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Background to this survey
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DUBLIN OPINION PANEL
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- Online survey, 8th December - 18th December 2020
(]

- 1,037 respondents from the "Your Dublin, Your Voice" opinion panel
L]

- 21% response rate
L]

- Global margin of error +/- 3%
L]

- Robust panel in existence since 2010, recruitment through various channels
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Respondent Profile

Age Group Time Living in Dublin

18 to 34 35%

1%

1 year or less

35 to 49 29%

1 to 5 years I9%
21%

15% More than 5 years -90%

Employment Status

Actively working part-time - 6%

50 to 65

49% 51% over6s

Currently seeking employment (in receipt of jobseekers allowance) I2%

Temporarily not working due to Covid-19 but in receipt of F’andemic. 3%)
Unemployment Payment

Employed but temporarily on the Covid-19 Wage Subsidy Scheme I 1%
Looking after home / family .20/0

Retired from employment _ 1 40/0

2 1 (y with dependent Unable to work due to permanent iliness or disability |2%
children in household student or pupil [J| 4%

Other .4%
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Current Area of Residence
%

34 nationalities represented on this survey, 90% Irish
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Dublin 1 2%
Dublin 2 2%
Dublin 3 5%

'

Dublin 4 4%
Dublin 5 4%
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Dublin 6 5%

Dublin 6W 3%
Dublin 7 8%
Dublin 8 9%
Dublin 9 7%
Dublin 10 1%
Dublin 11 4%
Dublin 12 7%
Dublin 13 3%
Dublin 14 4%

Local Authority

Dublin City Council || 2

South Dublin County Council -14%

Dublin 15 3%
Dublin 16 3%
Dublin 17 1%
Dublin 18 1%
Dublin 20 1%
Dublin 22 1%

Fingal County Council -13%

Dublin 24 3%

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council -10%

County Dublin 12%

0,
Don't know / not sure IZ Yo Outside County Dublin 6%

NET 100%
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Monthly Income After Taxes, Before Bills Monthly Disposable Income After Bills Are Paid
Less than €1,000 NG 15°° Less than €100 NN 18 %
- I, 1 7
€1,001-€2,000 | 222 €100-€300 o
€301-€500 NG 17
€2,001-€3,000 N, 32 /o
€501-€700 I 120
- I 1 ©° o
€3,001-€4,000 19% €701-€1000 159

More than 4,000 N 12% More than €1000 I > 1%
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Yes: 10%~
Are you currently a member of any voluntary

organisation that works to promote biodiversity in
Ireland, for example, Irish Wildlife Trust, Birdwatch
Ireland, An Taisce, Tidy Towns etc.?

~No: 90%

— Birdwatch Ireland mmm22%
Tidy Towns = 19%
Local / community clean-up / group mmm18%
An Taisce mm14%
Irish Wildlife Trust mm10%
Native Woodland Trust 5%
Coast Watch 12%
The Green Party 12%
Irish Seed Savers 12%
Other mm 14%
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Age Group Time Living in Dublin

0,
18 to 34 21% 1 year or less |0%

35 to 49 28%

1 to 5 years |1%

28% More than 5 years -99%

Employment Status
. ‘ Actively working part-time . 3%)

Currently seeking employment (in receipt of jobseekers allowance) .2%

Temporarily not working due to Covid-19 but in receipt of Pandemic 0
Unemployment Payment - 6 /0

22%

50 to 65

44% 56% over6s

Employed but temporarily on the Covid-19 Wage Subsidy Scheme I2%

Looking after home / family . 30/0

Retired from employment _ 24 (yo

2 0 (y with dependent Unable to work due to permanent iliness or disability .30/0
0 .. .
children in household student or pupi [J| 2%

Other . 30/0




Summary of Results

Comhai'rle Cathrach
Bhaile Atha Cliath
Dublin City Council




W ‘ Bhaile Atha Cliath
' Dublin City Council

Familiarity with the term “biodiversity”

*  84% of respondents were familiar with the term "biodiversity" and understood what it means.
« Familiarity was higher among male respondents, increased with education level, and increased with disposable income.

Climate and Biodiversity Emergency

*  64% were aware that a climate and biodiversity emergency was declared in 2019.
* Awareness was lower among those aged 35 to 49 at 58%, and higher among Dublin City Council area residents at 67%.
* 82% of members of voluntary bodies promoting biodiversity were aware of the climate and biodiversity emergency.

Designations

e 78% were aware of the designation of the North Bull Island National Nature Reserve.
e 44% were aware of Dublin Bay’s Special Areas of Conservation

* 36% were aware of Dublin Bay’s designation as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve

* 35% were aware of Dublin Bay’s Special Protection Areas

* 10% were aware of the Natura 2000 Network at Dublin Bay

e Older respondents tended to be more likely than younger respondents be aware of designations.

 Members of voluntary bodies promoting biodiversity were more likely to be aware of all designations.

* Dublin City Council area residents were more likely than others to have heard of the North Bull Island National Nature Reserve and
Dublin Bay's designation as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve.

10
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Sources of Information

* Newspaper and articles in magazines were the most common sources of information about biodiversity in Dublin, cited by

52% of respondents. These were followed by TV programmes (39%) and radio programmes (32%).

e Older respondents were more likely than younger respondents to get information from traditional media such as

newspapers, TV and radio. Over 65s were less likely than younger respondents to get information from social media.

* A small minority (14% or less) get information about biodiversity from any source once a week or more often.

Dublin City Biodiversity Action Plan

* 20% of respondents had heard of the Dublin City Biodiversity Action Plan

* Awareness of the Dublin City Biodiversity Action Plan was higher among female respondents (23%) and among those aged 50+
(29%)

* Awareness was also higher among members of voluntary bodies promoting biodiversity (41%) and among those living in Dublin
more than 5 years (21%)

Biodiversity in Dublin — Last Five Years

* 26% of respondents felt that some aspects of biodiversity have been increasing and others have been decreasing over the past five
years. This rose to 44% among members of voluntary organisations promoting biodiversity.

e Over 65s were much more likely to perceive an increase in biodiversity that those aged 18 to 34.

 Among those who perceived any loss in biodiversity, 55% felt that land use change and urban development was the greatest cause
of this loss.
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Dublin City Compared to Other EU Capitals

12

15% of respondents felt that Dublin City is higher in biodiversity when compared to other EU capitals. 38% felt that Dublin
City is lower in biodiversity.

Those aged 18 to 34 were more likely than others to either perceive Dublin as being higher in biodiversity or lower in
biodiversity than other EU capitals (i.e. to have a view one way or the other).

Respondents who were actively working were significantly more likely to feel that Dublin City is lower in biodiversity.

More recently established residents (5 years or less) were more likely to feel that Dublin City is lower in biodiversity
compared to other EU capitals.

Changes in Values about Biodiversity — Last Five Years

74% felt that biodiversity had become more important to them over the past 5 years, in terms of its importance to their quality of
life.

Those aged 18 to 34 were more likely than others to report an increase in the importance of biodiversity to them (82%).

91% of members of voluntary organisations promoting biodiversity reported an increase in the importance of biodiversity to them.
Self-reported increase in the importance of biodiversity was significantly lower among those with less than €100 per month
disposable income (67%).
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Actions Needed to Protect Biodiversity in Dublin

* Actions by You — 23% of respondents felt that they could engage more in planting for pollinators and planting wildflowers
* Actions by Your Community — 23% of respondents felt that more community gardens / green spaces / communal areas could

be developed, and 19% felt that the community could engage more in planting for pollinators and planting wildflowers

e Actions by Your Local Authority — 18% of respondents felt that their local authority could support more green areas and 12

felt that their local authority could improve communication / advice / campaigns and signage about biodiversity

Initiatives You Would Like to See

* 74% of respondents selected “Habitat Restoration” as one of the top 3 initiatives they would like to see. 51% selected “Planting and
reducing mowing to help pollinating insects” in their top 3, and 50% selected “Constructing new areas for wildlife” in their top 3.

* Male respondents were more likely than females to favour "Constructing new areas for wildlife", and females were more likely than
males to favour "Stricter controls on development".

* Those aged 18 to 34 were more likely than others to favour "Planting and reducing mowing", and "Constructing new areas for
wildlife".

 Members of voluntary bodies promoting biodiversity were more likely to favour "Stricter controls on development".

* Those having attained third level degree and higher levels of education were more likely than others to favour "Habitat restoration".
Those having attained less than a third level degree were more likely than others to favour "Biodiversity education and outreach".

* Those with higher levels of monthly income were more likely to favour "Habitat restoration". "Biodiversity education and outreach"
was lowest among those in the highest income bracket.
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What Activities Have Been Successful to Protect or Improve Biodiversity?

14

42% of respondents felt that the development of wildflower areas, mowing grass less and re-wilding were examples of

activities undertaken by Dublin City Council or others in Dublin City to protect or improve biodiversity. Dublin City Council area
residents were more likely than others to mention development of wildflower areas as a successful activity.

Providing for Pollinators

88% of respondents felt that Dublin City Council should “Convert some areas of lawn entirely to wildflower meadows in public
parks and open spaces”. This was the most popular option for providing for pollinators, followed by “Select more native plants in
bedding schemes, even if they are less colourful” (74%) and “Install roof gardens on social housing estates” (69%).

Female respondents were more likely than males to support installation of roof gardens, reduction in chemical control, and
stopping conversion of grass playing pitches.

18-34 year-olds were more likely than others to support the installation of roof gardens. Over 65s were more likely than others to
support stopping the conversion of grass playing pitches to artificial surfaces.

Members of voluntary bodies were more likely than non-members to feel that Dublin City Council should avoid cutting grass in
some areas, reduce the use of chemical control, and stop converting grass playing pitches to artificial surfaces.

Support for converting areas of lawn to wildflower meadows was higher among Dublin City Council area residents, as was support
for the installation of roof gardens in social housing estates.

Support for the installation of roof gardens in social housing estates was highest among those working / in the workforce and
lowest among retirees.

Support for the installation of roof gardens, avoiding grass-cutting in some areas and the reduction of use of chemical control all
tended to increase with educational achievement.

Support for the installation of roof gardens was lower among those with less than €100 disposable income, and was highest among
those with €501-€700 disposable income.
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Activities to Support Biodiversity — At Home

* 67% of respondents reported that they plant flowers for pollinators.

* 58% feed the birds or other wildlife.

* 58% reported that they use no chemicals in their garden.

* Female respondents were more likely than males to plant flowers for pollinators, plant hedges for wildlife, and to engage in
container gardening for wildlife.

 Those aged 18-34 were less likely than others to engage in most of these activities. Respondents aged 50 and over were
more likely than younger respondents to feed birds and other wildlife and to put up bird boxes or bat boxes.

« Members of voluntary organisations promoting biodiversity were more likely than non-members to engage in all activities to
support biodiversity.

e Respondents in the Dublin City Council local authority area were less likely than others to feed birds or other wildlife, to allow
grass to grow longer, or to put up bird / bat boxes. These respondents were more likely than others to engage in container
gardening for wildlife.

* Those looking after the home or family were more likely to put up bird or bat boxes, while those with dependent children in
the household were more likely than others to engage in all activities except container gardening for wildlife.

* Longer established residents of Dublin tended to be more likely to engage in activities than more recently established
residents.

* Respondents in the highest gross income band were more likely than others to put up bird boxes or bat boxes.
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Guidance Needed on Activities to Support Biodiversity

« Among those not already engaging in these activities:
* 36% of felt that guidance on putting up bird boxes or bat boxes would be useful
* 32% felt that guidance on container gardening for wildlife would be useful
* 32% felt that guidance on planting hedges for wildlife would be useful

e 18-34 year-old respondents were more likely than older respondents to feel that guidance would be helpful on most activities
to support biodiversity.

* Dublin City Council area residents were more likely than others to feel that guidance on putting up bird boxes or bat boxes
would be useful to them.

* Those living in Dublin 5 years or less were more likely than longer established residents to feel that guidance on putting up
bird boxes or bat boxes and container gardening for wildlife would be useful to them.

* Interest in guidance on putting up bird boxes or bat boxes was lowest among those with less than €100 monthly disposable
income
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Taking Part in Activities

*  33% of respondents reported having taken part in practical activities to help the environment, such as beach clean-ups, Tidy
Towns initiatives, or local residents group projects.

* 7% had taken part in workshops or talks about biodiversity and nature delivered by Dublin City Council.

e 18% had taken part in workshops or talks about biodiversity and nature delivered by other groups.

* 10% had been a “Citizen Scientist” (for example helping on projects such as the Garden Bird Survey, Explore Your Shore,
recording bees or bats in their local area)

* Female respondents were more likely than males to have taken part in practical activities to help the environment, and
workshops or talks about biodiversity by groups other than Dublin City Council.

* Respondents aged 50 to 65 were more likely than others to have taken part in workshops or talks about biodiversity by
Dublin City Council.

* Dublin City Council area residents were more likely than others to have taken part in practical activities to help the
environment.

* Those with up to secondary level education were least likely to have taken part in any of these activities, as were those with
less than €100 disposable income per month.

Encouraging Taking Part in Activities

*  When asked what would encourage them to take part in activities related to the environment and biodiversity, 29% of
respondents said that more information / better understanding of the subject would encourage them, and 29% said that
more promotion / communication of events would encourage them.
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Any Further Comments

*  When prompted for any further comments on what they would like to see their local authority do to help biodiversity across
the city, 21% mentioned a need for more education / information on the topic.
* 15% mentioned “more green areas” at this prompt, and this rose to 26% among 18 to 34 year-olds.
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Understanding the term "Biodiversity"

Are you familiar with the term "biodiversity"?

Yes, and | understand
_what it means: 84%

84%

were familiar with the
term "biodiversity" and
understood what it
means

No, I'm not familiar withf—
the term: 3%

Yes, but I'm not sure”
what it means: 13%

Familiarity with the term "biodiversity" is higher among males and increases with
education level and income.

Base: 1,037
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Aware of Climate & Biodiversity Emergency
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Were you aware before now that a climate and biodiversity
emergency was declared in Ireland in 20197

No: 36%/

/Yes: 64%

64 %

were aware that a
Climate and Biodiversity

Emergency was declared
in 2019

Awareness of the Climate and Biodiversity

Emergency is lower among those aged 35 to
49,and higher among those living in the
Dublin City Council local authority area.

Base: 1,037



FEEEEEEEEE - EEEE

Awareness of Designations

Comhai'rle Cathrach
Bhaile Atha Cliath
Dublin City Council




Awareness of Designations W' | Srale Anacian

Dublin City Council

Before today's survey, which of the following had you heard of?

% selecting
(comparable measure

from 2014)
o B o 7> (47"
A large majority - 78%

Conservation of the North Bull Island
| o National Nature Reserve
Dublin Bays., designation as 3_36% (49%)**
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve
Dublin Bay.s SpeC|aI_35% (41%)
Protection Areas

Natura 2000 Network at Dublin-m% (7%) "None of the above" was
Bay

highest among 18-34 year
olds (26%) and among South
Dublin County Council
residents (23%)

None of the above- 17%

*2014=National Special Amenity Area at North Bull Island

**2014=UNESCO Biosphere Reserve at North Bull Island Base: 1,037
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Do you get your information about biodiversity in Dublin from any of the following sources? Please select as many as apply
% selecting

Newspapers and articles in magazines I 52
TV programmes I :°© %o
Radio programmes NN 32

Non-governmental Organisations, e.g. Birdwatch Ireland or Irish Wildlife Trust 30% Older respondents were more likely than younger

respondents to get information from traditional media
such as newspapers, TV and radio. Over 65s were less
Dublin City Council’s website (www.dublincity.ie) INEl9% likely than younger respondents to get information from
social media.

Dublin City Council’s social media platforms (Facebook, Twitter and Instagram) I 17 %

Newsletters / ezines from other local authorities (not Dublin City Council) Ill6%

A small minority (up to 14%) get information about
biodiversity from any source once a week or more
Other (please specify) I 16% often.

Dublin Bay Biosphere newsletter / ezine 12%

None of the above I 15%

Base: 1,037
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Sources of Information - Other
n=153

Other social media / combination of social media I 30 %

Word of mouth / from friends / family / colleagues I 18 %

0 ooterstown
Through work / college / schoo! I 15 %o e clean o 4 Government
Colleagues .near, organisations City naure
Websites / Internet IS 0% party FI1ENUS - chat -
i SOCIA accounts e
Climate accounts
.. _ 0 related onic Newsletters
Reports / publicity from official sources I 7 % g Green Word s - Local .EPA ™ planning
studies i i Publicl
' ' l information y
Information signs I 5% Agency ed Ia- i aroups
S googe fgmily _ 9roup others e ess

. esCommunlty degree "

: : area sit
Don't have any information Il 3% e : \hmes  Instagram
’Lrgg_lggéng Dublin Work village
) WOFkS = = SQources = users College
General interest / Local knowledge Il 3% / b|.0d|VerS|ty General
ereresgnvironmental ™ ember e
Newspapers National husband
Green Party Ill2% Internet  read Council

people waorkplace
regular

Tours / exhibitions B11%

Other N 3o
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Dublin City Biodiversity Action Plan - Awareness

Before today had you heard of the Dublin City
Biodiversity Action Plan?

Yes: 20%-~_

“No: 80%

W Combhairle Cathrach
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20%

had heard of the Dublin City
Biodiversity Action Plan

Awareness of the Dublin City
Biodiversity Action Plan was higher
among female respondents, among
those aged 50+, and among those
living in Dublin more than 5 years.

Base: 1,037
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Biodiversity in Dublin - Last 5 Years
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Biodiversity in Dublin - Last Five Years

Do you think that Biodiversity in Dublin over the past five years:
% selecting

15%

Has been increasing

17%

Has been decreasing

Has stayed more or less the same 16%

Some aspects have been increasing and

_ 26%
other aspects have been decreasing

| don’t know

26%
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The most commonly held view was
that some aspects of biodiversity have
been increasing and other aspects
have been decreasing over the past
five years

Over 65s were much more likely
to perceive an increase in
biodiversity that those aged 18 to
34

Base: 1,037
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What do you think is the greatest cause of biodiversity loss in Dublin:
(asked only of those who perceive a loss)

Land use change and urban development [N 55%
Pollution (water, air, noise, litter) [ GG 27 -
Climate change [ 6%
Over-use of natural areas |4 %
Invasive alien species replacing native species |1%

Other (please specify) |GG %

Among those perceiving any biodiversity loss, 55% felt that the greatest cause of this loss was land use change and
urban development

“Land use change and urban development" was more likely to be seen as the greatest cause of biodiversity loss in

Dublin by respondents living outside the Dublin City Council area.
Base: 432
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Compared to other capital cities in the European

Union, do you think that:
15%
15% felt that Dublin City is higher in

biodiversity when compared to
other EU capital cities

Dublin City is higher in biodiversity

Dublin City is lower in biodiversity 38%

Those aged 18 to 34 were more
likely than others to either
perceive Dublin as being higher in
Dublin City is no higher or lower 18% biodiversity or lower in
biodiversity than other EU
capitals. They were the least
likely to indicate "I don't know"

Base: 1,037
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Change in Values about Biodiversity

How have your values changed over the past 5 years about
biodiversity in terms of its importance to your quality of life?

Biodiversity has become more important_ 74%
to me and my quality of life

Biodiversity has become less important] ., ,
to me and my quality of life

Biodiversity is no more or less

: , . 22%
important to me and my quality of life

Biodiversity has no importance to me and 3%
my quality of life

) | Combhairle Cathrach
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4%

felt that biodiversity had
become more important to
them over the past 5 years, in
terms of its importance to their
quality of life

Those aged 18 to 34 were more
likely than others to report an
increase in the importance of
biodiversity to them.

This was also higher among
Dublin City Council area
residents, and lower among those
with less than €100 monthly
disposable income.

Base: 1,037
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Actions to Protect Biodiversity - by You

What actions do you think need to happen in Dublin to protect and improve
biodiversity? - Actions by you

Planting for pollinators / plant wildflowers 23%
Home garden 20%
Generate less waste / rubbish / litter n—— ————— 1 2 %0
Enviornmentally friendly / reduce carbon footprint — 1 0 %0
Recycle / compost m— 0 %0
Be aware / concious — 7 %o
Acquire more knowledge / research =—— ——7 %o dveres  informed e.ré)\lfirogrengma”y
Act on local level| n——5 % acive _increase P20 Hinorove
Advocate / Spread awareness / encouragement —5 % footprlrtjs”?at've environment L plavel
Less car use _53/0 encoukr%ege | g lO(i;maplact
Walk / cycle more - memm— 5o gardening eSS flowers pollinators
Work together / get involved n—4 % friendly ec Waste awareness
. 0 litter |ssue3 hel
Reduce plastic use m—A4% P transport
Support wildlife —4 % acnons gar e RecyC“ng consumption
No pesticides / chemicals —4 % trees recyC e arive . cycling
!
Politi 3% Wlld ife car Bro SUPDOT'[ chemicals
olitical advocacy m5"/0 green poas grow gcut
Clean up 2% wildflowers "5 aqs food a.n |ng emissions
Conscious shopping s 2% efeise know PI nt Cvele
NLe}:-graFS gr(()jw —g;’//o get bird REQ,H%%,W bi(lal,tter pesticides
]
ot I-ng can €o 0 ° walking make Educate becorﬁ)]g ‘
Use more public transport 2% Create  conscious

Don't know / not sure —4 %
Other — s s ss— O %,

Respondents replied in their own words, categories were applied after data collection. S



Actions to Protect Biodiversity -

by Your Community

What actions do you think need to happen in Dublin to protect and improve
biodiversity? - Actions by your community

Community gardens / green spaces / communal areas
Planting for pollinators / plant wildflowers

Work together / get involved /action groups

Act on local I/ community level

Generate less waste / rubbish / litter / pollution
Clean up

Advocate / Spread awareness / encouragement
Enviornmentally friendly / reduce carbon footprint
Acquire more knowledge / research

Drive less

Be aware / concious

Recycle

Home garden

Let grass grow

Walk / cycle more

Reduce plastic use

No pesticides / chemicals

Political advocacy

Support wildlife

Use public transport

Conscious shopping

Nothing | can do

Don't know / not sure

Other

e | 3 %0
N [ O R
—— O /o
—— O /o
—— /o
e G /0
—— 5 /o

e 3 %

e 3%

e 3%

e 3%

2 %

2 %

w2 %

2 %

= 1%

m 1%

mm 1%

e 4 %/
s 1 0%

23%
19%

17%

help possible

wildflower development

transport grass
projects Promote

natural

tidy “area .

recycle respect

improve
environment

Allow Car Plant

Communlté/

maintain space SNACEe
littering treeS care I|tterWaStﬁat}\?gzssupport

using
plants areau.sseetc clean aéoo

group plastic
wildife | lOCal kgep stop e
pollution |n|t|at|ves

encourage gardens
Cl
= e PlANtng

Increase aware protect grow Greater

involved dumping educate actions together

cutting

management nature species

engagement

Respondents replied in their own words, categories were applied after data collection.
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What actions do you think need to happen in Dublin to protect and improve
biodiversity? - Actions by your local authority
Have more green areas 18%
Improve communication /advice / campaigns / signs 12%
Encouragement / Enforce existing regulations / restrictions if needed 1%
Rewild public areas ———— ——————— 11 %0
Provide more information /education - ————— 1 1 %0
Encourage community involvement — O %/0
Plant trees m— 8 %5
Protect green spaces m——————— %o .
Plant more (not specific) n— —————— G %o educate ! action
Encourage less driving / cars e——G %o ptl.ar.]d cycling groups. .
Clean up / provide more bins —— "5 %o pesticides also Dublin allow |mﬁ);)r:easnce
Promote / facilitate walking and cycling ee— 5% asoflowers - cutting development open
Waste management / decrease pollution e—5% grow_education people e
Encourage environmentally friendly behaviour / conservation efforts  n—" 4 % protection re e n |Oca| protect
Plant wildflowers  —4 % wild awareness
,_ , o provide work - |@SS waste
Ban pesticides / chemicals — 4% space encourage
Stop building  ee— 4 % planning “uran
Better planning / decision making e 3 %o create are aS StO bins
Increase funding / investment ~e—3% Communlty P species
Brov bt ) reduce increase area
rovide more recycling facilities —3% . rass Projects
Encourage use of public transport s 3% pollution 9 hature
Stop cutting down trees  n— 3% “ie Make
Plant native plants s—3% actiong plants parks plans bI natural
Improve water quality / wastewater management s—2 % rewilding rree . Water city pu IC
Cut grass less 2% need plarn ga}{ggigs
Ban non recyclable plastics / reduce plastic === 1% building transport eV iiatives 9
Noing =% COMMLS, £
Not sure n— 4 % Continue

Other

Respondents replied in their own words, categories were applied after data collection.

walking

Base: 816
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Actions to Protect Biodiversity - by Your Local Authority

What actions do you think need to happen in Dublin to protect and improve
biodiversity? - Actions by your local authority

Dublin City Council South Dublin County Council

Have more green areas _22%f - 11%+

Promote / facilitate walking, cycling / less cars / more 0 0
+
public transport _ 13%:t -4 %

Fingal County Council DLR County Council

Have more green areas _ 13% - 12%

Promote / facilitate walking, cycling / less cars / more o o Note: statistically significant variances
pub”c transport _ 13% -8 /0 abovef and below;the population

average are indicated with arrows

At this prompt Dublin City Council area residents were more likely than others to mention "Have more green areas" and
"Promote / facilitate walking, cycling / less cars / more public transport" Bace: 766



Initiatives You Would Like to See W' | Srale Anacian

Dublin City Council

Which of the following initiatives for biodiversity would you like to see Dublin City Council carry out more of? Please select your top
3 from the following list
% selecting in top 3

Habitat restoration (recovering polluted areas and improving existing areas for wildlife) [ EGcIcINININI::EIEEEEEE /-
Planting and reducing mowing to help pollinating insects | IEGcTcNINIININNINING > 1°-
Constructing new areas for wildlife (e.g. creating new wetlands and woodlands) | I 50 °-
Stricter controls on development to protect biodiversity [ EGTcTcNINGEG S

Biodiversity education and outreach | N 35 -

Projects for managing threatened or protected species [ ENEG21%
Working more with other cities on biodiversity issues globally [l 7%

None of the above 2%

"Habitat restoration” was most popular among those at work, those with higher educational attainment, and
those with higher monthly income. Base: 1,037



What Activities Have Been Successful?

) | Combhairle Cathrach
W ‘ Bhaile Atha Cliath
i Dublin City Council

In your opinion, what activities or measures have been successfully taken by Dublin
City Council or others in Dublin City to protect or improve biodiversity?

Development of wildflower areas

Green areas / parks

Mowing grass less

Rewilding

General planting (not specifically wildflowers)

Less cars / more walking / cycling / public transport
More awareness / information sharing / education
Activities not being done / not being done well / need tp do more of
Less use of pesticides / weed killer

Planting trees

Bull Island

Less pollution / cleaning / recycling

Canals / Rivers

Dublin Bay work

Community gardens

Nothing / not much

Don't know / unaware of any measures

Other

Respondents replied in their own words, categories were applied after data collection.

e | 8 %0
I | 7 %0
| 5/
e O %0
e O %0

[T 0
7% Dublin City Council area residents

were more likely than others to
mention development of wildflower
areas at this prompt, and less likely
than others to be unaware of any
measures.

— G %0
— G %o
m— 5 %0

4 %o

e 4 %

e 4 %0

2 %

mm 2%

m 1%

2 %
e - 7 %/
e | 2 %0

Base: 748
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Combhairle Cathrach

Providing for Pollinators - Dublin City Council W | Sl Ava

Dublin City Council

Over the past five years, Dublin City Council has been trying to provide for pollinators such as bees, butterflies and other insects.
Which of the following activities would you agree that Dublin City Council should do as part of this?
% selecting

S T O ke o e I -

public parks and open spaces

install roof gardens on soctal housing estates [N 9+
Avoid cutting grass in some areas of parks, open spaces and_es%

roadside verges

Reduce use of chemical control and let weeds grow 0“_58%

roadsides and streets

Stop converting grass playing pitches to artificial surfaces || RN 0

None of the above 1%

18-34 year-olds were more likely than others to support the installation of roof gardens.
Support for converting areas of lawn to wildflower meadows was higher among Dublin City Council area residents, as was support for the installation of roof gardens in social

housing estates.
Support for the installation of roof gardens in social housing estates was highest among those working / in the workforce and lowest among retirees.

Support for the installation of roof gardens increased with educational attainment and was lower among those with less than €100 disposable income
Base: 1,034
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Activities to Support Biodiversity - At Home

Do you do any of the following at home? Please select as many as apply.
% selecting

Plant flowers for pollinators, such as bees and butterflies | I EGTGcGcTcTNTNTNNEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE G 7 %0

Feed the birds or other wildlife | IENEINGEEEE 58 %

Use no chemicals in my garden [ GGG G o
Allow areas of grass to grow longer [ INGcIINGNGEGEGEGEGEGEGEGEGEG : 7 00
Put up bird boxes or bat boxes [INIGcGcnNnNGEGEGEGEGEGEE 4 -
Plant hedges for wildlife | N R 23
Container gardening for wildlife (if you've no garden) [ N NN 17 %o
Other I 8%
None of the above I 11%

Those aged 18-34 were less likely than others to engage in most of these activities. Retirees were more likely than others to feed birds or
other wildlife.

Those looking after the home or family were more likely to put up bird or bat boxes, as were those with dependent children in the household.
Respondents in the highest gross income band were more likely than others to put up bird boxes or bat boxes.

Base: 1,037



Guidance Needed on Activities to Support Biodiversity ,,’;‘. | Bhate Atha Clath

Dublin City Council

Would guidance from Dublin City Council on doing any of the following be useful to you?
% selecting - base = those not already engaging in this activity

Put up bird boxes or bat boxes || G 36

18-34 year-olds were more
likely than older respondents to
Container gardening for wildlife (if you've no garden) | GGG 2 feel that guidance would be
helpful on most activities to
support biodiversity

Plant hedges for wildlife [ 2%

Dublin City Council area
residents were more likely
Allow areas of grass to grow longer || NG 20% than others to feel that
guidance on putting up bird
boxes or bat boxes would be
Feed the birds or other wildlife || GGG 1°% useful to them.

Interest in guidance on

Use no chemicals in my garden || 1°°%° putting up bird boxes or bat
boxes was lowest among

those with less than €100
Plant flowers for pollinators, such as bees and butterflies ||| G 1°% monthly disposable income

Base: 883
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i Dublin City Council

Taking Part in Activities

Have you ever taken part in any of the following activities? Please select as many as apply.
% selecting

Practical activities to help the environment, such as beach Among those engaging in activities,
clean ups, Tidy Towns initiatives, or local residents group _33% ) the majority (59%) had engaged in
projects just one:

,Just 1: 59%

Workshops or talks about biodiversity and nature delivered -7%
by Dublin City Council

—
Workshops or talks about biodiversity and nature delivered _18% All 4: 2%

by other groups
Any 3: 10% -~ | ’

'Any 2: 29%

Being a ‘Citizen Scientist’” helping on projects such as the
Garden Bird Survey, Explore Your Shore, recording bees or -10%
bats in your local area, for example

Those with up to secondary level education were least likely to have taken part in any of these activities.

Base: 1,034



What Would Encourage You? W | Shale Acha Clstn
) W ‘

Dublin City Council

What, if anything, would encourage you to take part in activities related to the environment and biodiversity?
base = those not engaging in any activities

More information / better understanding / education [ GGG 2 © 0 Q 45% among 18-34

_ o _ year olds
Promotion / awareness / communication / engagement / advertisement of events | NRNGITITGEGEGEGEGEGEEEEEE 2 ° - #

Action days / activities in local area/ community based / in schools / easy access [ IIIIIINEG@GEGEEN 1 °©°0
More time I © %
Not sure I 6%
Happy to do own thing 2%
Better planning 1%
Online meetings W1%
Nothing I 6%

Other NG ° 190

Respondents replied in their own words, categories were applied after data collection. Sace: 360
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Any Further Comments?

) | Combhairle Cathrach
W ‘ Bhaile Atha Cliath
i Dublin City Council

If you have any further comments or suggestions on what you would like to see your local authority do more of / do in a new way
to help biodiversity across the city, please describe here.

More information / better understanding / education / educate young

people

More green areas IEEEEEEEEEEEEE————— | 5 %0

Planting for pollinators / wildflowers

Pollution / Litter / clean up / recycle

Community involvement

Support to Walk / cycle more / drive less / Public transport
More awareness / advice / campaigns / signs / restrictions if needed
Plant trees

Support wildlife

Let grass grow

Protect green areas

Encourage / support home gardening

Ban pesticides / chemicals

Water quality / management of waste water

Don't know

Nothing / NA

Other

1 — - 1 ©/0

e | 4. %0
I | 4 %/0
| 3 %0
e | 0 %
I O */0
I /0
— > %0

e 5 %o

e 5 %o

— 5 %/

— 4 %/o

4 %o

m1%

e 1 0 %

e | 5 %0

Respondents replied in their own words, categories were applied after data collection.

"More green areas" was
highest among 18-34 year-
olds at 26%

Base: 390
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END

For further information please contact:

* Economic Development Office
e Dublin City Council
012225611

* research@dublincity.ie




