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The Lord Mayor informed the Council that former Lord Mayor of Dublin, Mr. Michael O’ 
Halloran was present in the public gallery and he welcomed him to the meeting. He then 
invited Ms. Kathy Quinn, Head of Finance, to present the draft Budget. Ms. Quinn drew the 
Council’s attention to the following five key issues, which she said had framed the Budget 

(1) Significant additional allocation of resources to the Fire Services 
(2) Waste Economics i.e. increased landfill costs, increased waste collection costs, 

increased cost of street cleaning service 
(3) Funding for Childcare Services 
(4) Operational costs, now falling on the revenue budget, in respect of Sports and 

Recreational Facilities Capital Projects completed over the last few years. 
(5) Increased spending in respect of Housing Maintenance services 
 
 

She then outlined some of the main provisions contained in the draft Budget in each of the 
Programme Groups. There were, she said, increases across all services and referred to 
the fact that the quantum of the budget had increased by 29% since 2005 i.e. expenditure 
had risen from €710 million to €914.5 million. She also informed the Council that the draft 
budget had been constructed so as to limit inflationary pressures in the Dublin economy in 
so far as it could do, therefore, she said that the draft budget provided for an increase of 
3.95% on “Commercial Rates”. Ms. Quinn also drew the attention of the Council to the 
draft budget in a revised format, which she informed them would be the format for Budgets 
from 2008. She concluded by presenting the Capital Programme for 2008-2010 as set out 
in Report Number 487/2007, which she said was before them for noting. Ms. Quinn also 
paid tribute to Mr. Fintan Moran and her other staff for their work. (Copy of her 
presentation on the Draft Budget 2008 is attached as appendix A to these minutes). 
 
 
Councillor M. Donnelly thanked Ms. Quinn and her staff for the great work done by them 
over the last few months. He described the draft Budget as being very progressive and 
one which he said had a huge knock on effect for the economy of Dublin in terms of 
employment and spending power. The increase proposed for domestic waste charges 
were less than the rate of inflation as was the increase proposed for Commercial Rates. 
He welcomed, in particular the following aspects of the draft budget: the increase in the 
number of street cleaning staff of 40, 8 per area, the expansion in the area of waste 
management such as the introduction of the “brown Bins” service, the continuation of the 
Household Waste Bulk Collection service, continuation of the graffiti removal service, 
social aspects such as childcare, facilities for Senior Citizens and he concluded by formally 
proposing the following resolutions: 
 
 
“That Dublin City Council hereby adopts the budget for the local financial year ending 31st 
December 2008 as set forth in Tables A and B of Report No. 486/2007” and “That Dublin 
City Council hereby determines in accordance with the said budget as adopted, the Annual 
Rate on Valuation of sixty one euro, eighty seven cent to be levied in the City Council of 
Dublin for the several purposes specified in the said adopted Budget for the local financial 
year ending 31st December 2008” 
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Councillor K. Humphreys also thanked Ms. Quinn and her staff for the extremely 
professional manner in which the draft Budget had been prepared.  He stated that 
the funding of the City into the future needed to be properly addressed. Reform was 
required, he said because of Dublin’s position as the nation’s capital. He welcomed 
(1) the improvement in the library service and in particular the Sunday opening of the 
ILAC (2) funding for Parks (3) additional funding for Shower facilities for Senior 
Citizens. However, he also called for the number of voids to be tackled. He 
concluded by formally seconding the two motions proposed by Clr. M. Donnelly. 
 
The following Councillors then spoke in support of the draft Budget: Councillor B. 
Tormey, Councillor O. Quinn, Councillor T. Stafford, Councillor J. Carmichael, Cllr. D. 
Lacey, Councillor A. Montague, Councillor A. O’ Riordain, Councillor S.P. Mahon, 
Councillor T. Brabazon and Councillor D. Heney. 
       
The following Councillors then stated that despite welcoming many aspects of the 
draft Budget that they would not be voting for it because of the inclusion therein of 
the Domestic Waste Charges: Councillor C. Burke, Councillor L. O’Toole and 
Councillor J. Collins.  
 
The Lord Mayor then thanked the City Manager, the Head of Finance and her staff 
for their excellent work and he said that he would be supporting the Budget. 
 
Ms. Kathy Quinn informed the Council that the reason that the cost of Childcare was 
being flagged was due to the fact that if Dublin City Council had not stepped in and 
funded a number of crèches that they would not have opened, as there was no other 
source of funding for them at present. However, she stated that if the cost of 
providing those facilities continued to rise that Dublin City Council would not be able 
to fund it.  
 
The City Manager stated that it had not been easy to balance the Budget because of 
a number of demands on the income side and he praised Ms. Quinn and her staff for 
their work in that regard. Despite those restraints, he stated that in his opinion, it was 
quite a remarkable Budget and he called on the Council to adopt it.  
 
The two motions were then put and carried by a vote of 37 FOR to 10 AGAINST the 
Lord Mayor formally declared the Budget to be adopted. 
 
It was then proposed by Councillor V. Jackson and seconded by Councillor J. 
Carmichael  “That Dublin City Council having considered Report No. 487/2007 of the 
Dublin City Manager – Programme of Capital Projects for 2008 – 2010 notes that 
Report” and it was proposed by Councillor M. Donnelly and seconded by Councillor 
J. Carmichael “That Dublin City Council notes Report Number 525/2007 of the Head 
of Finance – Revised 2008 Budget format in compliance with Local Authority Costing 
of Services requirements”  Both motions were put and carried. 
 
The meeting concluded at 8.32 p.m. 
 
 
Correct. 
 
_______________________    _______________________  
LORD MAYOR     MEETINGS ADMINISTRATOR 
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