin’s’ role as a global city and primary 
economic driver of the State and on providing quality employment in sustainable locations 
for the residents of the city.  The SDRAs play an important role in the implementation of this. 

The Local Economic & Community Plan, as a statutory plan sets out goals, objectives and 
actions, and works alongside the City Development Plan.  Its actions, focussed on how the 
Council can best use its resources to support local community and economic development, 
works is integrated with the objectives of the Development Plan and plays an important role 
in the steps taken to successfully deliver the core strategy. 

 

Implementing the Core Strategy 

Since the adoption and coming into effect of the Development Plan, the City Council has 
been actively delivering on this vision.  Implementation takes a number of forms. Work has 
continued by the Council on providing the local planning framework for key development 
locations, particularly the SDRAs.  (see table below).  For each SDRA, the most suitable 
solution to the location in question has seen a series of LAPs, SDZs, masterplans and 
regeneration projects tenders being brought forward to enable new development, both 
housing, economic and social projects. (See Chapter 15 below).   



The development management process has a primary function with regard to the successful 
implementation of the City Development Plan.  The City continues to invest in resources and 
ICT infrastructure to provide a high quality service and meet the legal requirements of the 
Planning & Development Acts.  Dublin City has assessed a significant number of new 
housing developments and major new employment locations since the adoption of the Plan 
(over 5,300 applications) and worked on a growing number of housing and other strategic 
development applications that were applied to directly to an Bord Pleanala.  The largest of 
these has been within the North Lotts & Grand Canal Dock SDZ, including 50,000 sq. m. of 
commercial and 200 apartments on Sir John Rogerson’s Quay (Block 15), Boland’s Quay 
development at Barrow Street, and Block 8 on North Wall Quay with 60,000 sq. m. of 
commercial and over 250 apartments1.  Major SHD applications decided that the Council 
inputted into include Carnlough Road, Cabra (420 units) and St. Pauls, Raheny (refused), 
with a further 12 applications currently with the Bord at present.   

Other measures to implement the Core Strategy include:- 

LIHAF (Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund):  Funds has been secured to assist 
with the construction of a new Dodder Bridge and the completion of the Boulevard at 
Belmayne. 

URDF (Urban Regional Development Fund): 

Applications have been submitted for a number of projects by the closing date on Friday 28th 
September 2018. The URDF is a competitive bid-based exchequer grant programme that 
will operate on a multi-annual basis. The criteria for the bids are that they must be;  

 Public sector, and ideally local authority led, but may also include community 
and/or private sector partners; 

 Matched by at least 25% direct (public and/or private) funding from other 
sources; 

 Valued at a minimum of €2m, for the delivery and/or further development of 
innovative and transformational urban regeneration proposals; 

 A catalyst for development that would not otherwise occur; and 

 Likely to leverage significant further public and private sector investment.  

Applications for funding are for proposals that will be either ‘ready to go’ in 2019 (Category 
A) or will require ‘further development’ (Category B) and may be approved in principle for 
work to be undertaken that will enable Category A status in future calls.  

All proposals for funding will be assessed by an evaluation group, who will report to a 
management committee that will make recommendations to the Minister of Housing, 
Planning and Local Government.  

Having regard to the above criteria, 11 applications for URDF funding have been submitted. 
They are Parnell Square Cultural Quarter; Croke Park; Dalymount Park; Artists Workspaces; 
Inchicore/Kilmainham; Moore Street; Naas Road LAP lands; Park West/Cherry Orchard; 
Rutland Street; Santry Greenway and White Water Rafting, Docklands.  

They are all Category B applications. The total funding applied for is approximately €281 
million of which €111 million approx. is matched funding. 

                                                           
1
 All numbers have been rounded to the nearest 0 for the purpose of this report. 



Dublin Housing Task Force: The DHTF provide a quarterly update of residential construction 
activity for the 4 Dublin Local Authorities. 

Vacant Land:  Under the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015, DCC surveyed 1000 
vacant sites and currently there are 82 sites on the Vacant Sites Register. 

Changing Context 

Since the preparation of the Draft Development Plan and the making of the Plan by the 
Council, there have been a number of significant new sources of information, changes to 
Government policy and also increasing levels of pressure in certain policy areas, including 
housing.   

Census 2016 

At the time of preparing the Draft Plan, the most up to date Census data for research and 
baseline survey work was the 2011 Census.  The results of the April 2016 Census have now 
been fully published and are available.  The results provide vital information on population, 
housing and occupancy levels for the City, all of which input into the core strategy 
implementation and the Housing Strategy itself.  Overall Dublin (4 Council areas) increased 
in population from 1.27m to 1.35m, with the City area increasing by 5% to 553,165, from 
526,000 in 2011. 

Census 2016 revealed that the average number of persons per household recorded an 
increase for the first time since 1966. In 2011 there were on average 2.73 persons per 
households. The equivalent figure stood at 2.75 in 2016. 

The largest increase in average household size between 2011 and 2016 occurred in Fingal 
(2.92 to 3.03), followed by Dublin City where the average number of persons in a private 
dwelling increased from 2.40 to 2.48. Four counties (Fingal, Meath, Kildare, South Dublin) 
had at least three persons per household on average in April 2016. The long term projection 
is that household size will decrease. 

The growth in household size was confined to the urban areas (i.e. settlements with a 
population of 1,500 persons or more) with an increase from 2.64 to 2.69. However in rural 
areas, the downward trend in the average number of persons per household continued in the 
2011-2016 intercensal period (2.87 to 2.84). 

The number of occupied apartments (purpose built, converted and bedsits) increased by 
11.4% to 204,145 over the 2011-2016 period.  This accounts for 12% of all dwelling types in 
2016 (up from 10.9% in 2011).  Within the Dublin City local authority area, apartments 
(74,537) were the main dwelling type for the first time replacing terraced houses (74,446). 

Economic Development 

Economically since the making of the 2016 Plan, Dublin has seen continuing levels of growth 
in the economy and employment levels, with the employment rate for Dublin falling to 5.7% 
in Q1 2018 from a high of 14.2% in 2011, giving an employment figure of 685,400 people. 
34,500 additional people are employed in the past year.  This level of growth is also reflected 
in the growth of the construction sector with employment growth of 16.7% seen in the past 
year.  Dublin continues to rate highly in internationally published benchmarks in world 
competitiveness though the impact of the cost of housing and need for additional high quality 
public transport are issues flagged as needing investment2. 

                                                           
2
 Dublin Economic Monitor, Issue 14, Page 9. 



These levels of growth support delivery of Development Plan objectives, create new 
employment, support services and assist regeneration but also create new challenges.  The 
Council will continue to monitor the extent of growth and also the demand for employment 
development and how this is balanced with housing development as part of the research for 
the upcoming Development Plan.   

Policy Changes 

The two years since the making of the Plan has seen some significant changes in planning 
policy, which impact on the City Development Plan.  The most relevant are detailed below.   

National Planning Framework 

The NPF was launched by Government in February 2018 and replaces the National Spatial 
Strategy of 2002.  This updated national planning strategy places renewed emphasis on 
sustainable growth in cities and towns in providing for population and economic growth to 
2040.  Its publication is partnered by the publication of the National Development Plan 2040, 
which outlines a programme of investment in infrastructure to support the NPF. 

As a statutory document, Dublin City Council is required to implement the policies of the 
NPF within the Development Plan.  The NPF informs the policies of the regional level of 
plans, developed by the Regional Assemblies, and from this into each City and County 
Development Plan. 

Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) & Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan for 
Dublin (MASP) 

The Eastern & Midlands Regional Assembly is currently at the draft stage of preparation of a 
new regional plan for the region, which will set out a long term spatial planning direction for 
the Dublin area and surrounding counties and Midlands area.  Included in this RSES is a 12 
year horizon Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan for Dublin, which will give greater analysis and 
detail of how the overall objectives and policies of the NPF and RSES will be implemented. It 
includes detail on large scale regeneration areas linked to quality public transport; key 
services infrastructure investment that is needed to support growth and the key investments 
in public realm, amenities and community resources to ensure quality place making.    

Dublin City Council is required to implement the RSES when the process of making the 
Strategy is complete.  It is the intent of the Council that, on adoption of the RSES and 
MASP, that a report will be prepared for Council detailing the implications of the NPF and the 
RSES with MASP for the Development Plan, and what, if any, variations to the Plan may be 
necessary to consider.   

Rebuilding Ireland – Action Plan for Housing & Homelessness was published in 2016 and 
focusses on tackling Ireland’s housing shortage byway of 5 pillars;-  

1, addressing homelessness,  

2, more social housing 

3, building more houses and apartments 

4, improving the rental sector and 

5, utilising existing housing. 

Sustainable Urban Housing: Design Standards for New Apartments (2018).  The guidelines 
focus on planning related aspects of apartment standards, and include guidance on ‘studios’, 
‘build to rent’ and ‘shared accommodation’. 



NTA Transport Strategy 2016-2035. This strategy for the GDA provides a framework for the   
of a sustainable transport network for the long term – including Metro to the Airport/Swords. 

Building Height guidelines for Planning Authorities (consultation draft) was published in 
August 2018 with the final, post consultation version expected in Q4 2018. 

PART 2 

This section details by chapter (chapters 3-15) how implementation has progressed so far by 
chapter theme. 

Chapter 3  Addressing Climate Change 

The Climate Change Action Plan features a range of actions across five key areas – Energy 
and Buildings, Transport, Flood Resilience, Nature-Based Solutions and Recourse 
Management – that collectively address the four targets of this plan: 

 A 33% improvement in the councils energy efficiency by 2020 

 A 40% reduction in the council’s GHG emissions by 2030 

 To make Dublin a climate resilient region, by reducing the impacts of future climate 
change-related events 

 To actively engage and inform citizens on climate change 

In order for Dublin City Council to achieve these targets, this Climate Change Action Plan 
sets out the current climate change impacts and GHG emission levels in the city, through the 
development of adaption and mitigation baselines. It also examines the future impacts that 
climate change may have on the region. 

The Climate Change Action Plan for Dublin City is currently at draft stage, buts its 
completion, adoption and implementation are imminent, satisfying and progressing the 
objectives of Chapter 3 of the Dublin City Development Plan 2016-2022   

Specific Objective  Progress 

CCO1:  To implement the ‘National Climate 
Change Adaptation Framework’ (2012) by 
adopting a Climate Change Action Plan for 
Dublin City which will assist towards meeting 
National and EU targets. This will be adopted 
by end of 2018 

Finalising a climate change action plan for 
Dublin and its adoption and implementation 
are imminent. 

CCO2:   To support the implementation of 
the forthcoming ‘Climate Change Strategy for 
Dublin and Climate Change Action Plan for 
Dublin City. 

Finalising a climate change action plan for 
Dublin and its adoption and implementation 
are imminent. 

CCO3: To support the implementation of the 
national level ‘Strategy for Renewable 
Energy 2012-2020’ and the related National 
Renewable Energy Action Plan (NREAP) 
and National Energy Efficiency Action Plan 
(NEEAP) 

Currently supporting the implementation of 
the ‘Strategy for Renewable Energy 2012-
2020’ and the related National Renewable 
Energy Action Plan (NREAP) and National 
Energy Efficiency Action Plan (NEEAP) 
through encouraging the use of renewable 
energy as part of the Development 
Management process as well as 
investigating and promoting District Heating 
as an energy source for the city.  



CCO4: To support the implementation of the 
‘Dublin City Sustainable Energy Action Plan 
2010-2020’ and any replacement plan made 
during the term of this Development Plan. 

Currently supporting the implementation of 
the ‘Dublin City Sustainable Energy Action 
Plan 2010-2020’ through encouraging the 
use of sustainable energy as part of the 
Development Management process as well 
as investigating and promoting District 
Heating as an energy source for the city. 

CCO5: To support and collaborate on 
initiatives aimed at achieving more 
sustainable energy use, particularly in 
relation to the residential, commercial and 
transport sectors. 

Supporting and collaborating with Codema 
on several initiatives aimed at achieving 
more sustainable energy use, particularly in 
relation to the residential, commercial and 
transport sectors. 

CCO6: To promote the concept of carbon-
neutral sustainable communities throughout 
the city and to seek to initiate and support 
carbon neutral demonstration projects in 
conjunction with local communities. 

Promoting the concept of carbon-neutral 
sustainable communities throughout the city 
and to seek to initiate and support carbon 
neutral demonstration projects in conjunction 
with local communities through the 
Development Management process as well 
as investigating and promoting District 
Heating as an energy source for the city. 

CCO7: To actively promote and facilitate the 
growth of the new emerging green industries 
to contribute both to the reduction of the 
city’s energy consumption levels and to the 
role of the city as a leader in environmental 
sustainability. 

Ongoing 

CCO8: In conjunction with Codema, to 
complete a comprehensive spatial energy 
demand analysis to help align the future 
energy demands of the city with sustainable 
energy solutions 

Ongoing 

CCO9: To encourage the production of 
energy from renewable sources, such as 
from Bio-Energy, Solar Energy, Hydro 
Energy, Wave/Tidal Energy, Geothermal, 
Wind Energy, Combined Heat and Power 
(CHP), Heat Energy Distribution such as 
District Heating/Cooling Systems, and any 
other renewable energy sources, subject to 
normal planning considerations, including in 
particular, the potential impact on areas of 
environmental sensitivity including Natura 
2000 sites 

Encouraging the production of energy from 
renewable sources through the Development 
Management process as well as 
investigating and promoting District Heating 
as an energy source for the city. 

CCO10: To support renewable energy pilot 
projects which aim to incorporate renewable 
energy into schemes where feasible 

Currently investigating and promoting District 
Heating as an energy source for the city. 

CCO11: To support and seek that the review 
of the National Building Regulations be 
expedited with a view to ensuring that they 

Ongoing 



meet or exceed the passive house standard 
or equivalent, with particular regard to 
energy performance and other sustainability 
considerations, to alleviate poverty and 
reduce carbon reduction targets 

CCO12: To ensure high standards of energy 
efficiency in existing and new developments 
in line with good architectural conservation 
practice and to promote energy efficiency 
and conservation in the design and 
development of all new buildings in the city, 
encouraging improved environmental 
performance of building stock. 

Ensuring high standards of energy efficiency 
in existing and new developments through 
the Development Management process as 
well as investigating and promoting District 
Heating as an energy source for the city. 

CCO13: To support and encourage pilot 
schemes which promote innovative ways to 
incorporate energy efficiency into new 
developments. 

Currently achieving this objective through 
promoting energy efficiency through the 
Development Management process. 

CCO14 To support the Government’s target 
of having 40% of electricity consumption 
generated from renewable energy sources 
by the year 2020. 

Ongoing 

CCO15: To facilitate the provision of 
electricity charging infrastructure for electric 
vehicles. 

Currently achieving this objective through 
promoting the provision of electricity 
charging infrastructure for electric vehicles 
as part of the Development Management 
process. 

 

Chapter 4: Shape and Structure of the City 

Dublin City Council is striving to achieve a high quality, sustainable and natural environment, 
which is attractive to residents, workers and visitors. The urban structure of Dublin City is 
expressed by both its natural setting and man-made features. Since the adoption of the plan, 
the focus of the council has been to create a more compact city with nurturing and 
sustainable neighbourhoods, well designed urban spaces, social-economic regeneration and 
integrating a cultural vision into place making. 

In accordance with the core strategy of the plan, the council set out an ambitious programme 
of place-making to help shape the city and to provide the confidence for investment in the 
city and key development areas. Following a period of extensive public consultation, a 
number of Local Area Plans (LAPs) are being progressed (e.g. Cherry Orchard, Ballymun & 
Clongriffin-Belmayne) in accordance with the prioritisation programme agreed at City 
Council. The North Lotts and Grand Canal Dock Planning scheme is near completion with 
over 2000 units approved and exceeding 400,000sqm of commercial floor space. The 
success of North Lotts and Grand Canal Dock SDZ led to the adoption of the Poolbeg West 
SDZ Planning scheme by the Council providing for 3,500 units including 900 social and 
affordable units. The regeneration of the large brownfield sites in this part of the city will 
provide jobs close to good public transport connections. The Poolbeg West SDZ will 
maintain the attractiveness of the Dublin Docklands area as a prime location for inward 
investment. 



In line with the development plan’s vision to achieve a compact attractive city, the council 
has initiated a number of regeneration projects such as the development St. Michael Estate 
and Oscar Traynor Road, which will consolidate the physical development of city thereby 
achieving improvements to the social and economic environments in addition to the built 
environment.  

It is acknowledged that the distinctiveness of Dublin’s urban form is due not only to its 
buildings but to the shape of its streets and urban spaces. There are open spaces being 
developed for the city areas to enhance the public realm including Weaver Park, Bridgefoot 
Street and Dolphins Barn. There is a new City Centre Public Realm Masterplan that focuses 
on the city core and considers the needs of pedestrians and cyclists. The strategy aims to 
improve Dublin’s attractiveness to those who live, work in or visit the city by agreeing 
standards for how the public realm is planned, designed and managed. Local Environmental 
Improvement Plans have also been progressed in Dublin city areas of Phibsborough and 
Ringsend Irishtown identifying a range of actions to improve the local environment. 

Objectives  Progress 

SCO1: To implement a programme of 
environmental improvements along the 
Grand Civic Spine from Parnell Square to 
Christchurch Place, including College Green 
and Dame Street, arising from the 
opportunities provided by the introduction of 
the College Green Bus Priority System, the 
Luas Cross City and the ‘Dubline’ initiative. 

Currently investigating the introduction of the 
College Green Bus Priority System  

SCO2: To implement the actions and 
projects contained in the Dublin City Public 
Realm Strategy 2012 and any successor 
public realm strategy.  

New public realm masterplan published in 
2016 and is being implemented through 
development management process 

SCO3: To develop an active land 
management strategy for the city, which shall 
include mapping of brownfield and other 
lands, such as vacant, under-utilised or large 
undeveloped sites including Clontarf Baths, 
tracking progress on planning applications 
and identification of barriers to development, 
and which shall take account of the Dublin 
Inner City Vacant Land Study 2015 and any 
successor study, with the aim of promoting 
development on the lands identified, taking 
into account the actions contained in the 
Government’s strategy for the construction 
sector, Construction 2020, public transport 
services and transport investment priorities. 

A strategy for active land management 
strategy for the city is being developed. 

SCO4: To undertake a views and prospects 
study, with the aim of compiling a list of 
views and prospects for protection and/or 
enhancement which will be integrated with 
and complement the urban form and 
structure of the city. 

On going 

 

 

 



SCO5:  To prepare a number of local 
environmental improvement plans, Village 
Improvement Plans, Village Design 
Statements, or other non-statutory plans for 
existing District Centres and other areas in 
need of a relevant plan, in conjunction with 
the relevant  
Area Committee insofar as priorities and 
resources permit (see list of potential list of 
LEIP’s at paragraph 2.2.8.1)   
 

A number of local environmental 
improvement plans or other non-statutory 
plans are being progressed (e.g. Ringsend 
Irishtown, Phibsborough, Northfringe, 
Dolphins Barn) 

SCO6: To carry out an audit of existing 
street furniture poles and signage in the 
public realm, with the aim of removing at 
least 20% of such redundant elements, in 
order to reduce street clutter and to seek the 
multiple uses of poles for road and 
directional signage including butterfly bike 
locking. 

On going 

SCO7: To examine the possibility of closing 
the area along the River Liffey in front of the 
Customs House to motorised traffic on 
Saturdays and Sundays to create a new 
Public Plaza.  
 

On going 

SCO8: To prioritise the redevelopment of 
College Green as a pedestrian friendly civic 
space, including the pedestrianisation of 
Foster Place  
 

Redevelopment of College Green Part 8 
application recently refused by An Bord 
Plaenala 

SCO9: To work with city business 
associations and agencies to provide for 
appropriately located, independently 
accessible sanitary facilities (public toilets, 
changing areas, showers and wash facilities 
etc) for the use of citizens and visitors to the 
city and accessible to all. (See Appendix 15). 
 

On going 

SCO10:To review the Pedestrian Wayfinding 
System in consultation with the Department 
of Transport, Tourism & Sport, Dublin 
Tourism, national cultural institutions and 
other civic interests in order to ensure the 
provision of appropriate signage for the 
principal places of interest in the city.  
 

On going 

SCO11: To develop a map of significant 
public rights of way during the lifetime of the 
development plan. 
 

On going 

SCO12: To investigate opportunities to 
access EU Structural Funds to support the 
regeneration of the city.  
 

Council is investigating opportunities to 
access EU Structural Funds. The Council 
has sought for funding under the 
LIHAF/URDF 



Chapter 5 – Quality Housing/Housing Strategy 

Implementing Project Ireland 2040 and the Rebuilding Ireland 

Dublin City Council is pursuing an active land management approach to implementing 
Project Ireland 2040 and the Rebuilding Ireland programme with the delivery of houses and 
apartments across the city being a key component of the City Council’s Plans.  Latest 
returns from the Housing Task Force shows that planning permissions exist for about 2,000 
houses and 9,000 apartments across 138 sites. 

There have been positive increases in each of the indicators.  Dublin City Council’s 
performance over the past year has seen a jump in the number of units under construction 
rising from 1,924 to 2,173, an increase of 12 % over the past year.  This increase is evident 
in the number of active sites rising from 37 sites to 42 sites, representing a 13.5% increase 
over the past year.  These positive increases are also evident in the rising number of sites 
with planning permission going from 113 sites to 138 sites over the past year, representing a 
22% increase.   The biggest positive increase over the year has seen 36% increase in the 
total number of units with planning permission jumping from 8,014 to 10,906 units over the 
past year.  

The Active land management approach to bringing sites into planning activity, that largely 
comprise brownfield and vacant sites, for new housing is beginning to have a real impact on 
the city with all the indicators, identified above, demonstrating positive trends over the past 
year.  In addition with are over 1,000 houses and apartments under construction at present, 
these figures will make a significant contribution to public housing through the Part V 
requirements. 

Public Housing Policy 

The Dublin City Council Delivery Target for the three year period 2015- 2017 was 3,347 
Homes.  This target was exceeded. The Council delivered 4812 units over the three year 
period comprising Construction by DCC (322), Acquisition/Leasing by DCC (687), 
Construction by ABH’s,(195) Acquisition/Leasing by ABHs (661), Part V acquisitions (81) 
and Voids restored by DCC (2,866).  In addition, HAP Tenancies (Homeless 60 % in the 
City) was 2,625 units and HAP Tenancies (General) was 1040, bringing the total housing 
output to 8,477.   The delivery target for the four year period 2018 -2021 for Dublin City is 
9,094 residential units.  When the HAP Tenancies for Homeless and General are included, 
this figure grows to 26,402 units, targeted to be delivered by 2021, within the Development 
Plan period.  

Three prime sites have been identified for the Housing Land Initiative, located at O’Devaney 
Gardens, Oscar Traynor Road and Saint Michael’s Estate providing 30 % Social Housing.  In 
figures this represents 461 units out of a total of 1,715 residential units.  

The Housing Strategy for the city endorses the provisions of the five year Traveller 
Accommodation programme (TAP for 2014 – 2018, as required under the housing (Traveller 
accommodation) Act 1998.  The 2019 – 2024 TAP is currently being prepared for the city.  

Recognition for place-making  

Dublin City Council’s planning scheme for a Strategic Development Zone (SDZ) on Dublin’s 
Poolbeg Peninsula was declared winner of the overall award for excellence in planning in 
Ireland by the Irish Planning Institute (IPI) on November 2017.  The scheme plans for up to 
3,500 residential units along with substantial new commercial development, while also 
providing for the needs of Dublin Port.   The planning team which worked on the project was 
also complimented on how the plan was progressed from early stages in association with the 
community and elected members. 



The National Planning Framework, published by Government in 2018, also identified Dublin 
City’s Docklands as a case study in best practice place making applied to low density low 
intensity brownfield lands. 

Objectives for Chapter 5 – Quality Housing  

Objective  Progress 

QHO1: To undertake a study to examine the 
potential for existing low to medium density 
residential development to accommodate 
additional residential development in a 
manner which optimises residential density 
whilst respecting residential amenities. 

To be commenced 

 

QHO2: To undertake a review of the Dublin 
City Council Housing Strategy as part of the 
mandatory 2-year review process. 

Review is ongoing  

 

QHO3: To instigate the design of a prototype 
block of age-friendly apartments for older 
people based on age-friendly design 
principles in conjunction with other bodies, 
as appropriate, in order to inform a model of 
good practice. 

To be commenced 

 

QHO4: To undertake a review of private 
rented sector models serving various 
population cohorts to inform future planning 
policy and standards. 

To be commenced 

 

 

Chapter 6 – City Economy and Enterprise 

The Dublin Economic Monitor, a joint initiative between all 4 Dublin local authorities provides 
quarterly reports on the health of the capital’s economy.  Employment is trending upwards, 
with the unemployment rate of the capital falling to 5.7% between April and June of this year, 
2018, the lowest level recorded in a decade.  The national rate is a little higher at 5.8%.  
Earlier this year, a study of the most promising investment locations in Europe, carried out 
by fDi Magazine, a publication from the Financial Times, ranked Dublin in second place, 
behind London.  Dublin was also named fDi’s Northern European Region of the Future, top 
small European region overall, as well as the top small region for economic potential and 
business friendliness.  Dublin City is home to many high profile technological and innovation 
based companies. 

Z6 Industrial land banks 

One of the first objectives to be commenced, following adoption of the Development Plan 
was the Z6 Industrial land banks, Objective CEE04.  There are 85 no. Z6/7 zoned sites, 
across the city ranging from small to large, located both in the inner city and the outer city, 
amounting to 607 Ha of Z6 zoned land in the city to be analysed.  The study is ongoing, with 
31 no. sites completed to date, and will be completed in advance of the commencement of 
the review of the current Development Plan in 2020.  Resulting from the work carried out to 
date, and in line with the recent publication of the National Planning Framework 2040, a 
broad outline of a future approach for sites considered strategic to the city is under 
consideration.  



Vacant Sites 

Under the Urban Regeneration & Housing Act 2015, all planning authorities were required to 
publish a Vacant Sites Register (VSR) to be in place by January 1st 2017, a year following 
adoption of the Development Plan.  Dublin City Council took the lead to publish vacant sites 
in March 2017.  Currently, there are 82 no. sites on the VSR, taken forward form a survey of 
over 1000 sites around the city.  This figure includes sites under the ownership of Dublin City 
Council.  Since the register went live, a number of sites have been removed from the register 
owing to works commencing on site with construction activity taking place.  

Student Accommodation 

Purpose built student accommodation (PBSA) has become part of planning activity in for the 
city since the adoption of the Development Plan under objective CEE19 (i) to promote Dublin 
as an International education centre, linked to the growth of the three main third level 
institution in the local authority area (namely TCD, DCU and the Grangegorman campuses) 
that champion innovation and research leading the way to create technologies for the future. 
The Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government’s National Student 
Accommodation Strategy was published in May 2017 with the key target of the construction 
of at least an additional 21,000 PBSA bed spaces nationwide by 2024, including over 13,000 
in the Dublin area. There are approximately 6,500 student bedspaces currently provided in 
the inner city, over half of which opened in the 12 months between September 2017 and 
September 2018 and approximately another 3,000 bedspaces currently under construction 
and due to open by September 2019. The City Council has commissioned a study on the 
social, economic and land use impacts of PBSA in the city, due to be completed by 
December 2018.  

Objectives for Chapter 6 – City Economy and Enterprise  

.Specific Objective Progress 

CEEO1: To develop a brand identity for Dublin 
based on the city’s distinctive identity, built 
heritage and environment, unique achievements 
and competitive advantage as an international 
city region 

To be commenced 

CEEO2: To carry out an assessment of the 
challenges and barriers to regeneration as well 
as the opportunities, and to bring forward 
recommendations for action 

To be commenced 

CEEO3: To examine the potential for the 
development of ‘Food Hubs’ in the city 

To be commenced 

CEEO4: (i) To carry out a targeted survey of 
those industrial estates with likely 
redevelopment potential and to make 
recommendations on how that redevelopment 
potential might be best achieved. 

(ii) To carry out a study on the potential of lands 
zoned for enterprise and employment space, 
the adequacy of such potential supply, and the 
issue of under-utilised/vacant lands 

Commenced 



CEE05: To carry out a study on how to enhance 
the environs of the fruit and vegetable market 
and its linkages with the vibrant hubs of Henry 
St and Capel St and on to Smithfield and 
Heuston in order to enhance the economic 
development, employment generation, and 
tourism potential of the area 

To be commenced 

CEE13: (i) To work with Failte Ireland and other 
stakeholders, to deliver on the ambitious targets 
set out in ‘Destination Dublin’ – A Collective 
Strategy for Growth to 2020; (Grow Dublin 
Taskforce, including aim to double the number 
of visitors by 2020).  

(ii) To support the preparation, adoption and 
implementation of a strategic regional plan for 
tourism for the Dublin City region, to provide a 
framework for the sustainable and efficient 
provision and management of tourism across 
the region 

Failte Ireland involved in various city 
projects 

CEE16:.(ii) To implement the Vacant Land Levy 
for all vacant development sites in the city and 
to prepare and make publicly available a 
Register of Vacant Sites in the city as set out in  
the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 

Currently being implemented 

CEE18:  

(vii) To carry out a survey of surface car parks in 
the central city area to include an assessment of 
their development potential and any zoning or 
other issues that may facilitate development 

Implemented through DM 

 

Chapter 7 Retailing 

Dublin City Centre remains the primary retail destination in the state, notwithstanding 
competition from out of town shopping centres and e-trading.  Retailing is increasingly been 
seen as complimenting the entertainment and cultural effect in the city. 

Other notable actions include: 

- Review of Grafton Street SSPC is being undertaken. A survey of all units was under 
in July 2018. 

- Urban Regeneration Development Fund application in September 2018 for Moore 
Street to assist in the renewal of this area as a historic quarter incorporating new 
streets and a mix of uses. 

- Dublin City Council engaging with businesses and local residents  

- Shop front improvement schemes. Current schemes include: 



o Liberties (since 2015): 14 projects in 2016; 18 projects in 2017 and 13 
projects to date in 2018 (10 projects complete). 

o Kilmainham and Inchicore (since 2017): 6 projects in 2017; 11 projects 2018. 

o Rialto and Dolphin’s Barn (since 2018): 8 projects in 2018. 

o Dorset Street: 11 projects (2018) (works complete for 7); Talbot Street: 8 valid 
applications (works complete for 5); Amien Street: 1 project (complete). 

It is the Objective of Dublin City Council: 

RD01: To implement the retail hierarchy contained in the retail strategy of this development 
plan i.e. the city centre retail core, the district centres/urban villages, neighbourhood 
centres/shopping parades, local shops. 

Commentary: The implementation of the retail hierarchy as outlined within the Retail 
Strategy is being monitored through the development management process.  

RD02: To undertake a review of the Dublin city development plan retail strategy upon the 
adoption of the forthcoming Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Eastern and 
Midlands Area (www.emra.ie) 

Commentary: The Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) for the Eastern and 
Midlands Area is currently. The draft RSES is expected to be published in November 2018. 
The final draft and adoption of the RSES is expected in Q1 of 2019 

 

Chapter 8 – Movement and Transport 

 The continued delivery of an efficient, integrated and coherent transport network is a 
critical component of the development plan core strategy. Since the adoption of the 
development plan, the council have developed and progressed SDZs, LAPs and 
other plans in order to guide future sustainable development, transport infrastructure 
projects and public transport schemes have been implemented and there has been 
an increased modal shift to more sustainable modes.   

 The increasing modal shift to more sustainable modes in the city is evident from the 
2017 Cordon Count which indicates that over 70% of people travelling to the city 
centre each day travel by sustainable modes and car usage continues to decline. 
Walking and cycling numbers continue to grow and bus transport now account for 
almost 29% of the modal share.   

 At a strategic level, new local area plans have been developed around sustainability 
principles and promote active travel and public transport use, including Park-West 
Cherry Orchard, Ballymum & Clongriffin-Belmayne. The North Lotts and Grand Canal 
Dock Planning scheme is near completion with over 2000 units and 400,000sqm of 
commercial floor space integrated with strategic transport infrastructure. The success 
of North Lotts and Grand Canal Dock SDZ led to the adoption of the Poolbeg West 
SDZ Planning scheme by the Council providing for 3,500 units. The regeneration of 
the large brownfield sites in this part of the city will provide jobs close to good public 
transport connections. 

 The strategic public transport network of the city has been enhanced by the 
completion of the important integrating link of the Luas Cross City and the 
implementation of the bus priority scheme on the North Quays. The Bus Connects 



and Metrolink have been brought forward for public consultation and an NTA funded 
Coach Park Facility has been provided in the Docklands area. 

 Implementation of the Public Realm Masterplan for the City Core, which aims to 
deliver a pedestrian friendly city core, is in progress. Phase 1 projects are 
progressing including Liffey Street, Temple Bar Square and Wolfe Tone Square as 
well as the continued roll out of the Grafton Street Quarter Public Realm project. 
Cycle parking expansion in Drury Street has been completed and approximately 
1,000 additional Sheffield stands have been provided on street. The cycle routes 
completed include the South Campshires cycle route and the Clontarf Section of the 
East Coast Trail. 

 Major infrastructural works which have been completed since adoption of the 
Development Plan include the opening of the €7.5m North Wall Avenue as part of the 
North Lotts and Grand Canal Dock SDZ and the completion of Newcomen Bridge 
works. A Part 8 application has been lodged for completion and improvement of 
Clongriffin Main Street which will facilitate the provision of Bus Rapid Transit (Bus 
Connects) from Clongriffin To Tallaght and Part 8 design is progressing on Ballymun 
road infrastructure, Sillogue Avenue, Dodder Bridge and a pedestrian/cycle bridge in 
the Docklands. 

 

Objective  Progress 

MTO1:  To encourage intensification and 
mixed-use development along existing and 
planning public transport corridors and at 
transport nodes where sufficient public 
transport capacity and accessibility exists to 
meet the sustainable transport requirements 
of the development, having regard to the 
conservation policies set out elsewhere in 
this plan and the need to make best use of 
urban land. Dublin City Council will seek to 
prepare SDZs, LAPS or other plans for areas 
surrounding key transport nodes, where 
appropriate in order to guide future 
sustainable development. 

On-going through the development 
management, forward planning and active 
land management. New local area plans 
have been developed which promote active 
travel and public transport use, including 
Park-West Cherry Orchard, Ballymum & 
Clongriffin-Belmayne. The North Lotts and 
Grand Canal Dock Planning scheme, 
including strategic transport infrastructure, is 
near completion and the Poolbeg West SDZ 
Planning scheme has been adopted which 
will provide homes and jobs close to good 
public transport connections. 

 

MTO2:   To support the development and 
implementation of integrated ticketing and 
real time passenger information systems 
across the public transport network in 
association with relevant transport providers 
and agencies. Progress on the integration of 
Dublin shared bike scheme and Leap Card 
schemes will be monitored. 

On-going 

MTO3: To promote ‘Park and Ride’ services 
at suitable locations in co-operation with 
neighbouring local authorities. 

On-going 

MTO4: To support improvements to the city’s 
bus network and related services to 

On-going.  



encourage greater usage of public transport 
in accordance with the objectives of the 
NTA’s strategy and the government’s 
‘Smarter Travel’ document. 

Bus priority scheme on North Quays 
implemented.  

Bus Connects and Metrolink brought forward 
for public consultation. 

MTO5: (i) To facilitate and support measures 
proposed by transport agencies to enhance 
capacity on existing public transport lines 
and services, to provide/improve interchange 
facilities and provide new infrastructure. 

(ii) Subject to a station layout assessment, to 
promote the re-instatement of station 
entrance at Ameins Street/Buckingham 
Street Junction. 

On-going.  

Luas Cross City operational 

Bus priority scheme on North Quays 
implemented. 

NTA funded Coach Park Facility provided in 
Docklands area. 

Bus Connects and Metrolink brought forward 
for public consultation. 

 

MTO6: To review future strategic provision of 
bus depots/garages in the city in consultation 
with Dublin Bus and the NTA. 

On-going 

MTO7: To promote and seek the 
development of a new commuter rail station 
at Cross Guns serving the existing rail line 
infrastructure. Such a provision may be a 
stand-alone facility or form part of a larger 
mixed use development. 

On-going 

MTO8: To promote and facilitate, in co-
operation with key agencies and 
stakeholders, the provision of high density 
cycle parking facilities at appropriate 
locations, taking into consideration (inter alia) 
the NTAs Cycle Network Plan, Dublin City 
Centre Cycle Parking Strategy, and Dublin 
City Council’s Public Realm Strategy. 

On-going 

Cycle parking expansion in Drury Street 

Approximately 1,000 additional Sheffield 
stands provided on street. 

MTO9: To develop, within the lifetime of this 
plan, the Strategic Cycle Network for Dublin 
city – connecting key city centre destinations 
to the wider city and the national cycle 
network, and to implement the NTAs Greater 
Dublin Area Cycle Network Plan to bring 
forward planning and design of the Santry 
River Greenway, incorporating strongly 
integrative social and community 
development initiatives. 

On-going 

Cycle parking expansion in Drury Street 
Approximately 1,000 additional Sheffield 
stands provided on street. 

South Campshires cycle route complete. 

Clontarf Section of East Coast Trail 
complete. 

Contractor appointed for Royal Canal Phase 
2 

MTO10: To improve existing cycleways and 
bicycle priority measures throughout the city, 
and to create guarded cycle lanes, where 

On-going 

Cycle parking expansion in Drury Street 



appropriate and feasible. Approximately 1,000 additional Sheffield 
stands provided on street. 

South Campshires cycle route complete. 

Clontarf Section of East Coast Trail 
complete. 

Contractor appointed for Royal Canal Phase 
2 

MTO11: To review the 30kph speed limit that 
applies within the city centre (i.e. area 
between the canals). 

On-going 

Expansion of 30kph citywide has been 
approved and is in progress. 

MTO12: (i) To monitor the success of the 
shared bike scheme and to expand it to the 
entire city, in accordance with the content of 
the dublinbikes Strategic Planning 
Framework 2011-2016 or any subsequent 
review 

(ii) That developers will agree to fund the 
provision of a shared bike station near large 
developments, as community gain. 

On-going 

Stationless Bike Bye Laws approved in 2017 
and two operators licensed: Bleeperbike and 
Urbo. 

MTO13: In accordance with cycle routes 
identified in the National Transport 
Authority’s Greater Dublin Area Cycle 
Network Plan 

(i) To improve permeability for cyclists by 
reducing speed limits to 30kpm and allowing 
contraflow cycling on all single lane one way 
streets, and to provide a segregated 
contraflow cycle lane on all one way streets 
with two or more lanes, except where 
engineering report demonstrates risk is too 
high. 

(ii) To improve the traffic environment for 
cycling by reducing traffic speeds through 
the introduction or expansion of 30kph zones 
in compliance with the Dpt of Transport, 
Tourism & Sport document “Guidelines for 
Setting and Managing Speed Limits in 
Ireland.” 

On-going 

Expansion of 30kph citywide has been 
approved and is in progress. 

MTO14 To review availability of bicycle 
parking facilities at neighbourhood centres 
with a view to addressing any shortfall 
through provision of Sheffield-type bicycle 
parking in the immediate vicinity as required. 

On-going.  

Cycle parking expansion in Drury Street 
Approximately 1,000 additional Sheffield 
stands provided on street. 

MTO15: To provide Sheffield Stand type 
parking near the entrance to all publicly 

On-going.  



accessible buildings such as schools, hotels, 
libraries, theatres, churches etc. 

Approximately 1,000 additional Sheffield 
stands provided on street. 

MT016: To seek to reopen the pathway 
underneath Blaquiere Bridge on the North 
Circular Road beside the old State Cinema in 
Phisborough to pedestrians and cyclists. 

Yet to progress 

MT017: To extend the River Liffey Boardwalk 
westwards through the city centre from 
Capel Street towards Heuston. 

Yet to progress 

MT018: To develop a high-quality pedestrian 
environment at new public transport 
interchanges and to consider the needs of 
pedestrians in the design of all infrastructure 
projects. 

On-going.  

Implementation of Public Realm Masterplan 
for the City Core – The Heart of the City – 
which aims to deliver a pedestrian friendly 
city core is in progress. Phase 1 projects are 
progressing including Liffey Street, Temple 
Bar Square and Wolfe Tone Square as well 
as the continued roll out of the Grafton Street 
Quarter Public Realm project. 

Expansion to the pedestrian network is 
sought through development management 
process through set back of building lines, 
new pedestrian crossings and improvements 
to the public realm around new 
developments.  Environment and Transport 
Department on-going implementation of 
programme of provision of new pedestrian 
crossings and the connection of existing 
crossings to the SCATS to enable expansion 
of green time e.g. at school times. 

MT019: Subject to a feasibility assessment, 
to upgrade Cross Gunns Bridge 
Phibsborough for pedestrian and cyclist use. 

Yet to progress 

MT020: Subject to a feasibility assessment, 
to include a pedestrian/cyclist bridge over the 
railway line at Whitworth Road connecting 
the Royal Canal to Whitworth Road at an 
appropriate site. 

Yet to progress 

MT021: To avail of opportunities to increase 
footpath widths particularly within the city 
centre where appropriate. 

On-going.  

Implementation of Public Realm Masterplan 
for the City Core – The Heart of the City – 
which aims to deliver a pedestrian friendly 
city core is in progress. Phase 1 projects are 
progressing including Liffey Street, Temple 
Bar Square and Wolfe Tone Square as well 
as the continued roll out of the Grafton Street 
Quarter Public Realm project. 



Expansion to the pedestrian network is 
sought through development management 
process through set back of building lines, 
new pedestrian crossings and improvements 
to the public realm around new 
developments.   

MT022: To support public realm 
enhancements contained in this 
development plan that contribute to an 
improved pedestrian environment including 
those listed in DCC’s Public Realm Strategy 
and street improvement proposals contained 
in the Grafton St Quarter Public Realm Plan 
together with public drinking fountains where 
deemed appropriate, feasible, not a risk to 
public health, and where they do not add to 
street clutter. 

On-going.  

Implementation of Public Realm Masterplan 
for the City Core – The Heart of the City – 
which aims to deliver a pedestrian friendly 
city core is in progress. Phase 1 projects are 
progressing including Liffey Street, Temple 
Bar Square and Wolfe Tone Square as well 
as the continued roll out of the Grafton Street 
Quarter Public Realm project.  

MT023: To require Travel Plans and 
Transport Assessments for all relevant new 
developments and/or extensions or 
alterations to existing developments, as 
outlined in Appendix 4. 

On-going and monitored through 
Development Management process. 

MT024: To review and monitor Travel Plans 
through the Dublin City Council Mobility 
Management Section. 

On-going.  

 

MT025: To support the growth of Electric 
Vehicles and e-bikes, with support facilities 
as an alternative to the use of fossil-fuel-
burning vehicles, through a roll-out of 
additional electrical charging points in 
collaboration with relevant agencies at 
appropriate locations. 

On-going.  

 

MT026: To progressively eliminate all ‘free’ 
on-street parking, both within the canals and 
in adjacent areas where there is evidence of 
‘all-day’ commuter parking, through the 
imposition of appropriate parking controls, 
including disc parking. 

On-going.  

 

MT027: To renew restrictions on the use and 
cost of on-street parking and change them, 
as necessary, in order to discourage 
commuter parking, and to facilitate short-
term parking for shopping, business and 
leisure purposes at appropriate locations. 

On-going.  

Expansion of Car Sharing schemes continue 
on public streets and in private 
developments. 

MT028: To develop lorry parks, bus parks 
and taxi holding areas in selected areas 
where deemed necessary and in co-
operation with private enterprise, so as to 
eliminate the hazards of unsuitable lorry, bus 

On-going.  

NTA funded Coach Park Facility provided in 
Docklands area. 



and taxi parking in residential and other 
areas. 

MT029: To consider providing additional on-
street motorcycle parking at various locations 
throughout the city where considered 
appropriate, to address current under-
provision. 

On-going.  

 

MT030: To identify suitable and appropriate 
new locations (including off-street) in the city 
centre for the parking of private or tour-
operated coaches with a view to 
discontinuing the practice of allowing 
coaches to park in such places as Mountjoy 
Sq, College Green, Nassau St, Merrion Sq 
and Wilson Terrace. 

On-going.  

NTA funded Coach Park Facility provided in 
Docklands area. 

MT031: To initiate and/or implement the 
following road improvement schemes and 
bridges within a 6-year period of the 
development plan, subject to the availability 
of funding and environmental requirements 
and compliance with the ‘Principles of Road 
Development’ set out in the NTA Transport 
Strategy. 

Roads 

- River Road; Richmond Road; Malahide 
Road/R107 (including North Fringe 
Improvements); Blackhorse Avenue 
(commenced); Clonshaugh Road Industrial 
Estate; Ballymun (improved town centre 
linkage); Kilmainham/South Circular Road; 
link from Military Road to Conyngham Road; 
East Wall Road/Sheriff Street to North 
Quays; Cappagh Road. 

Bridges 

- Dodder Bridge; Liffey Valley Park 
pedestrian/cycle bridge; cycle/pedestrian 
bridges that emerge as part of evolving 
Strategic Cycle Network and Strategic Green 
Infrastructure Network; Three new bridges 
proposed as part of North Lotts and Grand 
Canal Dock SDZ. 

On-going. 
A Part 8 application has been lodged for 
completion and improvement of Clongriffin 
Main Street which will facilitate the provision 
of Bus Rapid Transit (Bus Connects) from 
Clongriffin to Tallaght 
Part 8 design is progressing on Ballymun 
road infrastructure, Sillogue Avenue and a 
Part 8 has been approved for the Point 
Roundabout. 
Newcomen Bridge works complete. 
Design progressing on Dodder Bridge and 
pedstrian/cycle bridge in Docklands. 
Amendment to SDZ application for relocated 
pedestrian/cycle bridge is with An Bord 
Pleanala. 

MT032: To protect the routes of the 
proposed eastern by-pass from existing 
Dublin port tunnel to Poolbeg, also referred 
to as the Southern Port Access Route, and in 
the longer term to provide a route corridor 
between Poolbeg and the Southern 
Cross/South Eastern Motorway (in 

On-going.  

 



accordance with the NTA Strategy for the 
Greater Dublin Area 2016-2035). The 
preferred route for DCC is by means of a 
bored tunnel under Sandymount Strand and 
Merrion Strand and will be subject to full 
statutory Environmental Assessment, 
together with an Appropriate Assessment for 
the entire proposed routes, in accordance 
with the Habitats Directive, together with a 
full consultation process. 

MT033: To continue investment in the city’s 
computer-based area traffic signal control 
system and in other Information Technology 
(IT) systems to increase the capacity of 
DCC’s Traffic Control Centre to manage 
traffic in the city and to improve the priority 
given to pedestrians, cyclists and public 
transport in the city. 

On-going.  

 

MT034: To manage restrictions on the use of 
road space for road works or general 
construction in accordance with DCC’s 
‘Directions for the Control and Management 
of Road Works’. 

On-going.  

 

MT035: To provide vehicle users with up-to-
date and accurate information on traffic 
conditions and parking availability in the city 
through use of a range of 
communications/media measures. 

On-going.  

 

MT036: To review traffic management and 
calming plans for local areas throughout the 
city in consultation with local communities 
and subject to availability of resources. 

On-going.  

New approach to local traffic management 
approved in the form of neighbourhood 
focused schemes which will be based on 
stakeholder engagement. 

MTO37: To assist the NTA in the 
development of a Regional Traffic 
Management Strategy in co-operation with 
neighbouring local authorities.  

On-going.  

 

MTO38: To develop a traffic management 
and environmental protection plan for sports 
stadia and significant cultural events in 
consultation with relevant transport, sporting 
and cultural bodies. 

On-going.  

 

MTO39: To engage with public transport 
providers/agencies and event organisers 
regarding the feasibility of developing a ‘Free 
Travel’ scheme for ticket holders attending 
major events, concerts, conferences and 
sporting fixtures in the city. 

On-going.  

 



MTO40: To review the implementation of the 
HGV management strategy with a view to 
developing an improved approach to 
managing such vehicles in the city. 

On-going.  

 

MTO41: To review the existing traffic layout 
of the junction at Doyle’s Corner, 
Phibsborough, during the lifetime of the plan 
with a view to providing for the needs of 
vulnerable road users, including pedestrian 
and cyclists as well as public transport and 
improving traffic safety. 

On-going.  

A Phibsborough Local Environmental 
Improvement Plan is being prepared  

MTO42: To support the implementation of 
appropriate speed limits throughout the city 
in accordance with guidelines published by 
the Dpt Transport, Tourism & Sport. 

On-going.  

 

MTO43: To work with the relevant agencies 
to ensure that safety issues are addressed at 
the entrance and exist of Ashtown gates at 
the Phoenix Park. 

On-going.  

 

MTO44: To tackle the adverse environmental 
and road safety impacts of traffic in the city 
through measures such as: 

- The implementation of traffic calming 
measures including the restriction of rat-runs 
in appropriate areas in accordance with best 
practice and following advice contained in 
the Design Manual for Urban Roads and 
Streets. 

- The ongoing monitoring of traffic noise and 
emissions, and the assessment and 
evaluation of the air quality and traffic noise 
impacts of transport policy and traffic 
management measures being implemented 
by DCC. 

- The support of the government’s Electric 
Transport Programme by examining 
measures that would facilitate the roll-out of 
charging infrastructure of electric vehicles. 

- To support programmes of action which 
tackle the issue of road safety in the city. 

- To promote traffic calming in existing 
residential neighbourhoods through 
innovative street design and layout such as 
homezones. 

On-going.  

 

MTO45: To implement best practice in road 
design as contained in statutory guidance 

On-going. 



and in the DMURS with a focus on place-
making and permeability in order to create 
street layouts that are suited to all users, 
including pedestrians and cyclists. 

 

MTO46: To promote the greater use of low 
carbon fuels. 

On-going. 

 

MTO47: To develop a city centre pedestrian 
network which includes facilities or people 
with disabilities and/or mobility impairments 
based on the principles of universal design. 

On-going.  

Implementation of Public Realm Masterplan 
for the City Core – The Heart of the City – 
which aims to deliver a pedestrian friendly 
city core is in progress. Phase 1 projects are 
progressing including Liffey Street, Temple 
Bar Square and Wolfe Tone Square as well 
as the continued roll out of the Grafton Street 
Quarter Public Realm project. 

Expansion to the pedestrian network is 
sought through development management 
process through set back of building lines, 
new pedestrian crossings and improvements 
to the public realm around new 
developments.  Environment and Transport 
Department on-going implementation of 
programme of provision of new pedestrian 
crossings and the connection of existing 
crossings to the SCATS to enable expansion 
of green time e.g. at school times. 

MTO48: To provide on- and off- street 
disabled driver parking bays in excess of 
minimum requirements where appropriate. 

On-going.  

 

MTO49: To prioritise the introduction of 
tactile paving, ramps and kerb dishing at 
appropriate locations, including pedestrian 
crossings, taxi ranks, bus stops and rail 
platforms. 

On-going.  

MTO50: To introduce traffic-free areas on 
sections of Drury Street, South William 
Street, Exchequer Court, Dame Court and 
Dame Lane while ensuring that access to car 
parks and deliveries is still provided for. 

Not progressed. 

 

  



Chapter 9  Sustainable Environmental Infrastructure 

Dublin City Council is committed to providing and delivering infrastructural services within its 
statutory remit, which will enhance the quality of the city’s environment and also facilitate 
sustainable economic development and housing. The delivery of infrastructural services is 
predominantly achieved through the development management process, with several 
objectives within this chapter aimed at new development and providing infrastructure 
alongside new development through the development management process. As well as 
encouraging sustainable environmental infrastructure to be provided in new developments 
through the development management process, external stakeholders such as Irish Water, 
The ESB and Gas Networks Ireland are formal consultees and can again influence the 
delivery of key infrastructure through the statutory planning process. 

Objective  Progress 

SIO1: To support Irish Water in the 
implementation of the ‘Water Services 
Strategic Plan – A Plan for the Future of 
Water Services’ 

Ongoing  

SIO2: To work closely with Irish Water to 
identify and facilitate the timely delivery of 
the water services required to realise the 
development objectives of this plan. 

Ongoing – Irish water are a formal consultee, 
who are invited to comment on all relevant 
planning applications through the 
development management process 

SIO3: To require all new development to 
provide a separate foul and surface water 
drainage system and to incorporate 
sustainable urban drainage systems. 

Ongoing – All planning applications are 
referred to our Drainage division for 
comment as part of the development 
management process 

SIO4: To minimise wastage of water supply 
by requiring new developments to 
incorporate water conservation measures, 
and to promote water conservation by all 
water users. 

Ongoing – As part of the development 
management process 

SIO5: To protect existing wayleaves and 
buffer zones around public water service 
infrastructure. 

Ongoing – Irish water are a formal consultee, 
who are invited to comment on all relevant 
planning applications through the 
development management process 

SIO6: To implement the European Union 
Water Framework Directive through the 
implementation of the appropriate River 
Basin Management Plan and Programme of 
Measures. 

Ongoing 

SIO7: To take into consideration the relevant 
River Basin Management Plan and 
Programme of Measures when considering 
new development proposals. 

Ongoing  

SIO8: All development proposals shall carry 
out, to an appropriate level of detail, a Site-
Specific Flood Risk Assessment (SSFRA) 
that shall demonstrate compliance with:  

Ongoing – As part of the development 
management process 



• The Planning System and Flood Risk 
Management, Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities, Department of the Environment, 
Community and Local Government, 
November 2009, as may be revised/updated 
and the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 
(SFRA) as prepared by this Development 
Plan. 

• The site-specific flood risk 
assessment (SSFRA) shall pay particular 
emphasis to residual flood risks, site-specific 
mitigation measures, flood-resilient design 
and construction, and any necessary 
management measures (the SFRA and 
Appendix B4 of the above mentioned 
national guidelines refer). Attention shall be 
given in the site-specific flood risk 
assessment to building design and creating a 
successful interface with the public realm 
through good design that addresses flood 
concerns but also maintains appealing 
functional streetscapes. All potential sources 
of flood risk must be addressed in the 
SSFRA. 

SIO9: Proposals which may be classed as 
‘minor development’, for example small-scale 
infill, small extensions to houses or the 
rebuilding of houses or paving of front 
gardens to existing houses, most changes of 
use and small-scale extensions to existing 
commercial and industrial enterprises in 
Flood Zone A or B, should be assessed in 
accordance with the Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities on the Planning System and 
Flood Risk Management & Technical 
Appendices, November 2009 as may be 
revised/updated, with specific reference to 
Section 5.28 and in relation to the specific 
requirements of the Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment. The policy shall be not to 
increase the risk of flooding and to ensure 
risk to the development is managed. 

Ongoing – As part of the development 
management process 

SIO10: That recommendations and flood 
maps arising from the Fingal-East Meath 
CFRAM Study, the Dodder CFRAM Study 
and the Eastern CFRAM Study are taken 
into account in relation to the preparation of 
statutory plans and development proposals.  
This will include undertaking a review of the 
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment for Dublin 
city following the publication of the Final 
Eastern CFRAM Study, currently being 
produced by the OPW. 

Ongoing – As part of the preparation of 
statutory plans and development proposals 
we have regard to the recommendations and 
flood maps arising from the Fingal-East 
Meath CFRAM Study, the Dodder CFRAM 
Study and the Eastern CFRAM Study 



SIO11: To work with neighbouring Local 
Authorities when developing cross-boundary 
flood management work programmes and 
when considering cross-boundary 
development. 

Ongoing 

SIO12: To ensure each flood risk 
management activity is examined to 
determine actions required to embed and 
provide for effective climate change 
adaptation as set out in the Dublin City 
Council climate change adaption policy and 
in the OPW Climate Change Sectoral 
Adaptation Plan Flood Risk Management 
applicable at the time. 

Ongoing 

SIO13: To provide additional and improved 
surface water networks to both reduce 
pollution and allow for sustainable 
development. 

Ongoing – Through public realm proposals 
and upgrades across the city and also 
through the development management 
process 

SIO14: To require that any new paving of 
driveways or other grassed areas is carried 
out in a sustainable manner so that there is 
no increase in storm water run-off to the 
drainage network. 

Ongoing – Through public realm proposals 
and upgrades across the city and also 
through the development management 
process 

SIO15: To provide for municipal/public 
recycling and recovery facilities in accessible 
locations throughout the city. 

Ongoing 

 

 

SIO16: To require the provision of 
adequately-sized recycling facilities in new 
commercial and large-scale residential 
developments, where appropriate. 

Ongoing – As part of the development 
management process 

SIO17: To promote the re-use of building 
materials, recycling of demolition material 
and the use of materials from renewable 
sources. In all developments in excess of 10 
housing units and commercial developments 
in excess of 1000sq.m., a materials source 
and management plan showing type of 
materials/proportion of re-use/recycled 
materials to be used shall be implemented 
by the developer. 

Ongoing – As part of the development 
management process 

SIO18: To implement the current Litter 
Management Plan through enforcement of 
the litter laws, street cleaning and education 
and awareness campaigns. 

Ongoing 

SIO19:  To implement the Eastern-Midlands 
Waste Management Plan 2015-2021 and 
achieve the plan targets and objectives. 

Ongoing 



SIO20: To promote sustainable design and 
construction to help reduce emissions from 
the demolition and construction of buildings. 

Ongoing – As part of the development 
management process 

SIO21: To encourage the use of internal 
ducting/staircores within all new mixed-use 
developments, where appropriate, to 
facilitate air extraction/ventilation units and 
other associated plant and services. 

Ongoing – As part of the development 
management process 

SIO22: To maintain and manage a Dublin 
ambient air quality monitoring network and to 
make available to the public the resulting air 
quality measurements. 

Ongoing 

SIO23: To implement the Dublin 
Agglomeration Environmental Noise Action 
Plan (2013 – 2018) in co-operation with the 
other local authorities in Dublin and the Irish 
Aviation Authority. 

Ongoing 

SIO24: To protect the designated ‘Quiet 
Areas’ within the city from increased 
exposure to noise. 

Ongoing – As part of the development 
management process 

SIO25: To support new technologies and 
practices as a power source in transport to 
reduce noise. 

Ongoing 

SIO26: To protect residents of mixed-use 
developments from noise emanating from 
other uses such as shops, offices, 
nightclubs, late night busking, public houses 
and other night time uses through the 
planning system. 

Ongoing – As part of the development 
management process 

SIO27: To give careful consideration to the 
location of noise-sensitive developments, 
including the horizontal and vertical layout of 
apartment schemes, so as to ensure they 
are protected from major noise sources 
where practical. 

Ongoing – As part of the development 
management process 

SIO28: To support and facilitate the 
monitoring and enforcement by the 
environmental health department of noise 
reduction measures in areas experiencing 
excess noise. 

Ongoing – As part of the development 
management process 

SIO29: To take cognisance of the Dublin 
Agglomeration Environmental Noise Action 
Plan   2013-2018 during the development 
and implementation of any policies for the 
city and before any major planning 
developments commence within Dublin. 

Ongoing – As part of the preparation the 
development and implementation of any 
policies for the city and as part of the 
development management process 



SIO30: To avoid a proliferation of 
communications masts and antennae and 
facilitate the potential for future mast sharing 
and co-location. 

Ongoing – As part of the development 
management process 

SIO31: To support the emerging Smart 
Dublin Framework which will allow greater 
flexibility for the city to work with universities 
entrepreneurs and companies, to co-
innovate, test and deploy new urban 
solutions. 

Ongoing 

SIO32: To support the installation of high-
speed technologies, where practicable, in 
accordance with the Department of 
Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources documents including 
Recommendations for Open Access Fibre 
Ducting and Interior Cabling for New 
Residential Buildings; Making Home Fibre 
Ready, 2011; the National Broadband Plan 
2012 – Delivering a Connected Society and 
National Digital Strategy for Ireland 2013; 
Doing more with Digital – Phase 1 Digital 
Engagement. 

Ongoing 

SIO33: To support the development of 
energy efficient initiatives such as use of 
District Heating and Combined Heat and 
Power, and to promote the use of CHP in 
large developments  

Ongoing – Currently investigating and 
promoting District Heating as an energy 
source for the city. 

 

 

Chapter 10: Green Infrastructure, Open Space & Recreation 

 

In helping to achieve a green connected city and more sustainable neighbourhoods in line 
with the core strategy of the development plan, Dublin City Council introduced a Green 
Infrastructure Strategy that connects green spaces and other natural features such as rivers 
and canals to different parts of the city. The strategy ensures that the provision and 
enhancement of facilities and amenities for children and young people such as playgrounds 
and parks is prioritised. The strategy includes integrated open spaces, green ways for 
cycling, walking, areas of high biodiversity value and recreational areas. The council is 
delivering on this strategy through local level actions and plans. 

Since the adoption of the development plan, the council have developed and progressed 
green spaces projects such as, the Dodder Greenway, Chocolate Park, Weaver Park, 
Bridgefoot Street, St Teresa’s Gardens, St Luke’s, St Audeon’s and a Linear Park along 
James’s Hospital. These spaces help to unlock spatial gaps in the city that enhances the 
amenity value in the local area and improves the health and social wellbeing of the local 
community.  



The Council continues to support and progress the actions contained in the Dublin City 
Biodiversity Action Plan and the Dublin City tree strategy, promoting biodiversity and trees in 
the city. To allow for essential monitoring, the Parks and Landscapes Services Division is 
continuing to survey and map flora and fauna in the city. Dublin City Sports & Wellbeing 
Partnership Strategy was published in 2017 and the council will support the actions therein. 

  

Objectives  Progress  

GIO1: To integrate Green Infrastructure 
solutions into new developments and as part 
of the development of a Green Infrastructure 
Strategy for the city. 

 

Ongoing – new developments to include 
green infrastructure solutions as part of the 
development management process 

GIO2: To apply principles of Green 
Infrastructure development to inform the 
development management process in terms 
of design and layout of new residential 
areas, business/industrial development and 
other significant projects. 

 

Ongoing – new developments to include 
green infrastructure solutions as part of the 
development management process 

GIO3: To focus on key streets in the city 
area between the canals for ‘greening’ by 
way of higher standards of planting and 
amenity along key routes. 

 

Ongoing – being implemented through local 
level actions plan/public realm master plans 

GIO4:To improve pedestrian and cycle 
access routes to strategic level amenities 
while ensuring that ecosystem functions and 
existing amenity uses are not compromised 
and existing biodiversity and heritage is 
protected and enhanced. 

 

Ongoing – new developments to include 
green infrastructure solutions as part of the 
development management process 

GIO5: To engage with and involve corporate 
volunteers, landowners and relevant 
agencies to support their communities in the 
development and delivery of green 
infrastructure programmes. 

 

Ongoing  

GIO6: To prepare a Landscape Character 
Assessment (LCA) for Dublin city during the 
lifetime of the plan in accordance with the 
National Landscape Strategy and 
forthcoming national methodology. 

Ongoing  

 

 

 



GIO7: To promote the city landscapes, 
including rivers, canals and Bay, as a major 
resource for the city and forming core areas 
of green infrastructure network. 

 

Ongoing – new developments to regards to 
city landscapes as part of the development 
management process 

GIO8: To undertake a ‘Views and Prospects’ 
study to identify and protect the key views 
and prospects of the city. Additional views 
and prospects may be identified through the 
development management process and local 
area plans. 

 

Ongoing 

GIO9: To maximise managed access to key 
landscape and amenity areas of Dublin city 

 

Ongoing – new developments show 
compliance as part of the development 
management process 

GIO10: (i) To support the provision of 
community gardens/allotments/local 
markets/pocket parks, where feasible, and in 
particular as temporary uses on vacant, 
under-utilised or derelict sites in the city. 

(ii) To support proposals for site allotments 
on the site of the Old Community Centre 
Bluebell while also retaining the hall building. 

 

Ongoing  

GIO11: To support the implementation of the 
Dublin City Council Parks Strategy.  

 

Ongoing – new developments to have 
regards to council strategy as part of the 
development management process 

GIO12: To improve visitor facilities, including 
cafes, toilet, shower and changing room 
facilities, based on the recommendations of 
the Parks Strategy. 

 

Ongoing  

GIO13: To implement Conservation Plans 
for: Merrion Square, Mountjoy Square, 
Palmerston Park, Herbert Park and 
Sandymount Green and Wolfe Tone Park. 

 

Yet to commence 

GIO14: (i)To seek the designation of Liffey 
Valley (from Islandbridge to the city 
boundary), Sandymount and Merrion 
Strands, the Phoenix Park and also Irishtown 
Nature Park as Special Amenity Areas and 

Yet to commence 

 

 



to prepare Special Amenity Area Orders 
(SAAO’s) for same. 

(ii) To protect and conserve the historic 
landscape of the Phoenix Park and it’s 
archaeological, architectural and natural 
heritage whilst facilitating visitor access, 
education and interpretation, facilitating the 
sustainable use of the park’s resources for 
recreation and other appropriate activities, 
encouraging research and maintaining its 
sense of peace and tranquillity. 

 

 

OPW has produced Plan for Phoenix Park 

 

GIO15: To seek to expand Mount Bernard 
Park northwards to the Royal Canal, with a 
bridge connecting with the Green Way 

 

Ongoing  

GIO16: To promote and actively pursue the 
development of a park in the area known as 
Scully’s Field between Clonskeagh and 
Milltown. 

 

Yet to commence 

GIO17: To seek the continued improvement 
of water quality, bathing facilities and other 
recreational opportunities in the coastal, 
estuarine and surface waters in the city and 
to protect the ecology and wildlife of Dublin 
Bay. 

Ongoing – All planning applications are 
referred to our Drainage division for 
comment as part of the development 
management process 

GIO18: To protect and improve the natural 
character of watercourses, including the 
Dodder, and to promote access, walkways, 
cycleways and other compatible recreational 
uses along them, having regard to 
environmental sensitivities.  

 

Ongoing – new developments to have 
regards to waterbodies as part of the 
development management process 

GIO19: To maintain beaches at Dollymount, 
Sandymount, Merrion and Poolbeg/Shelly 
Banks to a high standard, and to develop 
their recreational potential as a seaside 
amenity, in order to bring them to ‘Blue Flag’ 
standard subject to Article 6 Assessment of 
the Habitats Directive. 

Ongoing  

GIO20: To establish, where feasible, river 
corridors, free from development, along all 
significant watercourses in the city. 

Ongoing – new developments to show 
compliance as part of the development 
management process 



GIO21: To co-operate with the relevant 
adjoining local authorities of Dún Laoghaire 
Rathdown and South Dublin Councils in 
developing a strategy for the preparation and 
graduated implementation of an integrated 
Maintenance , Improvement and 
Environmental Management Plan for the 
entire length of the River Dodder and to 
support the establishment of a co-ordinating 
River Dodder Authority or equivalent body to 
implement that strategy. This plan should 
reflect the relevant recommendations of the 
Eastern Catchment Flood Risk Assessment 
and Management and associated Unit of 
Measurement Flood Risk Management 
Plan(s) and associated Environmental 
Reports. 

 

Ongoing  

GIO22: To promote and upgrade visitor 
facilities at North Bull Island to raise 
awareness of biodiversity and promote 
nature conservation and manage recreation 
sustainably, having regard to Article (6) of 
the Habitats Directive. 

 

Ongoing  

GIO23: To support the implementation of the 
‘Dublin City Biodiversity Action Plan 2015-
2020’, including inter alia (a) the 
conservation of priority species, habitats and 
natural heritage features, and (b) the 
protection of designated sites.  

 

Ongoing – new developments to have 
regards to the action plan as part of the 
development management process 

GIO24: To develop Biosecurity Codes of 
Practice to deal with invasive species and 
ensure compliance with EU (Birds and 
Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 and EU 
Regulations 2014 on the prevention and 
management of the introduction and spread 
of invasive alien species. 

 

Ongoing  

GIO25: To protect trees in accordance with 
existing Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) 
and, subject to resources, explore the 
allocation of additional TPOs for 
important/special trees within the city based 
on their contribution to amenity or the 
environment.  

Ongoing  



GIO26: To review ancient and species-rich 
hedgerows within the city (as identified in the 
2006 survey of ancient and species-rich 
hedgerows in Dublin city) and protect 
existing hedgerow sections.  

 

Ongoing  

GIO27: To protect trees, hedgerows or 
groups of trees which function as wildlife 
corridors or ‘stepping stones’ in accordance 
with Article 10 of the EU Habitats Directive. 

 

Ongoing – new developments to include 
have regards to tree strategy as part of the 
development management process 

GIO28: To identify opportunities for new tree 
planting to ensure continued regeneration of 
tree cover across the city, taking account of 
the context within which a tree is to be 
planted and planting appropriate tree species 
for the location. 

 

Ongoing – new developments to include 
have regards to tree strategy as part of the 
development management process 

GIO29: To encourage trees to be 
incorporated in (a) the provision of temporary 
green spaces (e.g. pop-up parks) either 
planted into the soil or within moveable 
containers as appropriate and (b) within 
sustainable urban drainage systems (SUDS), 
as appropriate. 

Ongoing – new developments to have 
regards to tree strategy as part of the 
development management process 

GIO30: To support the implementation of the 
Dublin City Play Plan 2012-2017, which aims 
to provide inclusive and accessible play 
opportunities for children and young people. 

Ongoing – new developments to have 
regards to park’s strategy as part of the 
development management process 

GIO31: To encourage and facilitate the 
introduction of amenities in parks such as 
table tennis, games tables, outdoor gyms, 
adult exercise equipments, bowling greens, 
etc. 

Ongoing – new developments to have 
regards to park’s strategy as part of the 
development management process 

GIO32: To endeavour to provide play spaces 
in every neighbourhood in the city, which are 
open to public use. 

Ongoing – new developments to have 
regards to objective as part of the 
development management process 

GIO33: To involve children and young 
people in green initiatives and biodiversity 
projects, having regard to their need to 
interact with and be educated by nature. 

Ongoing – new developments to have 
regards to objective as part of the 
development management process 

GIO34: To examine the possibility of using 
suitable undeveloped land temporarily as 
informal recreational space. 

Ongoing  



GIO35: To examine under-used and disused 
laneways and back streets in the city centre 
and investigate the possibility of promoting 
activities, regard being given to the amenity 
of residents in the vicinity.  

 

Ongoing  

GIO36: To endeavour to provide a multi-
purpose sports facility for residents of the 
south west inner city. 

 

Ongoing  

GIO37: To provide additional sports facilities 
for young people in the Ringsend/Irishtown 
Area 

 

Ongoing – Local Environmental 
Improvement Plan for Ringsend Irishtown 
published 

GIO38: To redevelop Dalymount Park soccer 
stadium providing enhanced sporting 
recreational and community amenities and 
as part of this development to celebrate the 
rich sporting history of this site. 

Ongoing – Local Environmental 
Improvement Plan for Phibsborough 
Published 

GIO39: To seek the provision of a fit for 
purpose public park solely designed around 
children and all their play needs. That this 
park would have at its centre inclusiveness 
and be built and designed in such a way as 
to not be a hindrance to any child with a 
disability and that this park be centred within 
the city core and be a lasting legacy to the 
principal of cherishing all the children of the 
nation equally  

Ongoing 

 

Chapter 11: Built Heritage and Culture 

Architectural Conservation Areas (ACAs) 

Proposed Temple Bar and Liffey Quays (Aston Quay, Crampton Quay, Wellington Quay, 
Bachelor’s Walk and Ormond Quay Lower) Architectural Conservation Area (ACA); the 
survey, mapping and historical research work and architectural character assessment is 
largely compete. A review of Record of Protected Structures within the ACA is underway in 
conjunction with the findings of the recent survey by the National Inventory of Architectural 
Heritage (NAIH). Preparatory drafting of an ACA document has commenced.   

Record of Protected Structures (RPS) 

Since the 21st October 2016, there have been 21 additions to the RPS, 3 amendments or 
clarifications (relating to 8 structures) and 2 group deletions. The group deletions to the RPS 
were undertaken in association with the adoption by the City Council of an Architectural 
Conservation Area (ACA) for Haddon Road/Victoria Road and Hollybrook Road respectively 
(as a follow on from the previous Dublin City Development Plan 2011-2017).   



Built Heritage Investment Scheme  

National funding scheme for historic structures (Protected Structures or situated in an ACA) 
provided by the Department of Culture, Heritage & the Gaeltacht; administered and 
supervised by DCC’s Conservation Section. Modest grants of between €2,000 and €15,000 
per project, with match funding from the owner.   

• BHIS 2017: 38 projects approved and completed with a total grant funding of 
€384,250 provided. It is estimated that the grant aided works generated c. 2,000 
employment days, with a total spend €1,048,389.33 on conservation works to protected 
structures.   

• BHIS 2018: 52 applications have been approved for funding under the BHIS.  Total 
funding available to Dublin City of €298,000. Works completed or nearing completion.  Final 
works approvals and drawdown of funding imminent.   

 

Structures-at-Risk Fund 2017 and 2018  

National funding scheme for historic structures that are at risk provided by the Department of 
Culture, Heritage & the Gaeltacht; administered and supervised by DCC’s Conservation 
Section.  

• SRF 2017: 1 application approved for funding of €15,000 and completed.   

• 2018: 4 applications have been approved for funding. €74,000 made available in 
funding to SRF DCC. Works completed.  Drawdown of funding imminent.   

 

Living City Initiative   

A total of 54 valid applications for the LCI have been received since 2015, of which 10 were 
submitted following the relaunch of the initiative in February of this year. 18 letters of 
certification issued to date.  

 

Buildings-at-Risk 

Since 2016, the Archaeology, Conservation & Heritage Section has  a planning officer 
covering the Buildings-at-Risk Register (of endangered Protected Structures), which is being 
reviewed and updated on an ongoing basis, including liaison with the Planning Enforcement, 
Derelict Sites and Dangerous Buildings Sections, as well as the Active Land Management 
Unit, where required.   

 

Other Built Heritage Objectives 

14 Henrietta Street officially opened on 14th September 2018. A new management system 
has been put in place - a separate, independently-managed company, wholly owned by the 
Council called Dublin City Council Culture Company.  Its job is to connect Dubliners to their 
city through making and taking part in culture 



The implementation of the St. Luke’s Church Conservation Plan has been largely completed, 
including the conservation works to the north and south graveyards, as well as the 
landscaping works to create a publically accessible pocket park.   

The Conservation Plan for St. James’s Graveyard is being implemented under the 
supervision of the Council’s Parks and Landscape Services Division, advised and supported 
by the project Steering Committee including the Archaeology, Conservation & Heritage 
Section, and the Area Office.   

The Conservation Plan for the City Walls is to be implemented incrementally over time.  The 
current project for the City Wall at the Wood Quay Venue involves monitoring and 
conservation works, with the presentation of content and explanatory material to be provided 
in the venue during 2019. 

Specific Objective Progress 

CHCO1: To undertake a survey and review of the 
Record of Protected Structures (RPS) within the 
identified phase 1 priority areas (as set out in section 
11.1.4.  The strategic Approach) of special historic 
and architectural interest, as part of the ongoing 
strategic management of the RPS 

In progress 

CHCO2: To designate further Architectural 
Conservation Areas within the identified phase 1 
priority areas (as set out in section 11.1.4 The 
Strategic Approach) of special historic and 
architectural interest. Phase 2 of the survey and 
review, based on the rationale set out in subsection 
11.1.4 (bullet point 1), will include; areas adjacent to 
phase 1 priority areas; extension of the Thomas 
Street ACA; Pembroke / Rathmines Lower & Upper / 
Belgrave Square; Stoneybatter/Oxmantown/Arbour 
Hill; Ranelagh Village 

Work ongoing – Temple Bar 

CHCO3: To review and consider the 
recommendations of the National Inventory of 
Architectural Heritage as part of the conservation 
strategy to review the Record of Protected 
Structures and to designate Architectural 
Conservation Areas within the identified phase 1 
priority areas (as set out in section 11.1.4 The 
Strategic Approach) of special historic and 
architectural interest. Consideration will also be 
given to the inclusion of industrial heritage structures 
of special interest 

Ongoing 

CHCO4: To review the zoning objectives and the 
red-lined hatched conservation designations as part 
of the conservation strategy to review the Record of 
Protected Structures and to designate Architectural 
Conservation Areas within the identified phase 1 
priority areas (as set out in section 11.1.4 The 
Strategic Approach) of special historic and 
architectural interest. Consideration will also be 
given to the inclusion of industrial heritage structures 
of special interest 

In progress 



CHCO5: To continue the compilation of the 
database of the Record of Protected Structures and 
Architectural Conservation Areas 

In progress 

CHCO6: To provide guidance for owners of 
protected structures or historic buildings on 
upgrading for energy efficiency and to promote the 
principles of sustainable building design in 
conservation 

Provided by DEHLG 

CHCO7: To maintain a register of Buildings at Risk 
in which protected structures at risk from neglect or 
wilful damage will be entered and actions may be 
taken to ensure their survival 

Ongoing 

CHCO8: To prepare schemes for Areas of Special 
Planning Control, where deemed desirable and 
appropriate, having regard to statutory needs of the 
city 

O’Connell Street and Grafton 
designated ASPCs 

CHCO9: Bewley's Oriental Café at No. 78/79 
Grafton Street, is deemed to be a use that 
contributes significantly to the special and unique 
character of Grafton Street and, as such, is 
considered an essential part of the street. It is an 
objective, in accordance with the Scheme of Special 
Planning Control for Grafton Street and Environs, to 
protect the use of the entire building as a café, which 
is intrinsic to the special character of the building 

On RPS No. 3254 

CHCO10:  

1. To implement the archaeological actions of 
the Dublin City Heritage Plan 2002-6 in light of the 
Dublin City Heritage Plan Review 2012. 

2. To prepare and implement conservation 
plans for National Monuments and Monuments in 
DCC care (City Walls, St Luke’s Church, St James’s 
Graveyard, St. Thomas’s Abbey, St Canice’s 
Graveyard etc). 

3. To maintain, develop and promote the Dublin 
City Archaeological Archive (DCAA) at Pearse 
Street Library and Archives. 

4. To ensure the public dissemination of the 
findings of licensed archaeological activity in Dublin 
through the Dublin County Archaeology GIS. 

5. To develop a long-term management plan to 
promote the conservation, management and 
interpretation of archaeological sites and 
monuments and to identify areas for strategic 
research. 

 

Ongoing as per introduction above 



6. To have regard to the city’s industrial 
heritage and Dublin City Industrial Heritage   Record 
(DCIHR) in the preparation of Local Area Plans 
(LAPs) and the assessment of planning applications 
and to publish the DCIHR online. To review the 
DCIHR in accordance with Ministerial 
recommendations arising from the national Inventory 
of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) survey of Dublin 
City and in accordance with the Strategic Approach 
set out in Section 11.1.4 of this Chapter 

7. To promote awareness of, and access to, the 
city’s archaeological inheritance and foster high-
quality public archaeology.  

8. To promote archaeological best practice in 
Dublin city. 

9. To promote the awareness of the 
international significance of Viking Dublin and to 
support post-excavation research into the Wood 
Quay excavations 1962-81. 

10. To develop a strategy for the former Civic 
Museum collection and for other collections of civic 
interest and importance. 

11. To investigate the potential for the erection of 
Columbarium Walls. 

12. To support the implementation of the 
Kilmainham Mill Conservation Plan. 

13. Dublin City Council will seek to work with 
Diageo to undertake a more comprehensive 
industrial heritage survey of the constituent historic 
buildings within the Guinness Brewery complex at 
Saint James’s Gate. 

CHCO11: To continue to review and implement the 
Dublin City Heritage Plan. To publish the Dublin City 
Heritage Plan in 2017 based on the consultative 
process undertaken in 2012 

Work has commenced 

CHCO12: To implement the signage strategy for the 
city walls 

Yet to commence 

CHCO13: To undertake specific priority conservation 
works projects and to seek to identify additional 
national grant mechanisms to aid in the 
implementation of such projects 

Built Heritage Investment Scheme in 
place 

CHCO14: To co-operate with other agencies in the 
investigation of climate change on the fabric of 
historic buildings in the city 

Drafting document “Built-to-last” – 
Energy Efficiency in pre-1945 
dwellings in Dublin”, to be published 
(subject to funding) in 2019 or early 
2020. 



CHCO15: To commemorate and appropriately 
celebrate the centenary of historic events including 
the 1916 Rebellion and other commemorative 
events associated with Irish Independence 

Many events have taken place 

CHCO16: To undertake a feasibility study to identify 
suitable uses, potential partners, funding 
opportunities and a conservation strategy to secure 
the conservation, future use and appropriate 
development of the former Pigeon House hotel and 
former Pigeon House Power Station for the benefit 
of the City of Dublin. Provide further reports to the 
Area Committee on the technical appraisal being 
carried out by ESB in relation to the Poolbeg 
chimneys, which are iconic features of the Dublin 
skyline and of the industrial heritage of Dublin 

Expression of Interest submitted and 
currently under assessment 

CHCO17: To undertake a feasibility study for the 
development of a museum of urban social history in 
Dublin based around utilising and exhibiting the 
Dublin Civic Museum collection and the Dublin 
Tenement Museum at 14 Henrietta Street museum 

Completed and in operation 

CHCO18: To develop a strategy for collection of oral 
history and folklore in Dublin city in conjunction with 
the Irish Folklore Foundation, under the Dublin City 
Heritage Plan 

Part of Heritage Plan 

CHCO19: To promote the Liberties as an area of 
historical, archaeological, industrial and cultural 
heritage in Dublin City through authentic exhibits, 
improving access to cultural heritage sites and 
fostering engagement through community 
archaeology and heritage projects 

St Luke’s & St James graveyard are 
examples of this approach 

CHCO20: To facilitate the growth and continued 
development of cultural life in the city by supporting 
the implementation of Dublin City Council’s Cultural 
Strategy 2015 - 2021 

Ongoing 

CHCO21To support a range of cultural initiatives 
and facilitate the provision of a broad range of 
cultural facilities reflecting the city’s diverse ethnic 
populations 

Ongoing 

CHCO22: The City Council will conduct cultural 
audits (qualitative and quantitative) in all city areas 
paying particular attention to developing cultural 
clusters 

Taking place in relation to SDZs and 
SDRAs 

CHCO23: The City Arts Office will continue to 
develop its role as broker between the owners of 
vacant premises/properties and artists seeking 
temporary accommodation, with the assistance of 
and in conjunction with the active land management 
role of the City’s Planning and Property 
Development Department 

Ongoing 



CHCO24: To ensure that fit-for-purpose, accessible, 
cultural facilities are considered as part of larger 
developments in the city, having regard to Dublin 
City Council’s Cultural Needs Analysis 

Part of DM process 

CHCO25: To encourage and facilitate the provision 
of affordable live-work units and studios/cultural 
spaces for artists as part of larger residential and 
mixed-use developments 

Part of DM process 

CHCO26: To support and facilitate the change of 
use of vacant commercial units to publicly 
accessible cultural work spaces, performance 
venues, art galleries etc. on a temporary basis 
through the development management process 

Part of DM process 

CHCO27: To support the cultural development of 
those cultural quarters including the North Georgian 
City and O’Connell Street Quarter and the 
Heuston/Royal Hospital Quarter and promote 
linkage to the historic village area of 
Kilmainham/Inchicore (including industrial heritage 
sites such as the old mill at Rowerstown Lane, 
Bluebell), focusing on under-utilised amenity 
resources, increased permeability, and encouraging 
a vibrant area in which to work and live while having 
regard to the grain and historic character of these 
areas 

Work ongoing on a number of 
projects including Kilmainham Mills. 

CHCO28: To discourage an over-concentration of 
large public houses in any particular area to ensure 
a balanced mix of cultural uses, including venues for 
live music, theatre, film and dance, whilst protecting 
the residential amenities of city centre residents 

Implemented through DM process 

CHCO29: To continue to animate the public domain 
by facilitating and supporting the delivery of an 
annual events programme by Dublin City Council in 
collaboration with key event and festival partners, 
whilst protecting the residential amenities of the 
surrounding area 

Ongoing through Cultural & 
Recreational Dept 

CHCO30: To seek to provide a “revolutionary” or 
“green” trail in the city, linking sites such as Boland’s 
Mills, GPO, Moore Street, Dublin Castle, 
Kilmainham Jail and Richmond Barracks, Mount 
Street Bridge, the Mendicity Institute, Arbour Hill, 
The Four Courts, Annesley Bridge and North King 
Street similar to that in Boston, which can be a 
significant tourist attraction 

Dublincitydiscovery.com is an 
interactive virtual website showing 
timeline of 1916 Rising.  Produced by 
DCC 

CHCO31: To develop a 1916 Historic Quarter, 
including Moore Street, with its National Monument 
and historic terrace, an appropriately developed 
street market, the GPO and Parnell Square, creating 
an integrated historic, literary and commercial focus 

In March 2017 Moore Street 
Consultative Group submitted report 
to Minister for Arts, Heritage and 
Gaeltacht. Oversight Group 
established to advance project with 



for the north city centre and providing potential for 
tourism and to prepare a Development Brief for the 
Moore Street Area which addresses the above 

new site owners 

CHCO32: To promote and facilitate the development 
of a mixed-use cultural facility in Parnell Square 
anchored by a new City Library, stimulating the 
regeneration of the north inner city 

Design of City library is advancing 

 

Chapter 12 

Cg 12: Sustainable Communities and Neighbourhoods  

This chapter of the development plan provides a holistic and inclusive approach to 
neighbourhood and community development, defining those elements that make a good 
neighbourhood, and it places a particular focus on community and stakeholder engagement.  

Local Area Plans and Strategic Development Zones are key tools used in the creation of 
sustainable quality urban neighbourhoods. Since the 2016 Plan was adopted, the City has 
adopted a new LAP for Ballymun and approved a SDZ for Poolbeg, with both of these plans 
providing for coordinated approaches and objectives to deliver new housing alongside 
existing and proposed new social and community infrastructure.  These plans also allowed 
for high levels of community engagement and participation in co-ordinating the objectives 
therein. Work is also currently underway in preparing a new LAP for Park West and Cherry 
Orchard, with community consultations sessions held locally at the start of this year.  

In developing large tracts of land, either through the LAP/SDZ process or other large DCC 
sites is the need to ensure that there is sufficient social and community infrastructure in 
place to support the new population. A key part of this is to ensure that there is sufficient 
schools in place to cater from the growing population and Dublin City Council is working with 
the department of Education and Skills to ensure that where required schools can be 
provided in keeping with new housing, for example in Clongriffin-Belmayne where a 
significant new community is emerging at the edge of the City.  

The development of Dublin’s Culture Connects, a Dublin City Council initiative, is a 
significant tool in developing sustainable and inclusive communities. Part of Dublin’s Cultural 
Strategy it is building participation and partnership between organisations empowering local 
communities.  Their work of mapping and connecting cultural and community projects is 
helping to act as a catalyst for community development and civic engagement 

It is an Objective of Dublin City Council: 

Objective No. Objective   Update 

SNO1 To engage with cultural, 
community and 

corporate stakeholders in an 
area, to 

develop inclusive strategies 
for community 

infrastructure provision. 

 

The preparation and implementation of each 
LAP/ SDZ involves engagement with all 
sectors of a local community in additional to 
national prescribed bodies, with the specific 
intention of ensuring the provision of 
appropriate location specific strategies and 
targets for community infrastructure provision.  
Implementing of the Phibsborough LEIP this 
year includes the establishment of a local 
‘cultural network’ by the Arts Office in the 
Phibsborough area.  



SNO2: To liaise with the Department 
of Education 

and Skills on the educational 
needs of 

the city to ascertain the need 
for new or 

expanding educational 
facilities in the city to 

service the growing 
population. 

The City Council engages with the 
Department of Education and Skills at regular 
intervals, and in particular during the 
preparation phase for local area plans, 
strategic development zones, and where the 
City Council is redeveloping large tracts of 
land such as under the Housing Land 
Initiative. In preparing any of these plans the 
City Council provides the Dept. of Education 
and Skills with projections for new house 
numbers which is then translated into 
educational need.   

SNO3 To actively assist and liaise 
with the DES in 

the provision of new schools 
where there 

is a demand for such and to 
facilitate any 

potential expansion of 
existing schools 

throughout the city 

The City Council is actively engaging with the 
Department of Education and Skills with 
regard to the provision of new schools, for 
example in the Clongriffin-Belmayne area 
where there is a large growing population, and 
where new schools are required under the 
2012 LAP.  As above on-going consultation is 
also taking place where the City Council is 
redeveloping large tracts of land.  

 

SNO4 To assist the Department of 
Education 

and Skills with regard to the 
provision of 

a new school site at the 
Smurfit Complex 

on Botanic Road or at 
another appropriate 

location in the locality. 

The City Council is currently in discussions 
with the Department of Education and Skills 
regarding the educational need for schools in 
the wider Dublin 9 area.  

 

SN05 To undertake a review of City 
Council 

community facilities in order 
to optimise, 

align and integrate services 
across 

neighbourhoods and 
communities. 

DCC has commissioned Culture Connects to 
carry out an in-depth audit of all community 
and cultural facilities across the city, and this 
work is currently on-going, with an expected 
completion date c. end 2019. 

SN06: To have regard, in the 
preparation of local 

level plans to the Dublin Age 
Friendly City 

Strategy 2014 – 2019 and the 
Children‘s Services Policy 
Statement. 

In preparing local area plans, LEIPs and other 
local plans, the needs of all sectors of the 
community are taken into consideration, 
including holding specific youth consultations 
where considered appropriate, e.g. youth 
consultations held for the Park West Cherry 
Orchard LAP held in the local Orchard centre 
in March this year.   



Chapter 13: Monitoring, Implementation and Development Management 

The responsibility for implementing the plan lies with the planning authority through the 
development management process. Applicants who intend to develop within the Dublin city 
area are obliged to ensure that their application is consistent with the objectives of the plan. 
If it cannot be shown conclusively compliance with objectives, planning permission will not 
be forthcoming. 

The recent upturn in the economy has seen the number of planning applications increase by 
over 60% from c1230 in 2012 to almost 3000 in 2017 (application are continuing to increase 
in 2018 at an average of 8% per month to date). The number of pre-planning consultations 
has increased by 100% +, from 320 to 750. Furthermore the size and complexity of 
applications has increased, reflected in the increase in S48 Contributions from €10.4m to 
€34m in 2017. A more questioning and informed public, together with the increased number 
of Councillors, changes in legislation and more onerous EU directives have all resulted in 
significantly increased workloads. The table below shows the increase in the Development 
Management workload. 

YEAR Valid Applications Planning Fee Income S 48 Levy Pre-Application  
         Consultations 

2009  2,269  2,108,857  10,225,099  324 

2010  1,694  996.133  15,042,124  259 

2011  1,593  1,077,889  10,400,422  315 

2012  1,231  796,685  10,400,422  322 

2013  1,784  1,196,478   7,927,341  379 

2014  1, 931  1,277,917   8,946,774   572 

2015  2, 304  2,504,402  12,307,428  696 

2016  2, 440  2,857,565  21,538,245  702 

2017  2715  2,523,361  34,087,876  622 



 Chapter 14  Land Use Zoning 

This chapter sets out the general land-use and zoning policies and objectives of the plan. It 
provides an explanation of the land use categories and the zoning objectives that apply to 
them. The zoning policies and objectives have been derived from the core strategy. It should 
be noted that the land use objectives in this chapter are not actionable objectives, but 
guiding principles informing the land use zone therein. 

With regard to the progress of the current development plan in relation to zoning, the 
following variations to the land use zoning chapter have been made: 

Variation Number Description of Variation Status 

4 Rezoning the former Harold’s 
Cross Stadium site, Harold’s 
Cross Road, Dublin 6 from 
Z9 (open space) to Z15 
(Institutional) 

Adopted by City Council 19th 
September 2017 

5 Rezoning site at the former 
Chivers Factory, Coolock 
Drive, Dublin 17 from Z6 to 
Z1 (Residential) 

Adopted by City Council 5th 
March 2018 

 

Chapter 15 Strategic Development and Regeneration Areas: Guiding Principles for 
Development 

The city contains a number of strategic development and regeneration areas (SDRAs) 
capable of delivering significant quanta of homes and employment for the city, either through 
the development of greenfield sites or through or through the regeneration of the existing 
built city. The following table gives an update as to the status of each SDRA: 

SDRA Location Current Status 

 

SDRA 1 North Fringe 

(Belmayne-Clongriffin) 

LAP extended to 2022 to support continued 
delivery of new housing and development.  
Masterplan for Belmayne currently being 
finalised.  Traffic study ongoing with FCC & 
NTA; retail & economic study finalised and 
informing plan.  

SDRA 2 Ballymun Local area plan prepared and now adopted 
(2017).  Work now taking place on 
implementation on a number of sites. 
Permission granted for a number of new 
developments. 

SDRA 3 Ashtown/Pelletstown A mid-term review of this Plan was completed 
and presented to the area committee in June 
2017. A report on a time extension of this Plan 
has been prepared for circulation by the City 
Council. Construction active on the site with 
first phases of new housing nearing 
completion. 

http://www.dublincity.ie/sites/default/files/content/Planning/DublinCityDevelopmentPlan/Dev1622/Adopted%20Spec%20Variation%20No4.pdf
http://www.dublincity.ie/sites/default/files/content/Planning/DublinCityDevelopmentPlan/Dev1622/Adopted%20Spec%20Variation%20No4.pdf
http://www.dublincity.ie/sites/default/files/content/Planning/DublinCityDevelopmentPlan/Dev1622/Adopted%20Spec%20Variation%20No4.pdf


SDRA 4 Park West/Cherry Orchard Process of preparing a LAP commenced, with 
public consultation on pre-draft stage 
complete, and work continuing on draft 
preparation including social strategy for the 
LAP.  

SDRA 5  Naas Road Lands The Naas Road Lands Local Area Plan (LAP), 
2013, seeks the comprehensive 
redevelopment of underutilised / low intensity 
commercial land banks, located along the 
Naas Road QBC and Luas Red Line, for 
significant residential and mixed use 
development.   Since the plan was adopted 
there has been little activity within the LAP 
area.  Permission has been granted for 358 
residential units on Key site no. 4. 

SDRA 6 Docklands (NLGCD SDZ) Implementation of the SDZ is taking place at a 
rapid pace, with significant development 
underway plus a number of DCC led public 
realm and bridge projects proceeding through 
design and planning. 

SDRA 7 Heuston Station & Environs An urban design framework plan informed the 
drafting of the SDRA.  As yet no further work 
has taken place on these lands. 

SDRA 8  Grangegorman & Environs Implementation of the SDZ is taking place 
with a number of key college buildings now 
under construction and the school.  Some 
necessary small changes to the Scheme 
approved by An Bord Pleanala in September 
2018.  A number of locally important public 
realm improvements and connections 
proceeding in the area. 

SDRA 9 St. Michael’s Estate This is a housing regeneration site and work 
is continuing in partnership with the DHCLG 
on bringing significant new development to 
this site.  A pilot cost rental model was 
launched for the site in July 2018 and work is 
progressing on design. 

SDRA 10 Dominick Street Permission is granted for redevelopment of 
these lands, with tenders being finalised and 
work progressing on moving to construction in 
the near future.   

SDRA 11 O’Devaney Gardens This is a housing regeneration site, with 
construction now commenced on phase 1, 
which will deliver 56 social housing units. 
Tender work being finalised for phase 2 
(remainder of the site).     

SDRA 12 St. Teresa’s Gardens This is a housing regeneration site.  A revised 
masterplan has now been finalised and 
presented to the Area Committee in 2018.  
Work on phase 1 is now moving forward.  (54 
houses to commence soon). 



SDRA 13 Dolphin House Phase 1 now nearing completion with units 
due for occupation in November 2018.  Phase 
2 design under progress.   

SDRA 14 Croke Villas & Environs Part 8 approved in December 2017.  
Demolition of blocks commenced.   

SDRA 15 St. James Medical Campus & 
Environs 

A Regeneration Working Group has been set 
up comprising the NCH, SJH, IDA and DCC. 

SDRA 16 Liberties (including 
Newmarket & Digital Hub) 

LAP extended to 2020. Implementation is 
continuing, with a number of active building 
sites and permissions within the LAP area.  
DCC progressing a number of public realm 
upgrades and a new park within the area.  

SDRA 17 Oscar Traynor Road Work commenced on bringing these lands 
forward with site investigation started and 
tender process initiated.   

SDRA 18 National Concert Hall SDRA guidance and objectives contained in 
the Development Plan 

 

Chapter 16 Development Standards: Design, Layout, Mix of Uses and Sustainable 
Design 

The implementation of the Development Standards contained within Chapter 16 of the 
Development Plan are monitored on an on-going basis through the development 
management process. The implementation of the Development Standards will have regard 
to emerging Departmental guidelines including: 

 Design Standards for New Apartments – Guidelines for Planning Authorities (March 
2018) 

 Urban Development and Building Heights – Guidelines for Planning Authorities 
(Consultation Draft stage, August 2018) 

 Project Ireland 2040 National Planning Framework and National Development Plan 

Variation No 3 to Development Plan 2016-2022 

A Variation to Section 16.10.7 (Guidelines for Student Accommodation) was adopted by the 
City Council on the 19th September 2017. This variation amended increased the study area 
of other student accommodation facilities to within 1km of the subject site (previously 
0.25km) in order to prevent overconcentration of Purpose Built Student Accommodation 
(PBSA). The variation now reads: “The applicant will be requested to submit evidence to 
demonstrate that there is not an over-concentration of student accommodation within the 
area, including a map showing all such facilities within 1km of a proposal.” 


