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COMHAIRLE CATHRACH BHAILE ÁTHA CLIATH 
 

 
   Miontuairiscí Chruinniúl Buiséid a tionóladh ar an 24ú Samhain 2008 i Seomra na 

Comhairle, Halla na Cathrach, Cnoc Chorcaí ag 6.45 i.n. 
 
     I Láthair an tArdmheara, An Comhairleoir Eiblin Byrne sa chathaoir. 

 
Comhairleoir: Comhairleoir :

 
Comhairleoir

 
Maurice Ahern 
Charlie Ardagh 

 
Louise Minihan 

 
Michael Donnelly 
Daithi Doolan Andrew Montague 

Paddy McCartan 
Ruairi McGinley  

Dessie Ellis Paddy Bourke 
Mary Fitzpatrick Tom Brabazon 

Ray McHugh Declan Flanagan Gerry Breen 
Séamas McGrattan 
Críona Ní Dhálaigh 
Naoise O’Muirí 
Mary O’Shea 

Killian Forde  Christy Burke  
Mary Freehill Clare Byrne 
John Gallagher Eric Byrne 
Deirdre Heney  Julia Carmichael 

Maureen O’Sullivan Kevin Humphreys Brendan Carr 
Aodhan O’Riordan  
Larry O’Toole 

Vincent Jackson Anne Carter 
Liam Kelly 
Sean Kenny 

Joan Collins  
Oisin Quinn Michael Conaghan 
Sarah Ryan 
Tom Stafford 

Dermot Lacey Ray Corcoran 
John Lyons 
Bronwen Maher 
Sean Paul Mahon 
 

Emer Costello  
Bill Tormey Pat Crimmins 
Edie Wynne 
 

 
 

  Oifigigh 
Rose Kenny 
Margaret Clarke 

Ciaran Murray 
Michael Phillips  
Michael Stubbs  
Terence O’Keeffe 

John Tierney 
Vincent Norton 

Enda Currid Philip Maguire 
Martina Reynolds 
Brian Germaine 

Frank Kelly  
Fintan Moran Matt Twomey 

Catherine Darmody Antoinette Power 
Vincent Norton 

Kathy Quinn 
Oonagh Casey 
 

Ciaran McNamara 
  

 
 
The Lord Mayor opened the meeting by welcoming Councillor P Bourke, saying his 
efforts to be present were appreciated in view of his recent hospitalisation. Councillor 
Bourke responded by expressing his thanks for all the cards and flowers he received.    
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The Lord Mayor then continued by acknowledging that all the 52 Members of the City 
Council were committed to the City of Dublin. She said that the Budget before the 
Chamber was compiled following very extensive consultation with all the Members and 
thanked the City Manager and Ms Kathy Quinn, Head of Finance, together with her 
staff, for all the effort they made to answer all the queries of the various Members 
during the consultation process.  
 
She stated that the Budget being presented was the best that could be achieved in the 
current difficult economic climate.  She reminded the Members that failure to adopt the 
Budget would have consequences, among them loss of confidence in Dublin as a City. 
She said that any reduction in the budget would result in a reduction in service 
provision.  
 
The following resolutions were then proposed by Councillor M Donnelly and seconded 
by Councillor K Humphreys ““That Dublin City Council hereby adopts the Budget for 
the local financial year ending 31st December, 2009 as set forth in Tables A and B of 
Report No. 492/2008” 
and 
 
“That Dublin City Council hereby determines in accordance with the said Budget as 
adopted, the Annual Rate on Valuation of sixty three ninety one to be levied in the City 
Council of Dublin for the several purposes specified in the said adopted Budget for the 
local financial year ending 31st December, 2009” 
 
Councillor M. Donnelly said that the Lord Mayor’s opening remarks were correct and 
that Dublin City leads the country.  He asked if there were any other proposals and 
looked forward to an informed debate. He reserved the right to respond later. 
Councillor K. Humphreys thanked Ms Kathy Quinn and her staff saying that every 
Councillor was facilitated with any information they requested.  He stated that no Local 
Authority had kept the rate increase below the rate of inflation and added that Dublin 
City Council has made considerable progress in street cleaning and waste 
management.  There has been a huge investment in public parks, he said.  He 
highlighted the impact that the reduction in revenue from central government would 
have on Dublin’s housing needs in addition to the loss to Dublin City Council of 
revenue due to the non – payment of rates on government buildings. 
 
Ms Kathy Quinn, Head of Finance, then outlined some of the more salient points of the 
draft budget.  She stated that the objectives of the 2009 Budget were to maintain the 
current level of service, especially to the marginalized in our society, in a climate of 
cutbacks and reduced funding. She pointed out that funding of local authorities is finely 
balanced and that the Manager has no option but to look for a 3.3% increase in the 
rate.  The total revenue spend projected for 2009 is €928m. Of this €235m will be spent 
on Housing & Building, €248 on Environmental Services and €135m on Water 
Services. Savings made in certain areas by increasing efficiency will be used to 
enhance services in other areas. Projected income is in excess of €506m, leaving a 
balance of €433m to be met from the Local Government Fund/General Purpose Grant, 
current credit balance and Rates on commercial property.  
 
Councillor R. Mc Ginley, on behalf of the Fine Gael Party, thanked Ms Kathy Quinn and 
her staff for meeting with the members of the party and discussing all aspects of the 
budget. He said that the Fine Gael Party felt the increase in the rate should be less 
than the proposed 3.3%, given that the trading income is down in the City. He 
commented on the pay element of the budget, saying that at €480m, it is more than 
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52% of expenditure. He complimented Mr Matt Twomey, Assistant City Manager, on 
the savings made by his Department. 
 
Councillor D Heney said her main concern is the Elderly and in particular old age 
pensioners and those applying for housing grants and aids. She called for the waiting 
time for processing application to be reduced from 8 to 3 months. She also expressed 
concern at the lack of Occupational Therapists to report on these cases. 
 
Councillor C. Burke totally rejected the Manager’s Report, saying this was no reflection 
on the Manager but a reaction to the cut in Housing Allocation in the presented budget. 
He also expressed concern at the delay in processing grants for the elderly, saying it 
was partly responsible for longer stays in hospital beds. He told the Members that the 
Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government had toured the projects 
in his area and said that his Department would not be found wanting for funding so the 
City Council should now seek a meeting with Minister Gormley in relation to the 
shortfall in the Local Government Fund. 
 
Ms Kathy Quinn informed the Members that any reduction in the rate would mean a 
reduction in the service provided. She also said that additional staff would be allocated 
to the Housing Grants Section. She also pointed out that the vote was on the Revenue 
Budget, not on the Capital Budget. 
 
Councillor M. Fitzpatrick said that the application process for grants could be daunting. 
She welcomed additional resources for the processing of grants for the elderly and 
disabled and requested that the timeframe be reduced from 8 months.  She also 
requested an acknowledgement to each application in 2 weeks.  
 
Councillor A Carter expressed her annoyance that the Clonshaugh Road Improvement 
Scheme has been put on hold and requested that funding be sought from the Minister 
for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  Councillor D. Doolin expressed 
his concern at the cut in the Local Government Fund and said it is the responsibility of 
central government to explain why and that a meeting should be sought with the 
Minister to request that he reverse the decision.  Councillor K. Forde said that local 
politicians are elected to fight for the city and that Dublin City has contributed to motor 
tax and stamp duty in recent years. He said that Dublin City Council should refuse to 
carry out the dictates of the Minister. 
 
Councillor D Lacey pointed out that this budget had been agreed by the Corporate 
Policy Group and that it was formulated in a framework of savage cuts in central 
funding and that it was the best possible budget in the circumstances.  He pointed out 
that no alternative budget had been offered by the dissenters. Councillor P. McCartan 
stated that, in his opinion, the primary cause of the problems in Ireland’s finances are 
the mis-managed policies of the Fianna Fail Party, that the extra cost of doing business 
in this country is prohibitive and several businesses have closed in his locality. He said 
that the Fine Gael Group were taking a principled stand on this budget and would not 
be supporting it. 
 
Councillors J Collins, Eric Byrne, A. Montague, G. Breen E. Wynne all referred to the 
difficult economic climate operating at this time and the impact of the cut in the Local 
Government Fund. Councillors A. O’Riordan, P Bourke, B. Tormey and V. Jackson all 
spoke in favour of the budget, saying that while it was not perfect, it was the best that 
could currently be achieved.  
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Councillor N.O’Muiri welcomed funding for community groups. Councillor M.O’Shea 
said she had a difficulty with supporting an increase in commercial rates.  Councillor J. 
Carmichael called for the City Council to behave in a responsible manner in these 
challenging times.  Councillor T. Brabazon welcomed the €35k to be spent in his area. 
Councillor T. Stafford stated that the rate increase alone would not cause un-
employment and that improved efficiency was the way forward. Councillor C. Ardagh 
said that small businesses would not fold due to the rate increase alone.  
 
Councillor M. Donnelly in formally proposing the Revenue Budget and the adoption of 
the revised Rate, said that this was a vote for the proposed €929m revenue spend, not 
the Capital Budget. He said that voting against this budget would be refusing to face up 
to responsibilities; that a vote against this was a vote against Community Services.  
 
Councillor K. Humphries, in formally seconding the proposal, pointed out that adopting 
the annual budget was one of the most important functions of the City Council and that, 
while the cut-backs were not welcome, the Members had to do the best for the City and 
that there was no alternative budget on offer. He called on the Corporate Policy Group 
to resign if they were not taking their position seriously.  
 
The City Manager pointed out that the current economic situation was very serious and 
that he was very mindful of the charges on businesses. He said that Dublin City was 
providing some of the services to businesses at below cost-recovery. He emphasised 
the importance of providing high-level service to all the major events that will take place 
in the City over the next 4 years. 
 
Councillor J. Collins, supported by 5 other Members, then called for a roll-call vote and 
this was granted.  The following is the result of the vote. 

 
FOR AGAINST 
The Lord Mayor, Cllr Eibhlin Byrne 
Councillor Maurice Ahern 

Councillor Gerry Breen 
Councillor Christy Burke 

Councillor Charlie Ardagh 
Councillor Paddy Bourke 

Councillor Clare Byrne 
Councillor Joan Collins 

Councillor Tom Brabazon Councillor Ray Corcoran 
Councillor Eric Byrne Councillor Pat Crimmins 
Councillor Julia Carmichael Councillor Daithi Doolan 
Councillor Brendan Carr 
Councillor Anne Carter 

Councillor Dessie Ellis 
Councillor Declan Flanagan 

Councillor Michael Conaghan Councillor Killian Forde 
Councillor Emer Costello Councillor Ruairi McGinley 
Councillor Michael Donnelly Councillor Seamas McGrattan 
Councillor Mary Fitzpatrick Councillor Louise Minihan 
Councillor Mary Freehill Councillor Paddy McCartan 
Councillor Deirdre Heney Councillor Ray McHugh 
Councillor Kevin Humphreys Councillor Criona Ni Dhalaigh 
Councillor Vincent Jackson 
Councillor Liam Kelly 

Councillor Naoise O’Muirí 
Councillor Mary O’Shea 

Councillor Sean Kenny 
Councillor Dermot Lacey 

Councillor Larry O’Toole 
Councillor Maureen O’Sullivan 

Councillor John Lyons Councillor Sarah Ryan 
Councillor Bronwen Maher Councillor Edie Wynne 
Councillor Sean Paul Mahon  
Councillor Andrew Montague 
Councillor Aodhán ó Riordáin 
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Councillor Óisin Quinn  
Councillor Tom Stafford  
Councillor Bill Tormey  

 Total For 28 Total Against 22 
 
The Annual Budget 2009 was therefore declared adopted and the Rate was set at 
63.91 as set out in Report 492/2008. (See attached Tables A & B).  
 
Consideration of submitted Report No. 493/2008 of the Dublin City Manager – 
Programme of Capital Projects for 2009 – 2011. It was proposed by Councillor K. 
Humphries and seconded by Councillor T. Stafford “That Dublin City Council notes 
the contents of Report 493/2008”  The motion was put and carried.  
 
The Lord Mayor then formally declared all motions to be adopted. 
 
Correct. 
 
 
________________________                           _________________________ 
    LORD MAYOR                                               MEETINGS ADMINISTRATOR  
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