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Tonight’s Agenda

7:10
Heritage of the Santry

River – Douglas 
Appleyard

7:25
The Santry River 
Restoration and 

Greenway Project – John 
Stack

7:40
Community Projects and 
Involvement – Thomas 

Carolan

7:50
Q&A

8:00
Tea/Coffee, 

refreshments and 
further conversation



You are welcome to St John’s

A Church of Ireland church
dedicated to

St John the Evangelist

(built on an early Christian site 

associated with St Brendan)



“Heritage Week 2022”
"Sustainable Heritage and Biodiversity"

"Water Heritage Day"
Sunday 21st August.



Odeon and Smurfits, 2016cEdenmore Road (now Springdale Road) in 1960

From country Parish to suburban Parish

all within two generations!



Church Building

17601790 1815
Photo: V. Garrett



An ‘ancient site’



Types of Grave Markers



Artistic Stained Glass
By the top artists and studios

Edward Burne-Jones/Wm Morris, 1901 Mayer of Munich, 1893 A E Child/An Tur Gloine, 1920

Photos from www.gloine.ie



First World War Memorial

A E Child/An Tur Gloine, 1920 Bronze plaque by McLoughlin & Co. Grave marker from WW1
France



Marble Memorial Plaques



The Pipe Organ - built by Conacher



Our Parish
• A small congregation in a place associated with Christian worship for over 

1400 years

• A parish within The Church of Ireland

• Grouped with Raheny Parish under one Rector

• C of I is an independent province within the world-wide Anglican Communion

• Service every Sunday at 11.00am, either Holy Communion or Morning Prayer

• Children’s Sunday Club, “G4J”, in Hall at same time as church

• The Parish Hall is used for parish activities

• The Hall is also available for use by the local community



10 Historic sites 
on 

the Santry River

from Bronze Age to Victorian.

Douglas S Appleyard
Heritage Week, 2022



The River Santry has many historic 

associations, but little is known about it in 

any detail. 

It certainly provided natural power for at 

least two watermills on its banks.

In early historic times, it was probably 

used to transport goods to and from the 

sea. 

We know lakes were created on it at 

Edenmore House for fish ponds.
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Historic Environment Viewer 
https://maps.archaeology.ie/HistoricEnvironment/

Main Roads Traverse  Roads River Santry



Rocque’s Map, 1759 OS map overlaid on modern

1 Raheny Watermill



Picture 1  Raheny, painted by E McFarlane, 1854c
Rath of Raheny

2 Rath of Raheny



OS 1837 overlaid over current map

3a Raheny Well



OS 1837 map
OS Map 1909c

3b Fishpond at Edenmore



Rocque’s Map, 1759c

4 Raheny Windmill



5 Early Christian site (St. John’s).



Photo 1962c

6a St Brendan’s Holy Well



Rocque’s Map 1759c
OS Map 1837

6b Possible Leet on river.



Map from Geohive

7 Bronze Age mound



Os 1837 on modern

8 & 9 Ancient Fort and ‘unknown’



10 Santry

Santry is centered around an 
Early Christian Site dedicated to 
St Pappin.

But, Santry is outside our area of 
interest tonight!

The River Santry runs through the 
Santry House estate.



10 Historic sites 
on 

the Santry River

Douglas S Appleyard
Heritage Week, 2022

That’s all, folks.  Thank you.



... and now over to DCC 
and 

The River Santry Project



The Santry River Restoration and 
Greenway Project
Introduction to the Project



The Santry 
Catchment

• River Santry 

• Approx. 13 km in length, rising in 
Harristown, west of Dublin Airport

• Approx. 50:50 split between DCC and 
FCC

• Discharges to North Bull Island Nature 
Reserve and RAMSAR site

• Dublin Bay Biosphere

• Catchment – approx. 14 km2 

• Mixture of

• Agriculture

• Residential

• Industrial/Light Industrial

• Warehousing

• Managed parks



Objective of The 
Project

• MASTERPLAN for the catchment, based 
on the following objectives

• Delivering good status under Water 
Framework Directive

• Addressing flooding issues identified 
under CFRAMPs reports

• Addressing habitat/ecology/biodiversity 
issues identified through baseline 
surveys carried out in between 2019 and 
2021.

• Providing sustainable transportation 
through incorporation of a recreational
greenway (walking/cycling)

• Improving social and recreational 
amenities in the catchment as identified 
through community/stakeholder 
engagement



Project Progression to Date 

2019

Commence Single Party Framework 
Agreement under a Restricted 
Procedure

June 2020

Stage 1, Expressions of Interest

Nov. 2021

Stage 2, Request for Tender

7 Feb. 2022

Closing date for submission of tenders

June 2022

Appointment of successful tenderer

July 2022

Project Commencement



Project Timeline

Preferred option brought through Planning

2022 - 2024

Detailed Design + Planning

2025

Construction – phased delivery

2026+



Governance

Cross-Agency (DCC, FCC, NTA)

Multi-departmental/disciplinary within 
each organization

Community/Stakeholder Input

DCC Environment and Transportation 

Protection of Water Bodies Office

Roads and Traffic (Sustainable Mobility and Projects)

DCC Culture, Recreation and Economic 
Services

Parks and Landscape Services Division



Consultants



Some challenges we’d like to 
address



Water Framework Directive Status



Flood Risk



Drainage

• Dense network of storm sewers 
taking ‘urban runoff’ to the river

• Urban runoff – rainwater 
polluted after falling on a hard 
surface



Ecology
• Conclusion: “…if current pressures were to be resolved, the 

Santry River would be capable of sustaining a healthy fish 
population and become a more valuable amenity.”



Transportation

• Car-focused

• Some cycle routes towards city centre

• Few moving west-east



Amenity 
Green Space
• Can we make better use?

• Provide a greater range of 
amenities and social 
spaces?



Other issues

• Littering

• Poor morphology

• Access



Cleaning the river (2021)



• Important to engage

• Local knowledge important

• Opportunity for community needs

• Dates for the diary – 8th, 9th

September 2022

We’d like your input!









Project Website

• Contribute and stay up to date

• www.santryriver.ie

• santryriverrestoration@dublincity.ie

http://www.santryriver.ie/
mailto:santryriverrestoration@dublincity.ie


Thank you.



Santry River
Communities and Water

Church of St. John the Evangelist
Thursday 18th August 2022



1. The Local Authority Waters Programme
2. Community Water Officers
3. Community Actions Around Water



EU Water Framework Directive 2000

LAWPRO was established in 2016 because Ireland was not meeting it’s 
requirements under the EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) 2000

WFD is an EU Legal framework to protect and restore clean water across 
Europe by 2027

WFD has an objective to…”to achieve 

Good ecological status (good water quality) in all water”..



Waterbody Status: Catchments.ie 



Catchments Team

ROLE: 
Community engagement

ROLE: 
Scientific assessments

LAWPRO – Local Authority Waters Programme

Communities Team



• Provide advice & information 
• Liaise with agencies on groups’ behalf
• Bring catchment groups together
• Collaborate on events
• Provide direct funding

LAWPRO Community Water Officers

Support community groups to engage 
with & protect their local water body



“What can we as a group actually do to 
improve water quality in our river?”



Community Action & Projects



Community Action & Projects



ACTIVITIES:

Clean ups
Citizen Science
Reports
Training



Community Action & Projects





URBAN

UPLAND

LOWLAND







URBAN Action: Rainwater Planters

IDEA REALITY



RURAL Action: Leaky Dams

IDEA REALITY



RURAL Action: Fish Pass

IDEA REALITY



URBAN & RURAL Action: Raingarden/ wetland

IDEA REALITY



RURAL Action: Spilling/ bank stabilisation

IDEA REALITY



The Process



IDEAQUESTION PARTNERSHIP

FEASABILITY

IMPLEMENTATION

FUNDING

FUNDING



COMMUNITIES
PARTNERSHIPS

FUNDING
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