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COMHAIRLE CATHRACH BHAILE ÁTHA CLIATH 
 

 
  Miontuairiscí Chruinniúl Buiséid a tionóladh ar an 21 Nollag 2009 i Seomra na         

Comhairle, Halla na Cathrach, Cnoc Chorcaí ag 6.45 i.n. 
    
  I Láthair an tArdmheara, An Comhairleoir Emer Costello sa chathaoir. 

1. The Lord Mayor opened the meeting by sending the good wishes of the City 
Council to Councillor Clare O’Regan on the impending birth of her baby. She then 
thanked Ms Kathy Quinn, Head of Finance, and her team for their hard work and 
dedication in the preparation of the Budget for 2010. She particularly welcomed the 
efficient responses that she and other Members received from the Finance Budget 
Team to the many questions and queries raised. 

 

 

Comhairleoir: Comhairleoir:  
 

Comhairleoir 
 
Paddy Bourke 
Tom Brabazon 
Gerry Breen 
Christy Burke  
Clare Byrne 
Eric Byrne 
Julia Carmichael 
Aine Clancy 
Joan Collins  
Michael Conaghan 
Pat Crimmins 
Dessie Ellis 
Mary Fitzpatrick 
Mannix Flynn 
Killian Forde  
Mary Freehill 
 
Oifigigh 
John Tierney 
Philip Maguire 
Frank Kelly  
Kathy Quinn 
Ciaran McNamara 
Michael Phillips  
 

 
Deirdre Heney  
Kevin Humphreys 
Vincent Jackson 
Sean Kenny 
Dermot Lacey 
John Lyons 
Ray MacAdam 
Paul McAuliffe 
Ruairí McGinley 
Séamas McGrattan 
Marie Metcalfe  
Louise Minihan 
Andrew Montague 
Rebecca Moynihan 
Eoghan Murphy 
Críona Ní Dhálaigh 
 
 
Michael Stubbs  
Terence O’Keeffe 
Vincent Norton 
Seamus Lyons 
Fintan Moran 
Antoinette Power 

 
  Catherine Noone 
  Jim O’Callaghan 
  Aodhán O’Riordan  
  Damian O’Farrell 
  Naoise O Muirí 
  Mary O’Shea 
  Larry O’Toole 
  Ciaran Perry 
  Oisín Quinn 
  John Redmond 
  Nial Ring 
  Brid Smith 
  Bill Tormey 
  Henry Upton 
  Edie Wynne 
 
 
   
  Rose Kenny 
  Oonagh Casey 
  Catherine Darmody 
  Margaret Clarke 
  Enda Currid 
  Martina Reynolds 
  Brian Germaine 
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Ms Kathy Quinn, Head of Finance, then outlined the Draft Budget 2010. She said 
that she was mindful of the economic climate prevailing currently and the reduced 
resource base available, both locally and nationally. In framing this budget, every 
effort had been made to reduce the impact on services but, due to lack of funds, 
services cannot remain unchanged, she said. There was a reduction in the Local 
Fund of 15.5% since 2008 but 65% of the recent Public Service Pay Rate 
Reduction would be retained by the City Council. The 2nd home property tax, NPPR, 
was expected to yield €11m in 2010 and had yielded €9.8m in 2009.  
 
She confirmed that the ‘rate in the €’ multiplier on commercial property will reduce 
by 2% in 2010 as outlined in this budget. The gross expenditure budgeted for in 
2010 is €867.1m and estimated gross income will be €492.7m. The amount to be 
raised through commercial rates is €282m with Pension Levy Offset and Local 
Government Fund making up the balance. Kathy pointed out that Dublin City 
Council is 75% self funded and showed a comparison of the commercial rate in 
other Irish cities, all of which are higher than Dublin City. 
 
Kathy informed the Members that commercial water costs are greater than the 
revenue generated but that the full charge will not be applied in this budget. She 
said recycling costs for domestic waste are high and will have to be addressed in 
the future, perhaps providing incentives for increased recycling of domestic waste. 
The Waiver scheme will remain for the Standing Charge only. 
 
The Capital Programme refers to projects over the next 3 years.  There is a total 
estimated spend of €893m over this period. The main constraints on capital 
spending are reduced exchequer grants, the fall in development contributions and 
the fall in the value of sites.  
 
The City Manager then announced that he had already signed the order for the 
Waste Management Charges and that both these and the application of the Waiver 
Scheme are an Executive Function. Outlined in the estimate book are the charges 
to be put in place and also the Waiver Scheme but he informed the meeting that, 
based on representations from Members of the City Council from all political parties, 
he would make a further amendment to the Waiver Scheme which will allow the 
equivalent of 4 free bin-lifts per year on the basis of payment of the charges for a 
particular period.  He said the final method has not been decided but the preferred 
option is one free lift per quarter. He said the cost of implementing this amendment 
would be €1m and will be met from the equivalent reduction in the bad debt 
provision. 
 
Several Councillors then sought clarification on the following various aspects of the 
Draft Budget and the City Manager and Ms Kathy Quinn provided the information 
and/or clarification requested.  
Among the issued raised by Members were  

• How capital funding for flat complexes is prioritised 
• The €600k transitional-phase allocation for the swimming pools 
• Credit on the Council’s books from Rent advance/overpayments 
• Changes to the Scheme of Letting Priorities 
• Deferential Rent Scheme – application of income decreases 
• Net effect of change in charges on small, medium and large business 
• €2 increase in rent for subsidiary earners 
• Value of Public Service Pay Rate Reduction to Dublin City Council 
• Loss of rates on Government owned buildings 
• Data Protection implications for sharing of information re : rents 
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• Replacement for Arts Officer (retired) 
• Impact of recent court case in relation to Waste Collection Competition 
• Funding for Homeless 

 
2. It was moved by Councillor K Forde and seconded by Councillor D Lacey “That 

Dublin City Council hereby adopts the Budget for the local financial year ending 31st 
December, 2010 as set forth in Tables A and B of Report No. 493/2009.”  
 
Councillor K Forde in proposing the Budget, said that despite having personal 
concerns in relation to the Waiver Scheme, he felt that in the current 
circumstances, it was a good budget. Its aim is to protect jobs of staff still 
employed, protect frontline services and retain Area Offices. He said it was 
disgraceful that no rates are received on Government Buildings. 

 
Councillor D Lacey said he was pleased to second the motion to adopt this budget 
and thanked the Chair of the Financial Development & General Strategic Policy 
Committee, Councillor K Forde, The City Manager, The Head of Finance, Ms Kathy 
Quinn, her staff and other members of the Corporate Policy Group for all their 
efforts. He said that Dublin City Council had been robbed of millions of Euro over 
the years in lost rates on Government Buildings. He welcomed the preservation of 
the Waiver Scheme for Domestic Waste, adding that the Government should have 
introduced a National Waiver Scheme. He said he was proud of this budget as it 
protected jobs, both in Dublin City Council and in local business.  

 
Councillor J Collins said that the work of the Finance Department was appreciated 
but felt that this was a bailout for Property Dealers. She said €40m had been cut 
from the Fire Brigade budget and €2m extra would be raised from rents, that Old 
Age Pensioners would pay €3 p.w. extra (for Domestic Waste). 

 
Councillor Eric Byrne said that these estimates were the best that could be 
produced, given the cutbacks in the Local Fund and the fall in the Development 
Levy income. He also commented on the arrears in Waste Charge payments 
amounting to €27m. 

 
Councillor D Ellis said that he represented Ballymun/Finglas where there are a lot 
of citizens who qualify for the Waste Charge Waiver. He said large families will 
have to pay more and asked for the scheme to be amended. He said he supported 
business interest and welcomed the reported increase in footfall in the City Centre 
but felt that he could not support a budget that provided for increased charges for 
people on the dole. 

 
The Lord Mayor informed the meeting that an amendment to the Draft Budget 
submitted by the Sinn Fein Party was out of order as the City Council did not have 
the relevant powers to implement it. Councillor K Humphreys said that he shared 
the frustration of the Members in relation to the transfer of power from the Members 
to the City Manger to set Waste Charges and determine a Waiver Scheme. 

 
Councillor R McGinley felt that Members do have power and the Consultative 
Group has made an impact on this Budget.  He stated that income has dropped 
and that the Health Service Executive should honour its commitments in relation to 
Fire Brigade Charges. He said that this Budget will keep the services of the city 
intact and had achieved a rate reduction of 2%. He anticipated that rate collection 
would drop by 10% in the coming year. 
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Councillor M Fitzpatrick commended the City Manager, the Head of Finance, Ms K 
Quinn, Mr Fintan Moran, Head of Management Accounting, and their staff. She 
said 2009 had been a challenging year for everyone. She welcomed the NNPR 
income which she said had been gifted to the City Council by the Government and 
acknowledged the high level of voluntary public compliance with this tax. This 
income is anticipated to be €11m in 2010 and should be ring-fenced to provide 
services for the people. As every employee will receive reduced wages in 2010, 
she said the Fianna Fail Party in Dublin City Council is prepared to give up 100% of 
Conference Expenses for 2010. She said that Fianna Fail Members of Dublin City 
Council introduced the Waiver Scheme and the junk collection and felt that to 
abandon the junk collection would result in increased illegal dumping next year. 

 
Councillor R Moynihan said this was a tough budget for everyone and welcomed 
the fact that all Members had engaged with the process and had protected the 
Waiver Scheme and saved the swimming pools. She welcomed the €600k provided 
for the transition for the pools but felt that it is the responsibility of the Local 
Authority to provide these services, not just when they are viable. She said she 
found the attitude of Management deplorable in recent months and felt the 
recession was used as a ploy. 

 
Councillor L O’Toole then called for the question to be put as he had not spoken. 
He was joined by 4 other Councillors standing and the Lord Mayor agreed that, in 
accordance with Standing Orders, the motion must then be put - “That Dublin City 
Council hereby adopts the Budget for the local financial year ending 31st 
December, 2010 as set forth in Tables A and B of Report No. 493/2009.”  
 
A Roll call vote was called for and the following is the result of that vote. 

 
   The following Councillors voted in favour of the Motion (Total 32):- 
   Lord Mayor, Councillor Emer Costello and the following Councillors 

 
The following Councillors voted against the motion (Total 16): 

 

Paddy Bourke 
Gerry Breen 
Christy Burke  
Clare Byrne 
Eric Byrne 
Aine Clancy 
Michael Conaghan 
Pat Crimmins 
Killian Forde 
Mannix Flynn 
Mary Freehill 

Kevin Humphreys 
Vincent Jackson 
Sean Kenny 
Dermot Lacey 
John Lyons 
Ray MacAdam 
Ruairí McGinley 
Andrew Montague 
Rebecca Moynihan 
Eoghan Murphy 

Catherine Noone 
Aodhán O’Riordan  
Naoise Ó Muirí 
Mary O’Shea 
Oisín Quinn 
John Redmond 
Nial Ring 
Bill Tormey 
Henry Upton 
Edie Wynne 
 

Tom Brabazon 
Julia Carmichael 
Joan Collins 
Dessie Ellis 
Mary Fitzpatrick 
Deirdre Heney  
 

Paul McAuliffe 
Séamas McGrattan 
Marie Metcalfe 
Louise Minihan 
Críona Ní Dhálaigh 
 

 Jim O’Callaghan 
 Damian O’Farrell 
 Ciaran Perry  
 Larry O’Toole 
 Brid Smith 
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3. It was proposed by Councillor G Breen and seconded by Councillor M Freehill 
“That Dublin City Council hereby determines, in accordance with the said Budget 
as adopted, the Annual Rate on Valuation of sixty two sixty three to be levied in the 
City Council of Dublin for the several purposes specified in the said adopted 
Budget for the local financial year ending 31st December, 2010” The motion was 
put and carried. 
 

4. Submitted Report No. 494/2009 of the Dublin City Manager – Programme of 
Capital Projects for 2010 – 2012. It was proposed by Councillor V Jackson and 
seconded by Councillor C Burke “That Dublin City Council notes the contents of 
Report 494/2009” The motion was put and carried. 

 
5. The City Manager then thanked the staff and Kathy in particular, and the groups, 

both political and consultative, the Corporate Policy Group and all the Members for 
their time and efforts in helping to frame this budget. He said that Dublin City 
Council has managed itself through this crisis because of the co-operation of staff, 
councillors and management. 

 
Ms Kathy Quinn, Head of Finance, then thanked the Elected Members for attending 
the consultation meetings and then she went on to acknowledge and thank her full 
team. 

 
The Lord Mayor thanked the City Manager and all the staff and said this budget 
was a team effort and that all Members contributed to it. She wished everyone a 
Happy Christmas and Bright New Year and reminded the Members that the next 
Monthly Meeting of the City Council would take place on the 11th January 2010. 

 
The meeting concluded at 8.45pm  
 
 
Correct. 
 
 
________________________                           _________________________ 
    LORD MAYOR                                               MEETINGS ADMINISTRATOR  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 21/12/2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 21/12/2009 

TABLE A - CALCULATION OF ANNUAL RATE ON VALUATION          
  Summary per Table A 2010     

Summary by Service Division 
Expenditure Income 

Estimated Net 
Expenditure 2010   

Estimated Outturn 
2009 Net 

Expenditure 
  

  € € € % € % 
Gross Revenue Expenditure & Income         
Housing and Building 219,986,804 168,031,750 51,955,054 14% 56,053,726 14% 
Road Transport & Safety 80,955,335 43,747,661 37,207,674 10% 36,315,692 9% 
Water Services 126,798,232 73,473,879 53,324,353 14% 53,021,750 13% 
Development Management 29,406,288 6,961,084 22,445,204 6% 25,800,406 6% 
Environmental Services 228,898,636 112,133,549 116,765,087 31% 139,100,767 34% 
Culture, Recreation and Amenity 81,468,261 10,094,346 71,373,915 19% 77,947,591 19% 
Agriculture, Education, Health & Welfare 65,789,727 62,589,541 3,200,186 1% 2,935,347 1% 
Miscellaneous Services 33,853,237 15,630,275 18,222,962 5% 21,245,244 5% 
  867,156,520 492,662,085 374,494,435 100% 412,420,523 100% 
          
          
Provision for Debit Balance   22,195,553 13,002,702   
Adjusted Gross Expenditure & Income (A) 867,156,520 492,662,085 396,689,988   425,423,225   
          
Financed by Other Income/Credit Balances         
Provision for Credit Balance   31,935,105 17,328,717   
Local Government Fund /General Purpose Grant   66,232,889     
Pension Levy Deduction   16,500,000     
Sub - Total (B)     114,667,994   408,094,508   
Amount of Rates to be Levied C=(A-B)       282,021,994 

 
    

Net Effective Valuation (D)     5,493,711     
General Annual Rate on Valuation (C/D)       62.63       
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