MÁIRE GEOGHEGAN-QUINN, EUROPEAN COMMISSIONER FOR RESEARCH, INNOVATION & SCIENCE, 
MEETS 
THE LORD MAYOR OF DUBLIN, CLLR EMER COSTELLO, 
AND HER COMMISSION ON EMPLOYMENT 
AT A CONFERENCE IN CROKE PARK TODAY. 
Friday 23rd April, 2010
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Conference ‘Dublin – A City That Works’ was organised by the Lord Mayor’s Commission on Employment to bring together Dublin’s key players to frame a plan of action for Dublin’s economy, and to launch the Call for Events for Innovation Dublin 2010. 
 “It is very clear to me that Dublin City Council is taking the issue of innovation very seriously and that this is a central component of your future jobs strategy. We need to innovate if we are going to create smarter, cleaner and greener jobs into the future” said Maire Geoghegan-Quinn at the Conference. 
“Dublin City Council is offering companies access to City Council’s real-time systems data for analysis to help develop innovative solutions that will improve Dublin’s infrastructure and services” Lord Mayor Cllr Emer Costello told delegates at the conference. “The City Council is playing a leading role in helping to make Dublin a Smart City and has already signed a Memorandum of Understanding with IBM to share data on transport, water and energy.  “Dublin has to be an efficient, sustainable city that is supportive of business and offers a high quality of life to its citizens. This can be best achieved by working collaboratively with other innovators” said the Lord Mayor.  She is calling for greater links between innovative companies and Dublin City Council to see how they can help each other and help Dublin become a Smart City.  

The Lord Mayor confirms that Dublin City Council is looking at vacant buildings in the city centre to identify possible alternative uses them that could support emerging growth sectors such as the creative industries and green business. “We are taking a pro-active approach to find innovative solutions such as meeting the needs of new business while addressing the growing number of empty properties on the streets.” 

A third initiative that has drawn the attention of the Lord Mayor’s Commission is the International Student sector. According to the Lord Mayor the international education sector contributes €900 million to the Irish economy each year and supports thousands of Irish jobs, yet this is less than 1pc of the international students who travel abroad to study. International student numbers are expected to rise by 300pc over the next 15 years. “Dublin City Council is willing to support the Irish third level colleges by allowing them to market their scholarship programmes as The Lord Mayor of Dublin Scholarships” said the Lord Mayor “We also need a City Strategy to optimise benefits for the city and for students. This must involve all the stakeholders such as the education providers, Immigration authorities, and student bodies. Dublin City Council could be a broker to facilitate this collaboration”.

On the issue of finance for new enterprise, the Commission is working with the Ulster Bank and other key players to develop a support package for new business start-ups in Dublin. “Access to finance and other important supports are the crucial element to entrepreneurs considering starting a business today and we are working on a package that would meet this need in a holistic and targeted way” said the Lord Mayor. Full details will be announced on this soon. 

At the Conference the EU Commissioner called on companies to put forward projects for the second Innovation Dublin festival which will take place from 10th – 21st November 2010.  Innovation Dublin promotes and showcases innovation and creativity. It also promotes Dublin as a Smart City. “I am delighted to launch the ‘Call for Events’ for Innovation Dublin 2010 which will take place between November 10th to 21st. This festival truly celebrates the innovative and entrepreneurial spirit of Dublin, and I look forward to hearing in the future more stories of success from the Innovation Dublin festival” said Máire Geoghegan Quinn.  This year’s event is expected to grow from the 465 events held last year, with two high profile events already confirmed – the IBM SmartCamp 2010 Global Final and the Globe Forum 2010 Conference in the Convention Centre Dublin, both of which will attract hundred’s of international entrepreneurs, innovators and venture capitalists to the city during the festival.    
The “Dublin – A City that Works” Conference is the latest platform for the Lord Mayor’s Commission on Employment. The Commission on Employment was set up by the Lord Mayor to prioritise job creation and to protect existing jobs in the city.    Over the last nine months the Commission has been consulting throughout the city and networking with groups and individuals interested in helping Dublin become a Smart City.
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