
Th e Story of 

Bloody Sunday



Th e War of Independence had been ongoing in Ireland since 

January 1919 with the Irish Volunteers/IRA engaged in guerrilla 

warfare with British forces.

By 1920, the British forces needed reinforcements. Th e Black and 

Tans arrived in Ireland in early 1920 followed by the notorious 

Auxiliaries in July 1920. Th ese were additional armed forces 

meant to supplement the police. Th e Black and Tans were mainly 

ex-First World War (British and Irish) soldiers; the Auxiliaries 

the same, but they were  mostly former offi  cers. 

Michael Collins was the driving force behind the War of 

Independence in Dublin. He was Minister for Finance in the 

Dáil and also head of intelligence for the IRA. From mid-1919 

onwards, Collins set out to destroy the intelligence service of 

the Royal Irish Constabulary particularly that of the Dublin 

Metropolitan Police, whose intelligence offi  cers were grouped 

together in ‘G’ Division and causing problems for  Collins’ men.

Bloody Sunday
21st November 1920 

Setting the Scene…

Ireland in November 1920 



Collins established the Squad to target the spies. Th e Squad was 

a group of young IRA men whose sole job was to identify, track 

and kill police and undercover police agents in the city. 

Th ey were ruthlessly effi  cient at this, forcing the authorities 

to reorganise the whole intelligence system in mid-1920 and 

to deploy dozens of plain-clothes, ex-military offi  cers across 

the city.

Th e IRA used 

surreptitious photographs 

like this to target and kill 

members of the Crown 

forces; those taking the 

photos put their lives at 

risk. Photos courtesy of 

Dublin City Library and 

Archive.



Collins decided to attack this new British intelligence network 

and to wipe it out in one large operation – he wanted to show  the 

strength of the IRA on the streets of  the capital city.

On the night of 20th November 1920,  British intelligence offi  cers 

arrested  IRA commanding offi  cers Peadar Clancy and Dick 

McKee at a safe house in Gloucester Street in Dublin (now Sean 

MacDermott Street). Although not directly involved in the 

operation against the intelligence offi  cers, they would become 

victims the following night.

Michael Collins, Minister for Finance and IRA Director of Intelligence. He was the driving 

force behind the war in Dublin. Image courtesy of the National Library of Ireland.



In the early hours of Sunday 21st November 1920 approximately 

100 members of the Irish Volunteers and members of the Squad 

attacked a series of addresses across Dublin, killing fourteen 

agents, Auxiliaries  and policemen, and fatally  wounding one.

Th e Day
Morning

Th e match ticket cost 1 shilling. Image courtesy of the GAA Museum.



In Croke Park a challenge football match between Dublin and 

Tipperary was set to throw-in at 2.45pm but due to crowd 

congestion, the match started half an hour late. 

Around 3.15pm, a mixed force of British army, police and 

Auxiliaries arrived at Croke Park in trucks. Th ey blocked 

Clonliff e and Jones’ Roads, as well as St. James’ and St. Joseph’s 

Avenues. Th eir stated intention was to halt the match and search 

the crowd for weapons.  

It is not known who fi red the fi rst shots at 3.25pm, but the 

fi rst casualties were two boys, Perry Robinson (11) and Jerome 

O’Leary (10), both shot dead from Russell Street Bridge by 

police. A second group of police and Auxiliaries entered the 

stadium at the canal end and, hearing the shots outside, opened 

fi re on the crowd. In the ensuing panic, the spectators surged 

across the pitch and straight into the police line of fi re. In a 

couple of minutes of gunfi re, 278 rifl e rounds and 50 machine 

gun rounds were spent, killing eight spectators and one player 

outright, with fi ve more dying of their wounds later; a further 

64 were injured. Of the fourteen casualties, three – Jane Boyle, 

James Teehan and James Burke – were crushed in the stampede 

(Jane was also shot in the back), while Michael Feery was 

impaled on railings while trying to get out. Th e gunshots killed 

footballers and IRA members Michael Hogan, who was on the 

Tipperary team, and Joe Traynor who was a spectator.

Aft ernoon



Later that night, IRA Dublin Brigade commanding offi  cers 

Peadar Clancy and Dick McKee were beaten and shot dead while 

in police custody in Dublin Castle. Conor Clune, a Gaelic League 

activist from county Clare who had been arrested in town, was 

also killed in the Castle. 

Night

24-year-old Tipperary player Michael Hogan was shot dead as he tried to crawl off  the pitch. 

Photo courtesy of the GAA Museum. 



Jane Boyle, age 26, Lennox Street, Dublin 

James Burke, age 44, Dundrum, Dublin

Daniel Carroll, age 30, Templederry, Tipperary

Michael Feery, age 40, Gardiner Place, Dublin 

Michael Hogan, age 24, Grangemockler, Tipperary

Tom Hogan, age 19, Tankardstown, Limerick 

James Matthews, age 48, North Cumberland Road, Dublin

Patrick O’Dowd, age 57, Buckingham Street, Dublin

Jerome O’Leary, age 10, Blessington Street, Dublin 

William (Perry) Robinson, age 11, Little Britain Street, Dublin

Th omas Ryan, age 27, Glenbrien, Wexford

John (Billy) Scott, age 14, Fitzroy Avenue, Dublin

James Teehan, age 26, Tipperary

Joe Traynor, age 21, Ballymount, Dublin

Casualties 
and Aft ermath
British forces killed fourteen 

people on Bloody Sunday in Croke 

Park, either dying on the aft ernoon 

of  21st November 1920 or during 

the following days: 



Th e killings made headlines around the world and came during 

the deadliest week of the  War of Independence. 

‘Amritzar repeated in Dublin’ reported the Freeman’s Journal 

on the 22nd of November 1920, comparing the deaths in Croke 

Park to the Amritsar massacre in India when British troops  fi red 

on unarmed civilians in April 1919, killing 379 and wounding 

hundreds more. 

Th e offi  cial British report of the attack was a whitewash and 

absolved the Crown forces of blame, suggesting that unknown 

gunmen had fi red from the crowd at the police and that a large 

quantity of arms had been recovered from the pitch aft erwards. 

Aft er Bloody Sunday, City Hall was occupied by the Crown forces. On 6th December 1920

the Tricolour was removed from the fl agpole and soldiers placed barbed wire across the 

entrance. Photo courtesy of Dublin City Library and Archive. 



In the aft ermath of Bloody Sunday all GAA matches in Dublin 

were cancelled and the  1920 All-Ireland football fi nal was 

delayed until June 1922, when Tipperary defeated Dublin  by 1-6 

to 1-2 at Croke Park.

Britain’s international reputation, already tarnished by reprisals 

in Ireland, never recovered from Bloody Sunday. Th e war ground 

on in Dublin until July 1921 when a truce was agreed. Five 

months later, on 6th of December 1921, the Anglo-Irish Treaty 

was signed in London, which established the Irish Free State. 

Page fi ve of the Freeman’s Journal, Monday, 22 November 1920.

(Courtesy of Dublin City Library and Archive)



Th e Dublin
Football Team

Johnny McDonnell

(O’Tooles)

Patrick Carey

(O’Tooles)

Patrick Hughes

(Keatings*)

William Robbins

(O’Tooles)

Christy Joyce

(Parnells)

Josie Synott

(O’Tooles)

Jack Reilly

(O’Tooles)

William Donovan

(Kickhams**)

John Murphy

(Keatings)

Paddy McDonnell

(O’Tooles)

Frank O’Brien

(Keatings)

Jack Carey

(O’Tooles)

Stephen Synott

(O’Tooles)

John Synott

(O’Tooles)

Frank Burke

(UCD)

21st November 1920 

Subs
Gerry Doyle (Geraldines), Tom Carey (O’Tooles), Joe Norris (O’Tooles)

 Joe Joyce (Parnells), Tom FitzGerald (O’Tooles) 



* Keatings morphed from a branch of the Gaelic League on 

Parnell Square but are now disbanded with no known link to a 

present-day club. Th e club won 3 Dublin Senior Football titles, 

the last one in 1911.

** Ballymun/CJ Kickhams amalgamated with Ballymun Gaels in 

1969 to form Ballymun Kickhams. Ballymun Kickhams have 

won 4 Dublin Senior Football titles, the last one in 2020. 

Exhibition created by Dublin City Libraries as part of Dublin 

City Council’s Decade of Commemorations programme. 

Supported by the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, 

Gaeltacht, Sport and Media. Th anks to Michael Foley for the 

information in his book “Th e Bloodied Field Croke Park. Sunday 

21 November 1920”. You can borrow this book for free from your 

local library, www.dublincitylibraries.ie

Dublin Team on 21 November 1920

(Courtesy of GAA Museum)


