As part of the exhibition, a silent year, currently showing at the LAB, we are pleased to invite you to a discussion presented by architect Gerry Cahill Architects (GCA) and artist Gareth Kennedy
 

A SILENT YEAR

 

Monday 2nd March 2009,  6.30pm - 8pm
 The LAB, Foley Street, Dublin 1

 

Please note: The talk is free but seats are on a first come first allocated basis.

 

In Ireland it is estimated that one third of all housing in the country has been built within the last ten years. Although the majority of the population lives in urban areas many hold onto romantic notions of owning their own land and dancing at the crossroads of our fair green isle. This desire has primarily manifested itself as masses of placeless and unsustainable housing estates tacked onto the edges of suburbia. Post-boom, following the collapse of the construction and property industry, how can we make the best use of the quiet year(s) ahead? In the face of budget cuts and massive jobs losses how do we come to terms with the legacy of individual desires and the built reality? A silent year proposes we take our time in answering these questions.

 

As part of this debate Culturstruction have invited Gerry Cahill Architects and artist Gareth Kennedy to present their practice and engage in this debate.

 

“a silent year” is an exhibition produced by Culturstruction showing films by Gareth Kennedy, Ruth Lyons and Bea McMahon. Culturstruction is a collaborative practice of Jo Anne Butler and Tara Kennedy, which positions itself at the intersection of art and architecture to explore ideas of cultural production within the built environment.

 

 SPEAKERS BIOGS
 

Gerry Cahill Architects  (GCA)– Gerry Cahill, Ciaran O’Brien, Mary Byrne
 

Since the early 1980s Gerry Cahill has been Principal in GCA Gerry Cahill Architects – a practice that has established a reputation for the design of high quality social, co-operative and affordable housing, education, health, childcare and urban renewal projects. Gerry Cahill is a director of Urban Projects; established in 1997 to pursue urban design studies and major city regeneration proposals. Urban Projects won and successfully completed the commission for a large mixed-use development at Clarion Quay in Dublin’s Docklands as part of its extended regeneration. In 2007, this project received the RIAI Silver Medal for Housing. Gerry Cahill has been involved in the design of energy conscious buildings in the 1990s and was a Director of SEI – the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland from 2000 to 2006. In 2001 he received the Lord Mayor’s Award for his contribution to Dublin. In practice with GCA Gerry Cahill Architects since 1995, Ciaran O’Brien has been an Associate since 2003 and an Associate of Urban Projects. His primary professional experience has been through the development of methodologies for the implementation of successful voluntary housing strategies involving the reuse and regeneration of historic grounds and buildings. He is extensively involved in the masterplanning and regeneration of a number of brownfield sites in the City of Dublin. Photographic work has been published and exhibited in Ireland. Since 2002 Mary Byrne has run GCA’s regional office – GCAWest – in Manorhamilton, Co. Leitrim which is involved with healthcare, commercial and mixed-use developments throughout the north and west of Ireland. Completed projects with the practice have been published in the Irish Architect and A&D.
 

In 2008 Gerry Cahill Architects participated in the “The Lives of Spaces”, Ireland’s entry to the 2008 Venice Architecture Biennale, exhibiting the film “Sanctuary and Congregation”.

 

www.gca.ie            www.thelivesofspaces.com
 

 

Gareth Kennnedy

 

Kennedy enjoys the challenge of making physical works, which manifest a public dimension and have a complex identity as they often mix elements of contemporary art, architecture, performance and design. There is often a ‘bespoke’ or customised dimension to these experimental structures, and their sorties into a public context are often contingent on considerable negotiation with ‘non-art’ publics. Kennedy actively courts his work’s vulnerability as temporary structures trying to find a place and function within a social milieu and his works often have a ‘functional’ element and typically attempt to operate both as artwork and everyday entity.

 

His practice to date includes public artwork, educational projects, exhibitions, residencies and collaborations. In 2009 he will co-represent Ireland along with artist Sarah Browne at the 53rd Venice Biennale.

 

www.after.ie
