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[bookmark: _Toc160700037][bookmark: _Toc212796070]INTRODUCTION

Dublin City Council’s (DCC’s) Active Travel Network will enhance quality of life by connecting people through the delivery of a walk-wheel-cycle network. This will be achieved by improving access, connectivity and sustainable mobility. The Network will also contribute to the reduction of transport-related carbon emissions. Over the lifetime of the programme, the Active Travel Network will grow from 10km to a connected network of 314km across the city. 

The St Margaret’s Road/McKee Avenue Roundabout Pedestrian Improvement Scheme is part of the DCC core Active Travel Network. It is co-funded
 by the National Transport Authority (NTA) and DCC. 

The scheme will enhance pedestrian safety and accessibility by installing new signalised pedestrian crossings on the southwestern arm (St Margaret’s Road) and the southeastern arm (McKee Avenue) of the roundabout.

The scheme will provide a key link from Finglas Village and the end of the Finglas to Killester Active Travel Scheme to the supermarkets on St Margaret’s Road.  A Lidl supermarket is located on the western side of the roundabout, with carpark access that leads directly to the roundabout between the two St Margaret’s Road arms.


[image: A map of a city

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
1- The St Margaret’s Road/ McKee Avenue Roundabout Pedestrian Improvement Scheme


[bookmark: _Toc212796071]CONSULTATION PROCESS

A non-statutory public consultation was held to inform the public of the key features of the scheme and gather comments or observations they may have to better inform the decision-making process for the implementation of the scheme.

This consultation consisted of the following:

· Online public consultation via DCC’s Consultation Hub from the 5th of August to the 1st of September 2025.
· Information leaflets distributed to 685 residential houses and businesses in the vicinity of the route.
· Drawings were available to view in hard copy format in Finglas Civic Centre Mellowes Road, Finglas Dublin 11 Co. Dublin D11 YP68 for the duration of the consultation period.
· Awareness was raised via social media across DCC’s social media channels (Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram).

The methods by which the public could make submissions on the consultation were via an online questionnaire and comment form on the DCC Consultation Hub, or alternatively by email or post.  

Following the public consultation, detailed design drawings will be prepared and the design will be modified where appropriate taking into account the feedback from the public. Once approval and funding are obtained from the National Transport Authority, a contractor will be procured and the scheme installed.






















Figure 2 - Extent of Leaflet Distribution Area
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                                Map 1: Properties North of the roundabout
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[bookmark: _Toc159395288]Map 2: Properties South of the roundabout

[bookmark: _Toc212796072]CONSULTATION RESULTS

In total, there were 50 responses to the public consultation made through the online questionnaire and email submissions. Respondents to the online questionnaire were asked a series of questions about their age; whether they live/work/ travel along the scheme; their frequency of travel; their primary mode of transport; and the comments they wished to make about the proposed scheme (see tables below and Section 4).

This report contains a detailed review of the submissions. A full summary of the consultation questionnaire results can be found in Appendix A of this report.




Age
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Figure 4 - Age profile

Most respondents who answered this question were in the 25 to 34 age group (35%), followed by 35 to 44 (24%), 45 to 54 (18%) and 18 to 24 (5 respondents) This was followed by over 65 and 55 to 64 which had the same number of respondents. 




Categories
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Figure 5 – Categories

Most respondents who answered this question live or work close to the route (75%); followed by those that travel along it (20%) Two respondents (5%) answered ‘Other’ (Shop near this route; and use supermarkets on this route)















How often do you travel along this route?
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Figure 6 – Frequency of Travel

Most respondents who answered this question travel along the route daily (57%); followed by those that travel along it weekly (29%), those who travel along the route monthly/rarely (12%) and lastly those who never travel along the route (2%)



















Primary mode of transport 
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Figure 7 - Primary mode of transport

























Sentiment

	Opinion Categories:
	Number of submissions
	% of submissions

	Fully supports the scheme
	11
	22%

	Supports the scheme with alterations
	  9
	18%

	Does not support the scheme
	30
	59%

	Neutral
	  1
	  1%

	Total
	50
	100%






Table 1: Submission Sentiment




Figure 7 - Submission Sentiment Analysis

The results indicate that 40% of respondents are in support of the scheme, with 22% fully supporting the scheme and 18% suggesting alterations to the proposals to make it more acceptable.

Many respondents submitted several different suggestions and concerns. The main ones were grouped into 6 themes, which are laid out in section 4. Many respondents dealt with multiple themes in one response.  

[bookmark: _Toc212796073]SUBMISSION THEMES AND RESPONSES 



[bookmark: _Toc204165301][bookmark: _Toc212796074]Theme 1: Traffic light concerns

The responses expressed concern that the installation of traffic lights would create traffic congestion and particular additional congestion at rush hour times due to traffic being backed up to the roundabout to let pedestrians cross at regular intervals. One resident of McKee Avenue also raised the issue of access to and from their driveway with the impact of congestion from the new traffic lights.

Response: 

The project aims to improve safety for pedestrians and vulnerable road users by providing two signalised pedestrian crossings at the St Margaret's Road/McKee Avenue junction. 
 
Only when a pedestrian activates the push button unit, vehicle traffic must stop as the signal changes. This ensures a safe crossing opportunity for pedestrians and other vulnerable road users, balancing their safety needs with the temporary disruption to traffic flow.
[bookmark: _Toc204165302]
Theme 2: Traffic flow/congestion 

A recurring theme in the submissions was the issue of already heavy traffic congestion in the area. Several residents highlighted the issue of heavy traffic flow in the area currently, with traffic backlog increasing at rush hour times. Residents expressed concerns that by installing new signalised pedestrian crossings on the southwestern arm (St Margaret’s Road) and the southeastern arm (McKee Avenue) of the roundabout would back traffic up to the junction and leave cars not being able to get through from other direction. There were also concerns raised that pedestrians crossing at traffic lights would increase traffic blocking the junction, leading to worse congestion. 

Response:

The signalised pedestrian crossings on St Margaret's Road and McKee Avenue are necessary because of the heavy traffic volumes at this location. This will ensure a safe crossing opportunity for pedestrians and other vulnerable road users, balancing their safety needs with the temporary disruption to traffic flow.

 
Yellow boxes will be added to the roundabout to prevent vehicles from blocking access when the pedestrian crossing is activated.



[bookmark: _Toc204165305][bookmark: _Toc212796075]Theme 3:  Roundabout concerns

There were some objections to the existing roundabout on the road, with some submissions expressing a wish for the roundabout to be removed due to the lack of traffic flow and its potential danger due to driver recklessness. Some residents expressed that the existing roundabout creates traffic backlogs, especially at peak times. There were suggestions to replace the roundabout with signalised and pedestrian crossings to decrease traffic congestion and create a safer junction for all road users.

Response:

The Luas Finglas project includes replacing the St Margaret's Road/McKee Avenue roundabout with a fully signalised junction. The installation of the two signalised pedestrian crossings is being prioritised to address the immediate need of pedestrians at this location.


[bookmark: _Toc204165308][bookmark: _Toc212796076]Theme 4: LUAS planned works


Several responses pointed to the future LUAS plans in the area which will change the road layout when constructed, with some raising concern of the lack of necessity and the benefit of implementing this scheme considering the future works.

Response:

The Luas Finglas project includes replacing the St Margaret's Road/McKee Avenue roundabout with a fully signalised junction. The installation of the two signalised pedestrian crossings is being prioritised to address the immediate need of pedestrians at this location.

The Active Travel Programme Office (AcTPrO) investigated the option of installing the Finglas Luas proposals. This was not considered feasible due to the time required for the necessary compulsory purchases of lands required in the Luas Finglas design.



[bookmark: _Toc204165312][bookmark: _Toc212796077]Theme 5: Zebra/Pedestrian Crossing

There were several suggestions to implement a zebra/pedestrian crossing on the southwestern arm (St Margaret’s Road) and the southeastern arm (McKee Avenue) instead of new signalised pedestrian crossings. Respondents suggested that by installing Zebra/Pedestrian Crossing this would keep traffic flow moving, while also providing access for pedestrians to cross the road.



Response:

Zebra crossings are difficult to navigate for some vulnerable road users, especially those with vision impairments. Zebra crossings are also not suitable for a high traffic location such as St Margaret's Road/McKee Avenue.

[bookmark: _Toc212796078]Other concerns raised

There were three submissions that raised the following concerns:

One resident highlighted the fact that there is no cycle lane included in the scheme, noting that McKee Avenue has been identified as primary cycle route in the Dublin city cycle map, but no provision has been made for a cycle lane through this junction


Response:
The Luas Finglas project includes replacing the St Margaret's Road/McKee Avenue roundabout with a fully signalised junction. This design includes cycle facilities and a protected junction that separates pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles. 

The installation of the two signalised pedestrian crossings is being prioritised to address the immediate need of pedestrians at this location.

One resident objected to the consultation process for this scheme and questioned the need for a public consultation on this scheme.

Response:

AcTPrO is committed to informing and consulting with the local community for all projects. This consultation process allows us to share details of the proposals with the community. The feedback gathered will be reviewed and integrated as the design progresses.

One resident raised the issue of road surfaces in the area and the issue of potholes that have been poorly filled (no specific area in which these issues are was outlined in the submission)



Response:

The St Margaret’s Road/McKee Avenue Roundabout Pedestrian Improvement Scheme includes the repair and resurfacing of the road surface surrounding the crossings. The project also includes the reconstruction of the footpaths that will be disturbed during the works. 




     

[bookmark: _Toc160700058][bookmark: _Toc212796079] CONCLUSION AND NEXT STEPS


The findings of the non-statutory public consultation indicate there is mixed support and some concern from residents regarding the implementation of the scheme. The concerns and comments received were summarised in the themes outlined in Section 4. Those themes will inform the detailed design phase of the project. 

The next steps required are to review all consultation feedback, modify design elements to address key concerns where feasible and prepare the detailed design drawings.  The detailed design can better reflect community priorities while fulfilling the project’s core objectives of promoting active travel, improving safety and enhancing the area’s environment.

The Active Travel Programme Office (AcTPrO) has received a determination from the Planning Department confirming the recommendations from the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening and the Appropriate Assessment (AA) Screening. The reports recommend that neither an EIA Report nor an AA Natura Impact Statement is required. In addition, and in accordance with the provisions of Section 4(1) (e) and Section 179(6) (bb) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, the proposed project is exempt from the statutory planning processes as set out under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, and Part 10 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (submission to An Bord Pleanála). Therefore, the proposed scheme will now proceed to implementation under the provisions of Section 95 of the Road Traffic Act, 1961 as amended by Section 37 of the Road Traffic Act 1994, and under Section 38 of the Road Traffic Act 1994 as required.

The scheme is expected to go to construction in Q1 2026, subject to funding availability and approval by the NTA.
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[bookmark: _Toc212796080]APPENDIX A: CONSULTATION QUESTIONS AND RESULTS

50 responses were made through the online questionnaire, email and post.

1. What age group are you in?

	Age Category
	Total
	Percentage

	18-24
	5
	10.2%

	25-34
	17
	34.7%

	35-44
	12
	24.5%

	45-54
	9
	18.4%

	55-64
	3
	6.1%

	65 or older
	3
	6.1%

	Total
	50
	100%





2. Which category below best describes you?

	Option
	Total
	Percentage

	Live/work on or close to the proposed route
	37
	75.5%

	Travel along this route
	24
	20.4%

	Other
	2
	4.1%

	Total
	50
	100%






3.  Frequency of Travel

	Option
	Total
	Percentage

	Daily
	                                 28
	57.1%

	Weekly
	14
	28.6%

	Monthly/rarely
	6
	12.2%

	Never
	1
	2.1%

	Total
	50
	100%




4. Mode of transport


	Option
	Total
	Percent

	Walk
	30
	61.2%

	Use public transport
	8
	16.3%

	Cycle
	8
	16.3%

	Car
	2
	4.1%

	No response
	1
	2.1%

	Total
	50
	100%















































[bookmark: _Toc212796081]APPENDIX B: PROMOTION OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
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Submission Sentiment 	
Fully supports the scheme	Supports the scheme with alerations 	Does not support the scheme	Neutral 	0.22	0.18	0.59	0.01	
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