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SPEAKERS

Lord Mayor Cllr Emer Costello

Cllr Emer Costello is Lord Mayor of Dublin (2009/10). Emer has been a Councillor representing the North Inner City since 2003.   A graduate of UCD, Emer has had a distinguished and varied career working in the areas of international co-operation, education and training.  She worked for ten years (until 2007) as Programme Manager of the Education Service, Léargas, the Irish National Agency for European co-operation programmes in the field of education, training and youth.  In this capacity she represented Ireland on many working groups on school and adult education policy at European level.   She currently represents Ireland’s City and County Councillors on the Council of Europe’s Congress of Local and Regional Authorities.   Prior to joining Léargas, Emer worked as Heritage Co-ordinator with Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council and in this role produced a number of local history publications/pamphlets 

Emer has made economic renewal of the City the primary focus of her term of office as Lord Mayor with particular emphasis on employment.  She has established the Lord Mayor’s Commission on Employment to examine how the City can help improve competiveness, attract foreign direct investment, protect jobs and create new employment. 
Máire Geoghegan-Quinn

Máire Geoghegan-Quinn became the European Commissioner with responsibility for research, innovation and science in February 2010. As part of her specific work responsibilities, she has been appointed by the President of the European Commission Jose Manuel Barroso to draw up a research and innovation plan for the European Union by autumn of this year.  Commissioner Geoghegan-Quinn also has political responsibility for the operation of the 7th EU Research and Technological Framework Programme 2007–2013, which is the largest publicly funded research programme in the world.

Between the period March 2000 and February 2010, Máire Geoghegan-Quinn served as a member of the European Court of Auditors.

Between 1975 and 1997, Máire Geoghegan-Quinn was a member of the Irish Parliament (Dáil Eireann).  In 1979, she became the first woman to be appointed as a cabinet Minister since the foundation of the Irish state and she served as a Minister with responsibility for the Gaeltacht until 1981.

Between the period 1987-1991, Máire Geoghegan-Quinn served as the Irish Government Minister with responsibility for European Union affairs. She oversaw the preparation of the Irish Presidency of the European Union in 1990, which took place in the immediate aftermath of the collapse of communism in Eastern and Central Europe.   During this Presidency, she was the Irish representative at meetings of the Council of Foreign Affairs Ministers.   She also chaired Ministerial meetings of the Budget, Telecommunications, Culture and Development Aid Councils.

Between 1992–1993, she served as the Irish Minister with responsibility for Tourism, Transport and Telecommunications.  During this period, she supported measures to open up competition in the Irish airline sector.

Between 1993–1994, she was the Irish Minister for Justice.  She was one of the negotiators of the Downing Street Declaration which was signed between the Irish and the British Govenments in December 1993.   This declaration paved the way to bringing peace to the island of Ireland. 

Between 1997-2000, Máire Geoghegan-Quinn served as a non-executive director of both Aer Lingus and of the Ryans Hotel Group.    She was a T.V presenter,  a columnist in the Irish Times newspaper and she served as a part time business consultant.

She is a former member of the Governing Authority of the National University of Ireland Galway.

In 1996, she authored a book entitled 'The Green Diamond'.

Prior to entering politics in Ireland in 1975, Máire Geoghegan-Quinn qualified and worked as a primary school teacher. 

John Tierney

John Tierney has been the Dublin City Manager since September 2006. He was previously City Manager in Galway City and County Manager in Fingal.

John holds a BA and an MA in Public Management from the Institute of Public Administration and a Doctorate in Governance from Queens University Belfast.

John is Chairman of the Steering Group which monitors the Strategic Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area. He is also Chairman of the Institute of Public Administration, the Transport 21 Implementation Group and the Creative Dublin Alliance. He is a Director of Dublin Tourism and the Digital Hub Development Agency. He is a member of the Council of Dublin Chamber of Commerce and the Governance Board of the Long Room Hub in Trinity College Dublin. He is also a member of the National Directorate on Fire and Emergency Management and the National Transport Authority.
John Hartnett
John Hartnett is President and Chief Executive Officer at G24 Innovations and is President and Founder of the Irish Technology Leadership Group. G24i utilises the latest breakthroughs in material science and technology to create a new class of advanced solar cells. These convert light energy into electrical energy, even under low light conditions and so generate electric energy even in the absence of direct sunlight.
Irish America magazine has honoured the Limerick native several times as one of the top 100 Irish-American business executives in the US. His role as G24i’s Chief Executive Officer sees him divide his time between the company’s offices in Cardiff in Wales, and Silicon Valley in California.
Prior to joining G24i, John Hartnett was senior vice president of global markets at Palm, Inc. where he was responsible for worldwide sales, service and support. Before that, he was executive vice president of worldwide operations, service, support and eCommerce at Handspring, Inc. He was an integral member of the executive leadership team that led to the 2003 merger of Handspring and palmOne to form what is known today as Palm, Inc.

John Hartnett has over 20 years of senior management experience across sales, marketing, and operations in the US and Ireland. His career in high tech boasts some of the industry’s leading companies.
John is a member of the Wireless Advisory Board in the U.S. for Enterprise Ireland and is the President and Chairman, as well as a founding member, of the Irish Technology Leadership Group (ITLG) in the US.
John earned a marketing degree through the Marketing Institute of Ireland, a post-graduate diploma in finance through the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA) and completed the executive management program at Stanford University. He is on the board of the University of Limerick Foundation. John is a member of the American Ireland Fund and the US-Ireland Alliance.
Michael Stubbs

Michael Stubbs is the Assistant City Manager with responsibility for Urban Planning and the Economic Development of the City.

He is a member of the senior management co-ordinating group of the Council and works closely with the City Manager in providing area based structures within the organisation.  Michael also has responsibility for the Strategic Policy Committee on Economic Development and International Affairs and the South Central Area Committee of the City Council.  He provides the framework and support for the Creative Dublin Alliance and works closely with its members on the delivery of a wide range of research and development projects.
He is serving on the board of the Dublin City Enterprise and is a member of the City and County Managers Association and the Land Use and Transportation Sub Committee.

Prior to Michael joining the Planning and Economic Development Department he was the Area Manager for the South Central Area.
Kieran Rose

Kieran Rose is a Senior Planner in the Economic Development Unit of Dublin City Council and on the secretariat of the Lord Mayor’s Commission. He drafted the recent Variation to the Development Plan that resulted in a radical improvement in the Apartment standards. He has written and presented extensively on city, planning and diversity issues. For example, “Dublin could be a Creative City if we get rid of limiting mindsets” (Irish Times Op Ed). “Diversity Powering Dublin’s Success” is a presentation to a Dublin Regional Authority Conference on creative cities. He is a Member of the Board of the Equality Authority and Chair of GLEN (Gay and Lesbian Equality Network)
RAPPORTEUR

Lorna Maxwell

Lorna Maxwell is the Senior Executive Officer of the Economic Development Unit in Dublin City Council, which was established in 2008. She led the preparation and co-ordinates the delivery of the Economic Development Action Plan for the Dublin City Region. Lorna is Secretary to the Creative Dublin Alliance and works with the member organisations on the delivery of its work programme. She manages the Innovation Dublin festival.

Lorna holds a Masters in Public Management from the Institute of Public Administration and a Degree in Economics, Sociology and English from NUI Maynooth. Lorna worked in South Dublin County Council before moving to Dublin City Council in January 2008.
PANELLISTS
Mary Beggan

Mary Beggan is Regional Director in FAS Dublin with responsibility for Employment Services and Apprenticeship Services to Business.

Mary has also been the Director for Health, Safety and Insurances in Head office before her current role. 

Mary who is a sociologist joined AnCO in the early 1980’s in the Research & Planning department in Head Office. She then moved into the Equality & Social Inclusion department initially working with women’s groups then dealt with broader groups in this remit.
Patricia Callan

Patricia Callan is the Director of the Small Firms Association, “The Voice of Small Business” in Ireland, with responsibility for the overall management and coordination of the Association. The SFA is Ireland’s largest small firm representative organisation, with over 8,000 member companies. Its services include the provision of economic, commercial, employee relations and social affairs advice and assistance, training programmes & networking opportunities, and cost-effective group schemes.
Patricia is a business pillar representative in the national social partnership negotiations and is a member of the Credit Supply Clearing Group, the High Level Group on Business Regulation, the Business Europe Entrepreneurship & SME Committee, and the Business in the Community Board, amongst others.

Patricia was the recipient of the “O2 WM Businesswoman of the Year 2007” award and was featured in the Irish Independent’s list of “Ireland’s Fifty Most Influential Women Business Leaders”.

Patricia holds a Masters in International Studies from the University of Limerick, a BA (mod.) in Economics from Trinity College Dublin, and a Diploma in Employment Law from the National College of Ireland (NCI).

Edel Flynn
Edel Flynn is  Director of Commercial Operations – Digital Hub Development Agency

Edel oversees the provision of all Commercial and Operational Services on behalf of the Agency including; Estate Management, Procurement, IT Management, Property Sales & Client Services and Support.
She has over ten years experience working in competitive commercial environments.  Having completed her BA (Hons) she became part of the Commercial project team responsible for the rapid expansion of Ryanair in the 90’s.  In 1998 Edel worked as a senior manager in The British Tourist Authority Ireland.  Prior to joining DHDA she held a leading role as Operations Manager EMEA for Regus where she cultivated key relationships with high profile clients such as Google, Amdocs, Bloomberg, Booz Allen Hamilton, etc.

Cathal Gaffney

Cathal is the Co Owner/Chief Executive of Brown Bag Films. Cathal studied animation in college and in 1994 established Brown Bag Films with fellow animation director Darragh O’Connell. As Chief Executive of the company, Cathal oversees production and has a particular focus on the development of their slate of television and feature properties.
Recent Executive Producer credits include: Olivia (52 x 11 min, Chorion/Nick US), Wobblyland (26x5, HIT/Nickelodeon), I’m an animal (52x2, RTE/IFB), Noddy in Toyland (52x11, Chorion/FIVE).
Cathal was nominated for an Oscar in 2002 as director of the short film Give Up Yer Aul Sins. In 2009 he was nominated for the Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year. He contributes to a number of industry boards and committees.
Ali Grehan (dipArch Hons MRIAI)
Prior to her appointment as Dublin City Architect in January 2008, Ali Grehan worked on the urban regeneration of Ballymun, a community of 20,000 people, becoming Chief Architect in 2006.  Earlier, as Senior Architect with Fingal County Council she was involved in the development of Fingal’s housing programme and the development of Fingal’s approach to Local Area Planning.  She was a member of the Light Rail Project Team that designed and delivered Dublin’s first LUAS lines and has maintained a keen interest in developing the transport infrastructure for Dublin.  Prior to that she worked in private practice in London and Dublin, most notably with Greenhill Jenner Architects in Brixton on community development projects.

As Dublin City Architect, she is, among other initiatives, coordinating a potential bid to have Dublin designated a World Design Capital.
Brendan Halligan

Brendan Halligan, is the Chair of the Board of the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (appointed 1 October 2007,) is managing partner of CIPA, a public affairs consultancy, chairman of the Institute of European Affairs, and a board member of Mainstream Renewable Power. He chaired Bord na Móna for ten years and worked in a consultant capacity with Airtricity.

Frank Magee
Frank Magee is Chief Executive of Dublin Tourism.  Dublin Tourism is the State appointed body with responsibility for the marketing and servicing of tourism in the Dublin Region. The Dublin Convention Bureau is also an integral part of Dublin Tourism. Dublin Tourism operates Tourist Information Offices at Suffolk Street, O’Connell Street, Dublin Airport and Dun Laoghaire, along with Malahide Castle, Dublin Writers Museum, Joyce Tower, Shaw Birthplace and Fry Model Railway.
Frank has a background in development having previously worked in the Investment Unit in Bord Fáilte- The Irish Tourist Board and 12 years in senior hotel management positions in Europe and Ireland.
He stood down in June 2009 as President of European Cities Marketing (a network of 150 cities) having completed a three year term of office.
Frank is a director of, St Patrick’s Festival, Malahide Marina Ltd and the James Joyce Cultural Centre.  He is a former board member of Dublin Tall Ships, Dublin European City of Culture, ReJoyce 2004, Dublin City Enterprise Board, Dublin Convention Bureau and Dublin City Development Board.
Councillor Ruairi McGinley
Councillor Ruairi McGinley is a member of Dublin City Council representing the Crumlin Kimmage electoral area since 1995 to 2004 and 2008 to date

He is a Chartered Accountant by profession and has been a senior manager in a number

of companies most recently Roankabin and Wavin

Ruairi is a member of the Council’s Strategic Policy Committee on Economic Development and International Affairs and has been a convenor of one of the working groups on the Lord Mayors Commission on Employment

Brigid McManus
Brigid McManus is the Secretary General of the Department of Education & Science, Ireland, since 2005.
From 1978 to 1995 she worked in the Department of Finance in a variety of posts dealing with public expenditure issues and various EU financial issues including the preparation of the 1994-1999 National Development Plan for EU Structural and Cohesion Funds.
From 1995 until 2000, she worked in the Department of Arts, Culture and the Gaeltacht where her responsibilities included the funding and legislative framework for the National Cultural Institutions. From 1997 until 2000 she worked as a special policy adviser to the Minister.

She worked as an Assistant Secretary General in the Department of Finance with responsibility for tax policy issues from 2000 to 2005.
She holds a degree in History and Economics from University College Dublin and a diploma in Public Administration from the Ecole Nationale d'Administration, Paris.

Philip O’Connor

Philip O’Connor has been manager of the Dublin Employment Pact (DEP) since its foundation in 1998 on the initiative of ICTU and IBEC with the support of the Department of the Taoiseach. He has built up the organisation to its present role in Dublin, and managed the implementation of numerous employment, training, research and policy projects. DEP is a Dublin region wide partnership of local authorities, statutory agencies, the social partners, local partnerships and others.

Philip, who holds an MA from TCD as well as other qualifications, worked previously in the private sector, in teaching and in the trade union movement. He has published various articles on employment and social policy, and on historical matters, including a history of social partnership in Ireland. He has had extensive involvement in community organisations and is chairman of European Anti-Poverty Network (Eapn) Ireland. DEP is currently completing a comprehensive Employment & Skills Strategy for the Dublin Region on behalf of the Dublin local authorities.

Paul O’Toole

Mr. Paul O’Toole is the Director-General of FÁS – the National Training & Employment Authority since June 2009.  Previously he served as the first Chief Executive of Tourism Ireland from July 2001.  This organisation was established under the Terms of the Good Friday Agreement and operates under the auspices of the North/South Ministerial Council.  He took over responsibility for the overseas promotion of tourism to the Island from the former Bord Fáilte and the Northern Ireland Tourist Board. 

He is a Fellow of the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants and holds a Master of Business Studies degree from the UCD Michael Smurfit Graduate School of Business. 

Mr. O’Toole has had extensive exposure to both public and private sectors with significant experience of working with the public and private sectors and political systems in both jurisdictions.
Gina Quin
Gina Quin is CEO, Dublin Chamber of Commerce. Gina graduated from UCD with an MBA in 1988 having graduated with a BA Psychology in 1980.

Gina started her working career with Lansdowne Market Research as a qualitative researcher and working closely with marketing professionals in the fmcg sector.  She then moved to the Irish Trade Board where she worked with a variety of companies on export market development in Europe and USA.  Having completed her MBA, Gina joined the Rehab Group in 1989, working in marketing and sales management before taking on the role of CEO of Gandon Enterprises, the Commercial division of the Group.

In 2000 Gina was appointed CEO of the Dublin Chamber of Commerce, the leading business organisation for companies in the Greater Dublin Area.  With a brief to influence key decision makers and to connect businesses, Gina works closely with Government and business leaders, in addition to having strong international connections.
Gina has served on a number of boards including the Dublin Docklands Authority, Bord Bia, ICCL, ESB Networks and has a strong commitment to volunteerism, including mentoring of current UCD MBA students.

Dr Declan Redmond
Dr. Declan Redmond is a lecturer in the School of Geography, Planning and Environmental Policy at University College Dublin.  He lectures on the Master Regional and Urban Planning degree and teaches courses on housing and planning, regeneration and community planning. For the past four years he has been the project leader on a European Commission research project which analyses Dublin as a knowledge and creative city.   A number of reports have been published on a variety of aspects of Dublin’s knowledge and creative economy which are available at http://acre.socsci.uva.nl/index.html.  He is a member of the Lord Mayors Commission on Employment.

Julie Sinnamon
Julie is Executive Director of Global Business Development, in Enterprise Ireland. As head of Global Business Development, Julie leads a team of Irish-based Business Development Advisers within Enterprise Ireland, working with established businesses, to help them strategically position themselves in the global marketplace.  Julie’s specific portfolio includes Food, Software and Public Procurement, Construction, Engineering & Consumer, Cleantech, Electronics & Lifesciences.
Julie has held many senior positions at Enterprise Ireland.  In her previous role, she was Executive Director of Entrepreneurship, Regional Development and HR with responsibility for development of the organisation’s strategy and ensuring delivery of its corporate objectives/targets.

Prior to this Julie led the Strategic Change Unit and the Investment Services Division where she was responsible for the equity portfolio and Venture Capital funds in Ireland.  

Before joining Enterprise Ireland, Julie spent ten years with IDA Ireland and has also worked in two banks, First National Bank of Chicago and Trinity Bank.

Julie is originally from Co. Down and holds a primary degree in Business Studies from the University of Ulster. She has an MBA in International Business from Fordham University (New York) and in 2005 she completed the Stanford Executive Program in California.
Jacinta Stewart

Jacinta Stewart, B.A.,H.Dip.Ed.,M.Sc.Ed.Man. is Chief Executive Officer of City of Dublin Vocational Education Committee.  Before her appointment as CEO she was Education Officer with particular responsibility for Adult Education, which included VTOS; Adult Literacy; Workplace Basic Education; Community Education; Back to Education Initiative; Homelessness; Asylum Seekers; Separated Children; Adult Education Guidance Service; Disability Support Service and the Drugs Court Initiative.
She has also served as a teacher and an Adult Education Officer.  She is also on the Boards of the Grangegorman Development Agency, the Education Finance Board, the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs and the HEA Taskforce on Access/Foundation courses leading to higher education.  Her educational interests are adult education, further education and social inclusion.  Her general interests include reading, swimming and walking.

Paul Sweeney
Paul Sweeney is the Economic Advisor to the Irish Congress of Trade Unions. A graduate Trinity College, Dublin he was a tax inspector and an economic consultant.

He was a member of the OECD LEED team which made a study of Belfast recently. He is a Council member of the Statistical and Social Enquiry Society of Ireland, a member of the National Competitiveness Council of Ireland and a member of the National Statistics Board. He also chairs the Economists’ Network at TASC.

He has written a number of books on the Irish economy and on public enterprise and privatisation. He has also written many articles on economics and business.

Declan Wallace
Declan Wallace is Executive Manager in Dublin City Council with responsibility for Economic Development and Property Management.  He is in this post since April 2007 and prior to that was Dublin City Council Area Manager of the North Central Area.

Since joining the City Council in 1981 Declan has held senior positions in various Council Departments including Environment, Finance and Housing.  He is currently a Director on the Boards of Temple Bar Cultural Trust, Dublin Enterprise & Technology Centre Ltd and Dublin Business Innovation Centre Ltd.  He also serves on the City & County Managers Committee for Land Use & Transportation and the Dublin City Enterprise Board Assessment Committee.
