
Engineers in the Fire Prevention Section organise
Community Fire Safety campaigns annually. They also
raise fire safety awareness throughout the year and have
fire safety initiatives at Halloween & Christmas. Officers
engage with schools and run an annual art competition to
raise fire safety awareness with children and families.

Celebrating 10 years of Engineering 
Continual Professional Development (CPD) in Dublin    

Dublin Fire Brigade
Dublin Fire Brigade was officially brought into being with the Dublin Corporation Fire Brigade Act of
1862. Today the Brigade has over 900 personnel and is responsible for providing fire cover for Dublin
City and County. Dublin City Council (Under the 1981 Fire Services Act) runs this service on behalf of
the 4 local authorities in Dublin. Dublin Fire Brigade has 15 stations, 11 of which are fulltime. The Fire
Brigade also run a regional control room manned by firefighters and officers which receive calls for
assistance requiring a response by either a fire engine or ambulance. 

Dublin Fire Brigade’s training centre is located on the northside of the city and is the largest fire training
facility in Ireland. All new recruits undergo a four month fire training
course in the Training Centre before going operational as a fulltime
firefighter. The course includes basic firefighting, a 2 week breathing
apparatus course, one week pump operators course, one week road
traffic accident course, hot fire training (flash over, backdraught),
marine firefighting course, water rescue and control room operations.
Medical training also plays a major part in the centre. Staff also
teach courses at the training centre in both fire and ambulance disci-
plines. Other training and responses by Dublin Fire Brigade are
Swiftwater Rescue, Boat rescue, Marine Firefighting and heights res-
cue. Outlined below are some of the crucial responsibilities of engi-
neers and other staff within the Fire Brigade.

O’Brien Institute: Dublin Fire Brigade’s training centre

Did you know?

Fire Prevention Section
The role of the Fire Prevention Section includes ensuring adequate fire safety in buildings and other
structures, and is governed primarily by the Fire Services Act 1981, the Building Control Act 1990, and
various guides to fire safety in buildings of different use. One of the duties of a fire prevention officer is
to assess fire safety certificate applications. During the  application process, the fire prevention officer
assesses areas such as the means of escape, the structural stability with respect to fire and facilities for
fire fighting. All types of buildings are assessed, except private dwellings.

Some recent large developments that Dublin Fire Brigade Fire Prevention Section have been involved
in include: Aviva Stadium, Terminal 2 (T2) Dublin Airport and the National Convention Centre. 

The Fire Prevention Section also check compliance with fire safety regulations (and have prosecution
powers) for all types of buildings and events. They provide advice and inspections for large events such
as St Patricks day celebrations, Dublin City Marathon, Liffey swim etc, and for concerts and other
events at large venues such as the Aviva stadium, RDS, The O2 arena and Croke Park.

Fire safety certificate applications are assessed by Fire Prevention
Officers under the Building Control Act and the Building Control
Regulations. A fire safety certificate is necessary for the construction of
a new building to demonstrate that the building, if constructed in accor-
dance with the fire safety certificate, will comply with Part B (Fire Safety)
of the building regulations. Proper construction (including materials and
workmanship) and maintenance of safety systems are also assessed.
Dublin Fire Brigade provide this service for Dublin City Council, South
Dublin County Council, Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council and
Fingal County Council. 

Fire prevention at concerts - Bon Jovi in the RDS 

Fire Safety Management Education

Engineering

Dublin Fire Brigade Engineers at an event in the Mansion House

(l-r) Back row are Robbie Keane and Paul Hendrickson.
Front row are Brian Gilbert, Cathal McCobb, James
Eagers, Neil McCabe and Vincent Savage - Staff at
Kilbarrack Fire Station - winners of several Green Awards

Aviva Stadium (pictured left)
The redevelopment of Lansdowne Stadium was com-
pleted in April 2010 and is a modern stadium with an
all seated capacity of 50,000. In addition to rugby and
soccer matches the stadium also holds concerts, func-
tions, seminars and banquets. Fire safety design fea-
tures incorporated into the stadium include:
Means of escape provision, Hi-spec fire detection and
alarm systems, Sprinkler systems, Smoke control sys-
tems, High degree of fire resistance to elements of
structure, etc. along with full Fire fighting facilities.

Convention Centre Dublin (pictured right), designed by Irish-
American Architect Kevin Roche, features a large state-of-the-art
Auditorium for 2000 persons and large exhibition area on ground floor
with capacity for 3000 persons. Notable Fire Safety Design features
include: Basement car parking with powered jet fan and exhaust
extract for smoke ventilation, Firefighting stairways at front and rear,
High spec comms system interlinked with active fire systems,
Sprinkler systems, etc.

Terminal 2, or T2, at Dublin Airport (below) was completed in
November 2010. It is capable of handling up to 15 million passengers.
The Fire Brigade assessed the Fire Safety Certificate application for
T2 on behalf of Fingal Co Co. The application was a fire safety engi-
neering analysis to examine compliance with building regulations.

The Technical Documents,
(TGD’s) give guidance on
how to construct a building
so that it complies with the
Regulations



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


