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Chairperson’s comments  

Policing our community is everyone’s job. I am pleased on your 

behalf to report great cooperation between the city council, local 

representatives and the Gardaí. This work took place in Dublin 

City Joint Policing Committee (JPC), the North Central JPC 

subcommittee and various Local Safety Forums.  

 

 At the North Central Area JPC Committee we discussed relevant 

topics such as the City Council’s Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy, 

had presentations from the Gardaí on Business and Campus 

Watch, Speeding and there were also updates on the 4 Local 

Safety Forums. 

 

I hope that this bulletin will provide useful information and advice 

with articles on the Local Safety Forums, how to report a crime, 

the success of  North Central estates in the City Neighbourhood 

competition and 10  Garda facts on supporting safer communities. 

 

This bulletin is available on the North Central Area Dublin City 

Council web site – dublincity.ie/your area/north central 

  

Congrats to the Roads Safety Authority, Garda 

and Local Authorities in reducing deaths and 

serious injuries on our roads.  

Continue to take care on our roads.    
 

Gerry Breen, Chairperson  

    
    
    

    

    
    

    
     

 

 

Area ImprovementsðBelcamp Avenue Open Space 

http://www.google.ie/imgres?imgurl=http://www.emergencyservicesforum.com/gallery/albums/userpics/Garda_252167890.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.emergencyservicesforum.com/gallery/displayimage.php%3Falbum%3D4%26pos%3D0&usg=__n9EH5IHM1u6MqNwK0r3CH394-rc=&h=316&w
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Local Policing Fora update  
 

There are currently four local policing fora operating in the North Central Area - Safer Belcamp/

Darndale/Moatview, Safer Belmayne/Clongriffin, Safer Edenmore and Safer Donaghmede. Forum 

meetings take place on a bi-monthly basis at a convenient location within the area in which they 

operate.  Some of the meetings are very well attended, whilst others has seen attendances falling 

over recent months.  In that context the frequency of those meetings may have to be reviewed. 
 

Safer Belmayne Clongriffin 

 The main topics are: 

Transport – sundered connectivity and traffic management at access roads 

The Local Area Plan review 

Illegal trespass by Travellers  –site now vacated with key role by local Gardaí 

Cultural and sport events in Fr Collins park. 

Garda advice on the prevention of burglaries at residences  
 

Safer Belcamp Darndale Moatview 

Two  successful short term sub groups were  established in relation to i) the renewal of a for-

merly ugly open space with a history of anti-social behaviour and ii) a review with of Anti-Social  

Behaviour  services provided by DCC and HSE. Other current agenda items include; 

Provision of new houses at Buttercup—Redevelopment of  Spine open space site, 

Anti-social behaviour at a particular location, 

Waste management, 

Replacement of CCTV 

Horses in urban areas. 
 

Safer Edenmore 

Established September 2009 –Meets in St Monica’s Community Centre Wednesday eve-

nings 7-8.15 pm (approx 5 meetings per annum).  

Main issues over 2 yr period are: cleansing, public health, graffiti & personal safety in cer-

tain areas. 

Visible increase in the level of community activity and events in the last year. 

Reduction in crime related activity in the last quarter of 2011.  

2011 was a particularly successful year for Edenmore re: Halloween & bonfire prevention 

& also with regard to Christmas & special events. 

Good evidence of an upward spiral of improvement in the area. 

 

Safer Donaghmede 

Established in September 2010 –Meets in Naomh Bharrog GAA Club Wednesday eve-

nings 7-8.15 pm (approx 5 meetings per annum) 

Largest Forum in North Central Area catchment, with five residents groups and 50 

roads /streets covered by the Forum , the following Associations  DERA  (Donaghmede 

Estate Residents Association) St. Donagh’s, The Donaghies Residents, Grange Abbey and 

group at Grange Park.  

Slow growth in Forum initially but by the end 2011, a more fuller representation evident. 

Traffic related issues predominate such as traffic flows, pedestrian safety, parking & issues 

with open space at Howth Junction train Station. However, general safety matters have 

also arisen over the life of the Forum. 

Some improvements possible with new pedestrian installation imminent on the Grange 

Road.  

Residents vigilant in addressing  safety concerns and have inputted huge efforts in main-

taining and enhancing their local environments. 

National success attained by Donaghmede residents in achieving second in the Pride of 

Place All Ireland competition in November 2011. 
Expressions of interest in joining any of the fora are welcome.  For further details contact:   

North Central Area Officeñtel: 8166710 Email: north.central@dublincity.ie 
Darndale Area Officeñtel:  2226937 Email:  darndale@dublincity.ie 

Kilbarrack Area Officeñtel: 2228540 or 2226873   
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Reporting a crime  
 

 

Are you the victim of a crime?  Find out about the 

reporting process to An Garda Siochana and what 

happens after you have made your report. Who, 

what, when, where and why? The information pro-

vided includes advice and guidelines from our criminal 

justice system partners, including the Courts Service 

and the Director of Public Prosecutions. You can find 

further information on the work of these agencies by 

accessing their website through the Useful Contacts 

section of the Information for Victims area of An Garda 

Siochana website, www.garda.ie     

 
 
 
 

Garda Victim Liaison Office 
 

The Garda Victim Liaison Office (GVLO) is responsible for: 

Å Formulating Garda Strategy;  

Å Developing Garda Policy; 

Å Supporting the implementation of An Garda S²och§naõs Vic-

tims Charter;  

In carrying out this role the GVLO liaises with the following 

stakeholders: 

Å The Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime;  

Å The Victims of Crime Office, Department of Justice and 

Equality; 

Å Government funded victim support organisations through-

out the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GVLO staff also attend conferences and seminars nationally 

and internationally ensuring that expertise is kept up to date 

with best national and international practice. 

The GVLO provides support to the 360 trained Family Liaison 

Officers (FLOs) who are appointed to victims of crime and 

their families in serious cases such as murder or false impris-

onments. The principal role of the FLO is to keep victims 

informed during the investigation and to provide victim sup-

port information. 

The Garda Victim Liaison Office can be contacted at:  

  

Garda Victim Liaison Office  

Community Relations & Community Policing Section,  

Garda Headquarters, 

 

Harcourt Square, 

Dublin 2. 

Tel:  +353 1 6663880 / 6663883 

Fax:  +353 1  6663801 

E-mail: crimevictims@garda.ie 

 

Tel: (01) 602 8661 

Fax: (01) 602 8634 

Website: www.victimsofcrimeoffice.ie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.google.ie/imgres?imgurl=http://www.emergencyservicesforum.com/gallery/albums/userpics/Garda_252167890.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.emergencyservicesforum.com/gallery/displayimage.php%3Falbum%3D4%26pos%3D0&usg=__n9EH5IHM1u6MqNwK0r3CH394-rc=&h=316&w
http://www.garda.ie/Controller.aspx?Page=3430
http://www.garda.ie/Controller.aspx?Page=1662
mailto:crimevictims@garda.ie
http://www.victimsofcrimeoffice.ie/
http://www.dreamstime.com/royalty-free-stock-photography-crime-image19759557
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Victim Support Organisations  
Details of victim support organisations can be found by accessing the website of the Commission for the Support of Victims 

of Crime (see link below) and then clicking on the heading Victim Services. 

COMMISSION FOR THE SUPPORT OF VICTIMS OF CRIME 

Department of Justice and Equality, 

51 St. Stephen's Green,  

Dublin 2. 

 

Tel: (01) 602 8661 

Fax: (01) 602 8634 

Website: www.csvc.ie 

COURTS SERVICE 
Information Office,  

Phoenix House,  

15 /24 Phoenix Street North,  

Smithfield,  

Dublin 7. 

Tel: (01) 888 6000 

Fax: (01) 873 5250 

Website: www.courts.ie 

 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE & EQUAL-

ITY  
94 St. Stephen’s Green,  

Dublin 2. 

Tel: (01) 602 8202 

Fax: (01) 661 54 61 

Website: www.justice.ie 

 

 

LEGAL AID BOARD 
Quay Street,  

Cahirciveen,  

Co. Kerry. 

Tel: (066) 947 1000 

Fax: (066) 947 1035 

Website: www.legalaidboard.ie 

 

VICTIMS OF CRIME OFFICE 
Department of Justice and Equality,  

51 St. Stephen's Green,  

Dublin 2. 

Tel: (01) 602 8661 

Fax: (01) 602 8634 

Website: www.victimsofcrimeoffice.ie 

 

CRIMINAL INJURIES COMPENSATION TRIBUNAL 
13 Lower Hatch Street,  

Dublin 2. 

Tel: (01) 661 0604 

Fax: (01) 661 0598 

 

Garda Emma Bell is your 
local Community Garda.  

http://www.csvc.ie/
http://www.courts.ie/
http://www.justice.ie/
http://www.legalaidboard.ie/
http://www.victimsofcrimeoffice.ie/
http://www.dreamstime.com/stock-image-police-crime-scene-image6250731
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Are you Winter Ready? 

  

Extreme weather can take itõs tollñ

everything from our health, to safety on 

our roads, to the potential for harm & 

damage to our homes.  A few simple pre-

cautions like being prepared can save lives, 

ensure health and wellbeing and save  

money in the process. 

 

Donôt get caught out this winter!  

 

For full details of the Winter-Ready Campaign visit www.winterready.ie 

 

Be good Neighbour Campaign  

Dublin City Council in conjunction with Alone are encour-

aging the public to check on your vulnerable and older 

neighbours this winter and ensure no one is without 

warmth, shelter, food, water or essential needs. 

Be sensible and stay safe. 

Work together to ensure our communities get through                                                                                               

extreme weather. 

http://www.google.ie/imgres?imgurl=http://www.emergencyservicesforum.com/gallery/albums/userpics/Garda_252167890.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.emergencyservicesforum.com/gallery/displayimage.php%3Falbum%3D4%26pos%3D0&usg=__n9EH5IHM1u6MqNwK0r3CH394-rc=&h=316&w
http://www.winterready.ie/
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Holistic Approach to Halloween 

pays dividends  

The annual Halloween celebra-

tions should be a time for fun and 

festivities.  Sadly, the period is 

often marred by serious injury to 

people & animals, damage to 

property and anti-social behav-

iour. For many years Dublin City 

Council, An Garda Siochana, 

Dublin Fire Brigade, other agen-

cies and community organisations 

have been working together to 

manage and control the risks in-

volved with bonfires and related 

anti-social behaviour.   

The City Council Area Office 

launched it’s ―Keep it Green this 

Halloween‖ Campaign & joint 

efforts between council staff & 

the Gardaí at reaching school 

children through environmental 

education talks have proved very 

successful.  Similarly, many 

neighbourhood & community or-

ganisations & businesses came on 

board this year, in an effort to 

keep their areas damage free. 

This multi-faceted approach has 

paid dividends in 2011, with the 

amount of burnt sites in the 

North Central Area being re-

duced by approximately a third 

on 2010 figures, making it a much 

more enjoyable event for all. 

 

The City Neighbourhoods Com-

petition is run by Dublin City 

Council to promote & encourage 

environmental awareness & pride 

amongst the residents, busi-

nesses & schools in the five city 

council areas.  The initial heat 

takes place locally & winners 

from this competition are then 

put forward for the citywide 

competition which takes place in 

Croke Park each September. 

 

Residents of the North Central Area 

have done themselves & their area 

proud in recent years, with two of 

our groups (Ard na Greine & 

Woodlawn) winning the competition 

outright.   

 

The local competition is also sup-

ported by the local Coolock Artane 

Credit Union.  As a community 

based organisation, the Credit Union 

actively works with and sponsors 

local people and projects. Adrienne 

O’Shea, Development Officer with 

the Credit Union said; ―we are proud 

to be involved in this positive initiative. 

We commend all the winners and eve-

ryone involved in the City Neighbour-

hoods project.ó  

The local area office also selects win-

ners to go forward to represent the  

 

 

 area in the all Ireland Pride of Place 

Competition.  Again, our residents’ 

have had tremendous success here, 

with Woodlawn winning first prize in 

the ―Best Housing Estate in Ireland‖ 

category in 2010 and Donaghmede 

Estate Residents’ Association win-

ning a very respectable second prize 

in the same category in 2011. 

 

So, there you have it… Positive 

proof that civic pride and community 

spirit is still a valued part of life in 

our fair city.   
 

For further details of the competition 

please contact Dublin City Council, 

North Central Area Office, Bunratty 

Road, Coolock, Dublin 17 ð Tel: 

8166735 

Rose & Kay—Donaghmede  

Residents hard at work 

North Central Area  

City Neighbourhoods Competition 

Gardaí from the equine unit visit St. 

Francis of Assisi School in Belmayne 

promoting kindness to animals 
School visits re: Halloween 

http://www.google.ie/imgres?imgurl=http://stmolaga.scoilnet.ie/blog/files/2011/09/Balbriggan-Garda%C3%AD-visit-15th-September-003.jpg&imgrefurl=http://stmolaga.scoilnet.ie/blog/%3Fattachment_id%3D1055&usg=__sDp24FQHGCAUi31mvcqIow8ivII=&h=3216&w=4288&sz=3
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Sub group ð Renewal Open Space Belcamp 

Avenue/Belcamp Crescent 
 

Under   Safer Belcamp Darndale Moatview,  a short-term 

sub group was established  to report on proposals 1) to 
improve the physical condition of a specified open space at 

Belcamp Ave/Crescent, and 2) improve local community 
engagement and contribution to the improvement and 

maintenance of the site.  
 

The site had experienced persistent dumping and anti-
social behaviour and the local residents felt deprived of 

access and ownership. In the past there had been a serious 
assault there. The sub group comprised local residents, 
City Council and Garda Siochana.  

 
Progress to date 

 
The highlights to date are:  

General clean up of the  by residents with assis-

tance from DCC., 

Continued proactive residents and the involve-
ment of residents who previously had withheld 

support for community drive projects 

The Parks Department have provided two as-
phalt paths and basic landscaping. 

Ongoing meetings facilitated by Community 

Section between local residents, DCC staff and 
local agencies.   

Residents painted the surrounding walls in July 
which are unmarked since, 

A children’s day on the site , 

Planting of shrubs and plants, 

Cessation of illegal dumping, much improved 

appearance, and the absence of anti-social be-
haviour. 

The continuation of the progress is dependent mainly on 
local residents who are being positively assisted by the 

City Council  Community Section and Area Office Public 
Domain Officer Dermot Johnson and other local agencies. 

From a community safety perspective, it represents pro-
gress with a reduction in anti-social behaviour incidents 
and illegal dumping. One is encouraged by the positive out-

puts and the challenge is to maintain a medium to long 
term positive outcome. 

 

Sub group ð Anti-Social Behaviour ð DCC 

and HSE services 

 
Also under the Safer Belcamp/Darndale/Moatview Forum, 

in August another sub - group was established to review 
the anti-social behaviour services provided by DCC and 

the Health Services Executive in the vicinity. Unfortunately 
some incidents of anti-social behaviour continue to be an 
issue in the area covered by the Forum. It is acknowledged 

that anti-social behaviour can greatly reduce the quality of 
individual lives and slow down community development.  

 

This Group was characterised by the involvement of the  
local HSE senior social worker. It was essentially a project 

to gather information on the two major statutory bodies 
and their contribution to the management and reduction 

of anti-social behaviour. 
 

Both the City Council and the HSE have specialised staff 
assigned to assist and they routinely deal with ASB prob-
lems and seek solutions. There  is a problem with anti-

social behaviour in the area but regrettably it is not just 
locally but city wide.  It can be complex and not easy to 

remedy.   
 

 Anti-social behaviour affects the progress of community 
development despite an improved local environment with 

good services.  It can distort the overwhelming positive 
aspects for some people.  

 
The City Council as the housing authority provides specific 

ASB services and the statistics that indicate the extent of 
the problem and actions taken. Local housing services are 

available and accessible in the prevention and intervention 
afterwards. Both DCC and HSE provide assistance to vic-

tims of anti-social behaviour. 
 
HSE services are also involved in dealing with the families 

affected and sometimes the families under threat of evic-
tion of transfer. There is support available to the victims of 

anti-social behaviour. 
 

There are many clubs and services in the area which 
should be sufficient to cater for all ages and types.  It 

should be emphasised that locally there is positive commu-
nity development despite the anti-social behaviour. It is 

contended that there should be a sufficient sense of com-
munity and pride in existence that can communicate the 

futility of anti-social behaviour to those potential perpetra-
tors. There may be an opportunity for a community role in 

identifying more practical ways of influencing offenders and 

potential offenders. 

Following on from the sub group, DCC and HSE have 
agreed with Sphere 17 the local CDVEC Youth Service, 

the making of a U –Tube video involving young people on 
raising awareness of the consequences for individuals and 

families of anti-social behaviour.  
 

Gardaí, Anti-Social Behaviour & Wood Dale Project 

An important initiative is the Woodale Project funded by 

the Department of Justice and includes the Belcamp, Darn-

dale, Moatview and Priorswood areas. Briefly its purpose is 

―youth diversion ―whereby supports and activities are pro-

vided to avoid young people getting involved crime.   
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FACT 2 

SPEED KILLS! 

 

1% REDUCTION IN SPEED =  

2% Fewer minor injury collisions  

3% Few serious injury collisions  

& 4% Fewer fatal collisions 

FACT 3 
Alcohol & drugs impair your driving & increase the risk of 

collision 
NEVER ever drive after taking alcohol or drugsñbe especially careful the morning after 

FACT 6 

Your home is m
ost l

ikely 

to be burgled on Thurs-

day or Friday 

ALWAYS ask a 

neighbour or friend to 

check on your house if 

you are going away 

FACT 7 

In one third of burglaries, 

entry is gained through an 

unsecured door or window 

ALWAYS ensure doors 

and windows are locked 

when leaving your home 

 

FACT 8 
Saturday is the most com-

mon day for thefts from 
parked cars 

ALWAYS take your valu-

ables with you when parking 
your car 

FACT 9
 

M
id

day to
 9

pm
 is

 th
e 

m
ost

 co
m

m
on ti

m
e fo

r 

park
ed ca

rs
 to

 b
e b

ro
ken 

in
to

 

ALW
AYS e

nsu
re

 th
at a

ll 

win
dows &
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oors

 are
 

lo
cked w

hen le
avin

g your 

car 

An Garda Síochána 

Supporting Safer Communities 

 

FACT 10 

More than 3,000 bicycles 

were stolen in the Capital 

last year 

ALWAYS secure your bike 

to an immoveable object 

using a good quality lock 

FACT 4 

You are four times more 

likely to have a crash if you 

use a mobile phone while 

driving 

ALWAYS switch off before 

you drive off 

FACT 1 Half of fatal road collisions 
happen between 4 pm on Fri-

day & 6 am on Monday 
ALWAYS drive at an appro-
priate speed & watch out for 

pedestrians & cyclists 
 

FACT 5 In one third of burglaries 

entry is gained through the 
front door 

ALWAYS use a mortice 
lock on front doors 

http://www.google.ie/imgres?imgurl=http://www.emergencyservicesforum.com/gallery/albums/userpics/Garda_252167890.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.emergencyservicesforum.com/gallery/displayimage.php%3Falbum%3D4%26pos%3D0&usg=__n9EH5IHM1u6MqNwK0r3CH394-rc=&h=316&w

