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     22nd May 2009 

Dublin City Council launches Fr. Collins Park – a Park for the People

Ireland’s first wholly sustainable park, Fr. Collins Park in Donaghmede, opens on Wednesday 27th May at 11am. Lord Mayor Eibhlin Byrne opens the park in the presence of the Most Reverend Diarmuid Martin DD, Archbishop of Dublin. The 52-acre park is located in the heart of the ‘North Fringe’ – the new towns of Clongriffin and Belmayne.

Lord Mayor Eibhlin Byrne says, “Fr. Collins Park is a park for the people. It provides amenities for children, young people and adults of all ages in the North Central Area’s population of about 125,000. The park will play a crucial part in creating a sense of place and community for people living and coming to Clongriffin and Belmayne, which will have a population of about 15,000 when complete. It also demonstrates Dublin City Council’s commitment to the innovative application of sustainable wind turbine technology.”
Gerry Barry, Dublin City Council’s Head of Parks and Landscape Services, says, “Fr. Collins Park has the capacity to be entirely energy self-sufficient. The five wind turbines harness the wind and provide the energy that powers the park’s lighting, aeration and water features.” 

The Fr. Collins Park project began in September 2007 and was designed by the Argentinean architects Abelleyro + Romero. They delivered the €20 million project on time and within budget in a joint venture with MCO Projects. Liffey Developments carried out the construction works.

Fr. Collins Park is a very important resource and ensures the new communities in Clongriffin and Belmayne will enjoy access to the outdoors and public amenities. 

Dublin city has more green spaces per square mile than any other European capital with 97% of residents living within a 300-metre radius of a public green area

Features

· Fr. Collins Park features a large lake and central promenade with 3 shelters offering shade and protection from the weather. An inbuilt stage and amphitheatre to the north provide panoramic views of the entire park and cater for outdoor theatre and concerts 

· Five grass pitches with changing room facilities together with a 1.5km circuit track for cycling, running and walking

· Six health stations interspersed along its perimeter for those interested in ‘working out’

· Children of different age groups can play in two playgrounds constructed on safe flexible surfaces made from recycled runners, while seated areas with permanent chess and draughts boards are provided for budding grandmasters

· Picnic sites are available in attractively landscaped areas with grassland areas dedicated for casual pursuits like walking, playing football and ‘frisbee’.etc.

· A plaza design skate park, the first of its type and size in Ireland, was designed for street skaters using 3 levels containing a variety of steps, edges, straight lines and grind rails

· Wetland areas contain and treat park water within a series of reed beds, as part of a recycling system that will both replenish and keep the main water feature clean. These wetlands will contribute to the existing ecosystem, encouraging biodiversity within the park

ENDS

For further information please click on the url address www.dublincity.ie/Press/dccPressPacks/FrCollinsPark/Pages/FrCollinsPark.aspx or contact: 

Dublin City Council Press Office: (01) 2222170/086 8150010

Notes to the Editor

Vision

The vision for the North Fringe Area focuses on developing the area in a sustainable manner by first delivering the infrastructure, such as schools and transport links, required for sustainable community growth. This landmark public park forms the heart of the wider community, designed to serve diverse ages and interests and to link with green spaces and pedestrian networks in the area.    

Who was Fr. Collins?

The park is named after a local priest who was instrumental in securing the lands in public ownership for recreational use in the 1970’s.

Park Design and Construction
In August 2003, Dublin City Council Parks and Landscapes Division announced a two-stage international design competition for a new urban park at Father Collins Park, Donaghmede.   One of the key guiding principles for competitors was the need to incorporate environmental sustainability in the design.  The winning design entry from 43 valid entries was submitted by Argentinean architects, Abelleyro + Romero Architects.  Following the Competition, Abelleyro + Romero Architects formed a joint venture company with MCO Projects (Finalists in the Competition), to form Ar_Arq_Ireland to deliver the project with Dublin City Council. Construction began in September 2007.

The winning design proposed a variety of solutions to make the Park sustainable, including the provision of five wind turbines to power the Park.  They will provide renewable energy for the lighting, water-pumping system, changing rooms and maintenance depot.  The designers’ intention was to promote energy self-sufficiency, increase public awareness of the use of renewable resources in the parks and to establish Dublin as a pioneer in the construction of public spaces that are self-sustaining. Other sustainable elements of the Park design include the recycling and on-site treatment of surface water in the water features and wetlands, the use of native species in planting, protection and creation of hedgerows, the connectivity of woodland into ecological corridors, provision of cycling paths linking to the new DART station (due to open in 2010) and the use of durable, low-maintenance materials.

Wind Turbines
In September 2006, Ar_Arq_Ireland in association with sub-consultants Buro Happold Ltd conducted a feasibility study for the wind turbines on behalf of Dublin City Council.  The study was part-funded (80%) by Sustainable Energy Ireland, with the remainder by Dublin City Council.  The wind turbines were erected in February 2008.  Now that the construction works are completed, the process of commissioning and monitoring of the turbines continues with energy generated being measured for different weather conditions over the next 12 months.  As a result, in May 2010 real-time information will be provided on-line on the City Council’s website showing how much energy is generated as well as the Park’s contribution to annual CO2 savings for Dublin.

The turbines are estimated to save 320 tonnes of CO2 per annum. The turbines have a rotor diameter of 15 metres. The overall height of the turbine to blade tip is 32.5 metres.  
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