Impact of Stray Dogs on Guide Dogs

Stray dogs can have a huge adverse effect on Guide dogs and their owners.   Stray dogs or dogs not on a leash can distract a guide or assistance dog.  There are issues with loose and stray dogs circling the guide dog owner causing territorial pack behaviour, which has resulted in defensive aggression in the Guide Dog.  Also, a Guide or Assistance Dog can get spooked and develop anxiety which impacts on the dogs effectiveness , and increased anxiety in the guide dog can cause poor concentration and errors, placing dog and owner at risk.  Puppies in training have also developed anxiety which makes them difficult to train.
Situations have occurred that have been over-whelming for guide dog owners as they can’t see the loose dog or help their guide dog.  These issues have resulted in often withdrawing the guide dog, which is costly in terms of money and time invested in the dog.  In turn Guide dog owners are often reluctant to reapply for a new guide dog as the situation is over-whelming
All dog owners have a responsibility to manage their dog.  At a cost of €38 000 per dog, a need to protect the time and money invested in training needs to be protected. Click here for Responsibilities of Dog Owners information

Click here for more information on the  Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind Website
