
  
 

 
 

 
Re: Royal Canal Greenway Phase 3 Project  

Status of Trees 
 

 

Attached are two drawings which are listed below.  The legend on the right hand side of each drawing 

has three different symbols each representing the status of the existing tree, each of these are 

illustrated and described below.  To summarise there are 176 existing trees along the Project route, 

and of those trees, 45 are recommended for immediate removal or cutting down. 

 

• Royal Canal Tree Impacts and Protection Plan WEST.pdf 

• Royal Canal Tree Impacts and Protection Plan EAST.pdf 

 

 

 

71 trees to be retained throughout the scheme 

 

 

 

60 trees are intended for retention, and are subject 

to best practice work methods outlined above. 

 

 

 

 

45 trees recommended for immediate removal due 

to ill health and as a result of the works 

 

 

 

Design and construction mitigations relating to trees 

Considerable consideration has been given to existing trees along the route of the Royal Canal 

Greenway Phase 3, and in short the ground conditions are not natural alongside the Canal and Railway, 

and as such always renders the trees vulnerable.  The Arborist’s advice is that it is prudent to cut these 

trees down now to reduce negative impact on trees leading to their decline/death within a five or ten 

year period.  To mitigate this several measures are put into place to minimise the loss of trees, these 

include; 

• Reduction Greenway width from 4.5m width to 4.0m; 

• Raise the level of the greenway, to reduce digging into root systems; 

• Realign the greenway to minimise the impact on existing trees; 

• Design bespoke kerbing to reduce digging which could sever the root systems; 

• Reuse a number of existing public lighting poles, chambers and ducting to minimise excavations; 

• Additional site investigation to give further clarity on the extent of tree root systems; 

• Where possible, move other proposed ducting away from existing trees into areas confirmed to 

not have any existing tree roots and reconfigure ducting to minimise the associated space 

required; 



  
 

• Appointment a competent arborist to carry out an assessment of the existing trees and their 

condition; 

• Appointment a Landscape Architect to review designs and identify opportunities to mitigate 

against trees loss; 

• A bespoke Tree Protection Plan setting out specific measures for tree protection based on the 

site specific, unique constraints of this project; 

• Incorporation of strict and specific measures into the works specification requiring the 

contractor to: 

o Take all necessary steps to avoid any potential impact to the existing trees; 

o Appoint a suitably qualified arborist to supervise the works in the vicinity of existing trees 

and confirm their condition after the works are complete; 

o Carry out site investigation works in advance of construction to identify the exact extent of 

tree root systems. 

 

These measures will ensure that trees removed facilitate construction will be felled in a controlled 

manner, are to be replaced with a new tree of suitable maturity and species to the approval of DCC 

Parks & Landscaping Department.  This will help to ensure the long term viability of both the retained 

and of any replanted trees.  This also applies to existing trees which are deemed to require replacing 

due to their current poor condition irrespective of the Greenway project.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

          16th February 2023 

Victor Coe 

Project Resident Engineer,  

Active Travel Programme Office 
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