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VOLUME 1 - WRITTEN STATEMENT

The Dublin City Development Plan 2005-2011, made by the City Council on
14 February 2005, came into effect on the 14 March 2005. The Plan evolved
from the statutory review of the Dublin City Development Plan 1999, required
by the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2002.

The Plan consists of:

Volume 1  -  Written Statement
Volume 2  -  Nine separate maps indicating development objectives 

for the city area
Volume 3  -  The Record of Protected Structures
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Foreword

The City Development Plan 2005 - 2011 proposes a
sustainable and vibrant city in the context of the
strategy for the development of a Greater Dublin.  It
focuses on intensification of the core area and
protects the future of Dublin City Centre as the heart
and pulse of the Dublin Region.

During the past 6 years Dublin has seen a major
extension in its urban renewal programme. In the
inner city, this includes the implementation of six
Integrated Area Plans (IAPs), the consolidation and
expansion of the Docklands and the development of
major Land Use and Framework Plans for the
Markets, Heuston, South Bank and Digital Hub.  In
the suburbs, the implementation of the Ballymun IAP,
the largest regeneration programme in the State, and
the commencement of early phases of the North
Fringe, Pelletstown and Park West Framework Plans
indicate how the achievement of more sustainable
densities can be combined with the creation of new
urban places.

This expanded urban renewal programme has taken
place in the context of strong economic activity, high
demand for housing units and major developments in
the provision of a wide range of critical new
infrastructure for the city, including Luas, the Port
Tunnel and the Dublin Bay Project.

A Flexible Framework
The City Development Plan is creative and innovative
and allows for a smooth transition to the next stage
of our urban renewal programme.  

The Development Plan proposes a flexible framework
to:

• Draw together the many diverse regeneration
initiatives taking place in different locations

• Nurture the development of a modern knowledge
economy and work with its capacity to develop
economic clusters in local areas

• Embrace the emergence of cultural clusters which
are seen to be increasingly important in
underpinning quality of life and developing depth in
our international profile

• Foster a sense of place and develop community
identity in the city core and suburbs. 
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Such a framework must also respond to the weave
of new infrastructure which offers new opportunities
for how we use and move about the city especially
in the manner we enjoy public space.  Dublin now
looks to major international cities for reference
inspiration and to share experience and
acknowledges the need to achieve excellence in a
whole range of critical performance areas.

Core Approach
The core approach of the Development Plan
focuses on the creation of a coherent and legible
spatial structure.  The Plan looks at the need to
integrate an economic, cultural and social vision,
while achieving necessary and sustainable densities
within co-ordinating development frameworks.

This approach responds both to the National Spatial
Strategy and the Regional Planning Guidelines for
the Greater Dublin Area, which recognise the critical
importance of Dublin as a national and international
economic driver and call for consolidation in the
physical growth of the city.  Managing the city
infrastructure in a sustainable manner is a key
challenge for the next 6 years.

Critical elements within the proposed global
framework for the inner city include:

• A series of character areas geared to promote
diversity, build local identity and facilitate a
focused area management approach

• Exploiting valuable elements such as the river,
major urban spaces and key pedestrian routes
geared to create unity in how we use the city

• Development frameworks aimed at major
regeneration that will deliver sustainable density
and a compact city linked to public
transportation

In the suburban city, the identification of a series of
Prime Urban Centres e.g. Finglas and Rathmines,
combined with major redevelopment frameworks
like North Fringe and Park West, represents a first
step in the move towards a more strategic
approach in the suburbs.

Urban Renewal in most cities is such a gradual
process that it is sometimes difficult to see the big
picture changes occurring over a number of years
and even over a decade.  By any international
standards, Dublin is experiencing an intense level of
renewal and expansion exceeded only, among

existing European Union capital cities, by Berlin. The 
spatial challenge is nothing less than the creation of
a twenty first century heart for metropolitan Dublin.
In this regard the Development Plan outlines the
importance of embracing a sound urban philosophy.  

I am confident that the philosophy and strategies
contained in this Development Plan can respond to
the challenges facing the city of Dublin and can
raise our horizons to embrace new opportunities.

–––––––––––––––––
John Fitzgerald,
Dublin City Manager.

Note:  In making this Development Plan the
Manager informed the City Council that they should
be aware that Section 26 of the Protection of the
Environment Act 2003 provides, inter alia, as
follows:

“The Development Plan for the time being in force in
relation to the functional area of a Local Authority
shall be deemed to include the objectives for the
time being contained in the Waste Management
Plan in force in relation to that area”.
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