Frequently Asked Questions in relation to the Long Term Leasing Initiative.

Q. I am having problems accessing the application form on the internet/ or where can I get an application form?

A. The full web address is: www.dublincity.ie/Housing/Home/Pages/LongTermleasingInitiative.aspx
 or if you don’t have access to the internet an application form can be posted to you (Contact 01 2225338)

Q. Does it matter where my house/apartment that I want to lease is?

A. Once your house/apt that you want to lease is in Dublin City or County, Dublin City Council will take in your application and process it or forward it to the relevant local authority (Fingal/South Dublin/Dun Laoghaire Rathdown).

Q. How long before I know if Dublin City Council are interested in leasing my property?

A. You will receive acknowledgement of your application within 1 week. Within 1/2 months approximately Dublin City Council will be in a position to say whether we are interested in leasing your property or not. Then, the remainder of the process could take up to 2/3 months.

Q. How long would the lease be for? Who decides?

A. The lease would be for 10 to 20 years, and will be agreed between the Landlord and Dublin City Council.

Q. Who will be renting my property?

A. The tenants for your property will come from Dublin City Council’s Housing Allocations list.

Q. Who will be responsible for the repairs to the property?

A. Dublin City Council.

Q. Who will be responsible for the general maintenance e.g. cutting the grass etc?

A. The person(s) allocated the property in the case of Houses and the Management Co. in the case of Apartments.

Q. What would be the reasons for Dublin City Council refusing my property?

A. Dublin City Council will determine the assessment of need for housing in the area, and ascertain what social housing is in the area already in line with DCC's 'Sustainable Communities Objectives'.  It would then be subject to the suitability of your property to meet our needs and the condition of your property, agreement of rent, production of the various pieces of information requested e.g. BER certificate and conditions of lease.

Q. What rent will Dublin City Council pay me to lease my property?

A. Dublin City Council's Valuers will negotiate the rent, but the target rent would be approximately 20% below current market rents.

Q. Do you require vacant possession?

A. Yes.

Q. How often is there a rent review?

A. Every 5 years, in accordance with the lease agreement.


Q. In the case of an apartment, who pays the Management Charges?

A. The Landlord pays the Management Charges but it will be reflected in the rent.

Q. Who pays the refuse charges?

A. Where there is a maintenance charge it is usually included in this and the Landlord pays the maintenance charge. Where there is no maintenance charge the person allocated the house will be liable for the refuse charges.

Q. Can the landlord or Dublin City Council opt out of the lease?

A. All opt out clauses should be included in the lease when it is drawn up between Dublin City Council's Law Department and the Landlord’s Solicitor.

Q. Does the Landlord have to be registered with the Private Residential Tenancies Board (P.R.T.B.)?

A. Yes.

Q. Does the Landlord need a tax clearance certificate?

A. Yes.

Q. Does the Landlord pay for the house insurance?

A. Yes, the Landlord is responsible for insuring the structure of the house, but not the contents. In case of apartments it should be part of the overall Management charge.

Q. Do I have to have a BER (building energy rating) certificate for the house/apartment?

A. Yes. A BER certificate should be submitted with your application and should have a minimum of a ‘C’ rating.

Q. My house/apt is built a number of years and not covered by e.g. Home Bond/ Premier Guarantee, what do I have to do so?

A. If your house/apt is not covered by e.g. Home Bond/Premier Guarantee then you need to get a structural guarantee to cover the duration of the lease. This has to be provided by a qualified engineer. 

Q. Who pays the property tax if applicable (i.e. property tax on second properties)?

A. The Landlord.  

Q. When is the rent for the property paid to the Landlord?

A. Payments will be made quarterly in advance to Landlords, directly into your bank account. 
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