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Students raise Green Flag at Coláiste Dhúlaigh, Coolock
Dublin, 29th April 2010 – Coláiste Dhúlaigh, Coolock Campus today became the first College of Further Education to be accredited with the prestigious international ‘Green Flag’ award. The award, presented by Minister John Gormley, on behalf of An Taisce, to Coláiste Dhúlaigh Principal, Shay Kelly, is a direct result of the Green-Campus programme, a student led initiative undertaken by students and staff over the last 3 years.

The Green-Campus programme, operated in Ireland by An Taisce, has seen the College establish an environmental committee and make substantial changes in waste management on campus which has resulted in a reduction of waste to landfill of over 55 tonnes per annum. Additional waste prevention strategies include providing electronic copies of student handbook, increased use of moodle (an e-learning software platform) over printed notes and regular campus clean-ups.
The programme is based on a seven step process. Coláiste Dhúlaigh were very much involved in developing the Green Campus programme which in essence takes the Green Schools Programme to the 3rd level.  Waste and litter reviews were conducted by the Green Committee. Litter blackspots were identified on campus and regular monitoring and clean up schedules were organised. Initially all waste arising on campus was disposed of by skip. The Green Committee identified waste streams and put in place systems to manage each waste type.  Now, electronic waste, print cartridges and mobile phones have designated collection points while all classroom, corridor and canteen areas have both general and recycling bins.
An Taisce, on behalf of the Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE), granted the international accreditation after a rigorous assessment by an expert panel. Clare Egan of Dublin City Council praised Coláiste Dhúlaigh’s achievements on the Green Campus Programme: “it is very encouraging to witness the level of support and cooperation from all staff and pupils in the college, from the Principal, management, teaching and non-teaching staff”. Not only have Coláiste Dhúlaigh shared their experience and expertise with their local community through correspondence with local representatives and appearances on local radio, they have actively enhanced their local environment. As part of their litter monitoring schedule it was noted that the area in front of the college was heavily littered, due to vandalism of the litter bins. Dublin City Council were contacted and the bins were repaired.

The Green Campus programme has facilitated the involvement of all students as Green Committee and Student’s Union Events Officer Maggie Fagan explains “I attended a primary school that got a Green Flag when I was there. I was especially interested in getting one for this college as I applied for the committee when I was in primary school but didn't get it and I really regretted not trying harder to be on the committee. That's why I'm so glad to be a part of this project as I am very interested in the environment and I think a green flag would be a great achievement."

“This is about more than making a campus green”, continues Dr. Michael John O’Mahony of An Taisce. “Over the past 14 years, hundreds of thousands of students in Ireland have been brought up with Green-Schools, sometimes starting at pre-school, through primary schools and then second level. It is critical that the chain is not be broken once they complete their primary and secondary education. It needs to continue into 3rd level, and from there into their professional as well as their personal lives so that they become life-long educators and ambassadors of sustainable living.”
For further information please contact: 

Dr Michael John O’Mahony, Assistant Director, An Taisce 087 6942380
Note for Editors 
Green-Campus is an international environmental education programme, environmental management system and award scheme that promotes long term, whole college action for the environment. It is broadly similar to the Green-Schools programme and is for all third level institutions (colleges, universities etc.). Both programmes are initiatives of FEE (The Foundation for Environmental Education) and in both cases successful applicants receive the Green-Flag award. Green-Campus has been developed by An Taisce in Ireland for the FEE international network. Green-Schools began as a pilot project in 1994. Currently, over 32,000 schools from 47 countries in Europe, Africa, North America, South America, Asia and Oceania are participating in the programme and almost 10,000 have been awarded the Green Flag. 
In Ireland, Green Schools is operated by An Taisce in partnership with Local Authorities and is supported by the Department of Transport and sponsored by Repak, ESB Independent Energy and the Wrigley Company Ltd. Currently, over 3,350 primary, secondary and special schools in Ireland are participating in the programme and over 1860 schools have been awarded the Green-Flag. 
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