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Executive Summary & Key Results

Government Guidelines on Development Plans (2022) identify plan monitoring as a key step towards plan evaluation and policy refinement. Annual core strategy monitoring is required, and this helps assess development trends against core strategy objectives of the Development Plan. The Guidelines require that an annual report be made available to the elected members and published thereafter on the relevant website. At a broader level, National Strategic Outcomes contained in the National Planning Framework include outcomes such as ‘Compact Growth” and “Sustainable Mobility” which are key inputs to the process. In April 2025, the first revision to the National Planning Framework was published, and National Policy Objectives 105, 106 and 108 therein focus specifically on the importance of monitoring and measuring compact growth as a means gauging progress on strategic objectives. The Office of the Planning Regulator has also emphasised the importance of Planning Authority monitoring.

Section 16.3.3 of the Dublin City Development Plan states that a Core Strategy Monitoring report on City Performance Indicators is additional to the two-year progress report and is to be presented to the City Council on an annual basis.  The indicators are a means by which the City’s progress can be measured in accordance with stated goals, by providing annual benchmarks. Data from these annual indicators will be useful inputs to forthcoming baseline work for the next City Development Plan.

Key statistics for 2024 are as follows.

	Statistic for Dublin City
	Relevant Figure

	Total no. of valid planning applications received 
	2,774

	Total no. of dwellings completed
	3,355 

	Remaining residential capacity
	33,959 units

	Unemployment Rate
	4.9% (Q4 2024)

	Transport; no. of cyclists crossing the Canal cordon in AM peak
	10,646

	Mercer’s 2024 Quality of Living city ranking
	26th in Western Europe

	Cost of living
	19th most expensive city in Europe

	

	Within Strategic Development Regeneration Areas alone

	Relevant Figure

	No. of valid applications received
	332

	Grants of permission for residential development
	53

	Sq. m of office space granted permission
	126,496

	Sq. m of retail granted permission
	10,038

	No. of Residential units constructed in 2024
	1,306
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[bookmark: _Toc180058955]Introduction: Core Strategy Monitoring report on City Performance Indicators

As set out in section 16.3.3 of the Development Plan, a Core Strategy Monitoring report on City Performance Indicators is additional to the two-year progress report and to be presented to the City Council on an annual basis. 

The indicators are a means by which the City’s progress can be measured in accordance with stated goals, by providing annual benchmarks. The indicators chosen for the Plan reflect the vision of the core strategy and are therefore broader in scope than environmental indicators used as part of parallel SEA and AA processes. Table 16.1 of the City Development Plan set out City Performance Indicators under eight thematic headings and these are listed hereunder. Data from these annual indicators will provide a useful evidence base for the forthcoming baseline work which be an integral part of preparing the next City Development Plan.

Note that the most up-to-date figures and data available at the time of writing have been used here. Generally, annual figures for 2024 have been provided where available.




City Performance Indicators as listed in the City Development Plan (Table 16-1)
	City Performance Indicators
	Sources of Data

	1. Planning Statistics
(Key Performance Indicators)
	a) Total number of valid planning applications received. 
b) Number of applications received online (e-planning). 
c) Development contributions - total payments received 
d) Vacant land study update.
e) Funding (URDF etc.) received.

	2. Housing-Related
	a) Planning permissions granted for residential development with:
Breakdown of 1, 2, 3 and 4 bed units.
b) Total new dwellings commenced and completed with breakdown of unit type (a KPI).
c) Housing land availability (from Housing Land Availability Study). 
d) Residential rents (Private Residential Tenancies Board data). 
e) Residential property price index – Dublin (available from Central Statistics Office).

	3. SDRA
	a) Total number of valid planning applications received. 
b) Planning permissions granted for: 
(i) residential development
(ii) office/retail/commercial development (sq. m.)
c) No. of residential units constructed.
d) Office/retail/commercial development constructed (sq. m.).
e) Enabling infrastructure delivery.

	4. Commercial / Employment-Related
	a) Office floorspace quantum.
b) Retail floorspace quantum.
c) Dublin city centre office rents. 
d) Dublin office vacancy rate. 
e) Unemployment rate (census). 

	5. Movement and Transport
	a) Canal cordon counts; cycle and pedestrian.
b) City centre footfall figures (via Dublinked site). 
c) Shared Public Mobility Schemes; annual number of trips.

	6. Tourism and Visitors
	a) Overseas visitors figures.
b) Hotel room occupancy levels.

	7. Economic
	a) Seaport cargo figures.
b) KBC/ESRI Dublin overall consumer sentiment.
c) MARKIT Dublin purchasing managers’ index (PMI).
d) Dublin’s latest international rankings.

	8. Environmental
	a) Air quality data (Environmental Protection Authority). 
b) Environmental noise levels. 
c) Bathing water quality (measured at Dollymount, Sandymount. Merrion Strand and Shelley Banks). 
d) Carbon reduction. 
e) Energy performance.



Indicator 1: Planning Statistics

a) Total number of valid planning applications received. 

In 2024, 2,774 no. valid planning applications were received. The equivalent 2023 figure was 3,250 (Source: DCC Planning Department)

b) Number of applications received online (e-planning). 
A total of 1,951 online applications were made in 2024 (Source: DCC Planning Department)

c) Development Contributions - total payments received.
€24,843,357 received in 2024, down from €39,769,493 in 2023 (Source: Annual Financial Statements, Dublin City Council, Year ended 31st Dec 2024) 

d) Vacant land study update.
Please refer to Appendix 1 for update including progress on the Residential Zoned Land Tax.

e) Funding (URDF etc.) received
As part of Call 2 of the URDF, funding for DCC projects was awarded as follows; to assist in the regeneration of several areas in the North Inner City (€125.5m) and the South Inner City (€45.1m). This is a significant allocation of €170.6m in approved funding and is in addition to six projects with approved URDF funding totalling €17.8m under the earlier ‘Call 1’. (See Appendix 3 for details).

Indicator 2: Housing-Related

a) Planning permissions granted for residential development with: Breakdown of 1, 2, 3 and 4 bed units

Table 1 contains figures for 2024. These figures are based on an analysis of all applications for 10 or more units using available ‘4Dublin Housing Supply Pipeline’ data but exclude local authority development (part 8 and part 10 developments) and developments by Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) – hence these figures are underestimates of overall units granted. The figures exclude developments refused on appeal. 
[bookmark: _Ref179198652][bookmark: _Toc180059279]
Table1: Permissions Granted by no. of Bedrooms
	Unit type
	No. of units
	% of total

	Studio
	67
	3.4

	1 bed
	788
	41

	2 beds
	988
	51.3

	3 beds
	83
	4.3

	4+ beds
	-
	-

	Total
	1,926
	100


		Source: Figures derived from DCC Housing Task Force 

For broader context, the total no. of residential units granted in 2024 was 2,301 (Source: CSO quarterly figures). This higher figure reflects a broader source, this time including those units granted on foot of permissions for less than 10 units. Breakdown: 235 Houses and 2,066 Private flats/apartments. 


b) Total new dwellings commenced and completed with breakdown of unit type (a KPI).

Commencement figures for total residential units Jan – Dec 2024 equal 7,865 units, compared to 4,844 units for 2023. (Sources: CSO (from DHPLG data) & Housing Agency data hub).

Completions for year 2024 equal 3,355 units compared to 3,433 units for 2023. (Source: CSO figures by Local Electoral Area).
Table 2 hereunder gives a breakdown by unit type. (Note that there is no available breakdown of completions by number of bedrooms)

[bookmark: _Hlk207189593]Table 2: Units completed in 2024 by unit type (Source; graph in National Housing Delivery Tracker Dashboard, Dept Housing, Local Govt and Heritage. Also, on www.geohive.ie)

	Type
	Number units completed in 2024

	Apartments
	                                       3,201 

	Scheme Houses
	                                           87 

	Single Houses
	                                           67 

	Total
	                                3,355  



[bookmark: _Hlk209793614]
c) Housing land availability (from Housing Land Availability Study). 

The Housing Land Availability study was superseded by the Housing Taskforce. At the start of 2023 there was approx. 550 ha of available residential land of which 358 ha was within SDRAs (Table 2-10 Dublin City Development Plan 2022-2028). The Development Plan core strategy indicates that total housing capacity was 49,175 residential units (Table 2-11) and a detailed breakdown of zoned areas and expected residential yield for the various strategic lands in the city including SDRAs is provided (Table 2-8).

Currently, there is no readily viable means of measuring the precise extent of lands that have been developed for housing and therefore the figures that follow are based solely on residential unit numbers. 

The development plan core strategy total housing capacity figure of 49,175 residential units has been reduced by two factors.
(a)  by the number of units built during the period 2023-2024, and
(b)  by the number of units commenced as of Q4 2024.

In relation to (a) above, a total of 6,788 units were completed during this period, i.e. 3,433 and 3,355 units for 2023 and 2024 respectively.  

In relation to (b) above, as of Q4 2024, there were 8,428 units under construction. (Source; 4Dublin Housing Supply Pipeline, Quarter Q4 2024 returns).



Table 3; Reduced residential capacity calculation (no. units)

	       Capacity reducing Factor
	No. of units

	(a) Units completed during 2023/2024
	6,788

	(b) Units under construction as of Q4 2024
	8,428

	Total reduced capacity  
	15,216




Summing the units completed and the units under construction above gives a figure of 15,216 units which reduces the City’s overall available capacity from 49,175 units to 33,959 units. See Table 4 below.  













Table 4; Remaining Residential Capacity.

	
	No. Residential Units

	Total capacity (core strategy)
	49,175

	Reduced residential capacity (Table 3)
	15,216

	Remaining residential capacity  
	33,959




It is noted that there are also extant planning permissions which potentially could reduce remaining residential capacity. These extant permissions comprise a total of 17,953 units that have not commenced development as of Q4 2024.


d) Residential rents (Private Residential Tenancies Board data). 
‘Standardised average rent in existing tenancies in Dublin’ in Q4 2024 was €1,865 per month and €1,855 in Q2 2024 (source: rtb.ie)

e) [bookmark: _Hlk207709858]Residential property price index – Dublin (available from Central Statistics Office).
In Dublin, residential property prices saw an increase of 7.5% to January 2025, whilst the equivalent figure for January 2024 was +4.5%. 
For Dublin City, the median dwelling price in the 12 months to January 2024 was €415,000. This rose to €451,000 in the 12 months to January 2025, representing an increase of 8.67%. (Source: CSO.ie)
Indicator 3: SDRAs
a) Total number of valid planning applications received. 

[bookmark: _Toc178675186][bookmark: _Toc178675401][bookmark: _Toc178675508][bookmark: _Toc180059280]Table 5: Total number of Valid Planning Applications Received per SDRA in 2024 (Source: DCC Planning Department – APAS system query)
	SDRA
	Domestic
	Non-Domestic
	Total

	Ballymun
	6
	14
	20

	Clongriffin/Belmayne
	17
	6
	23

	Docklands
	32
	80
	112

	Emmet Road
	1
	7
	8

	Finglas Village and Jamestown Road
	5
	12
	17

	Grangegorman/Broadstone
	-
	6
	6

	Heuston Station
	4
	6
	10

	Liberties and Newmarket Square
	8
	51
	59

	Markets Area
	1
	5
	6

	Naas Road
	-
	1
	1

	Northeast Inner City
	12
	50
	62

	Park West/Cherry Orchard
	1
	3
	4

	St. James's Campus
	-
	1
	1

	Dolphin House
	1
	2
	3

	Total
	88
	244
	332








b) Planning permissions granted for: 
i) Residential development
ii) Office/retail/commercial development (sq. m.)

Tables 6 to 9 hereunder contain the relevant statistics for planning permissions granted in the SDRAs.























[bookmark: _Ref178849817][bookmark: _Toc180059281][bookmark: _Toc178675187][bookmark: _Toc178675402][bookmark: _Toc178675509]Table 6: Residential Development: Grants of permission per SDRA, 2024. Note: includes mixed-use applications.
(Source: DCC Planning Department – APAS system query)

	SDRA
	No. residential applications granted (includes appeal decisions)

	Ballymun
	2

	Clongriffin/Belmayne
	2

	Docklands
	17

	Emmet Road
	2

	Finglas Village and Jamestown Road
	1

	Grangegorman/Broadstone
	-

	Heuston Station
	2

	Liberties and Newmarket Square
	8

	Markets Area
	1

	Naas Road
	1

	Northeast Inner City
	16

	Park West/Cherry Orchard
	-

	St. James's Campus
	-

	Dolphin House
	1

	Total
	53



[bookmark: _Ref178849820][bookmark: _Toc178675188][bookmark: _Toc178675403][bookmark: _Toc178675510][bookmark: _Toc180059282]




Table 7: Office Development; grants of Permission per SDRA, 2024 (Source: DCC Planning Department – APAS system query)

	SDRA
	No. of office applications granted
	Total floor area (sqm)

	Clongriffin/Belmayne
	-
	-

	Ballymun
	1
	95

	Finglas Village and Jamestown Road
	1
	4,168

	Park West/Cherry Orchard
	-
	-

	Naas Road
	-
	-

	Docklands
	2
	45,498

	Heuston Station
	1
	19,474

	Grangegorman/Broadstone
	1
	51,026

	Emmet Road
	-
	-

	Northeast Inner City
	2
	5,974

	St. Teresa’s Gardens and Environs 
	-
	-

	Dolphin House
	-
	-

	Markets Area
	-
	-

	St. James's Campus
	-
	-

	Liberties and Newmarket Square
	3
	261

	Oscar Traynor Road
	-
	-

	Werburgh Street
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	11
	126,496


[bookmark: _Ref178849824][bookmark: _Toc178675189][bookmark: _Toc178675404][bookmark: _Toc178675511][bookmark: _Toc180059283]
Table 8: Retail grants of permission per SDRA, 2024 
(Source: DCC Planning Department – APAS system query)

	SDRA
	No. of retail applications granted in 2024
	Approx. Sqm of retail granted in 2024

	Ballymun
	2
	94

	Liberties and Newmarket Square
	6
	198

	Naas Road
	3 
	1,198

	Docklands
	9
	4,536

	Grangegorman/ Broadstone
	1
	929

	Heuston
	1
	208

	Emmett rd.
	-
	-

	NEIC
	5
	2,411

	Finglas Village
	3 
	140

	Clongriffin
	-
	-

	Oscar Traynor Rd
	-
	-

	Dolphin House
	1
	324

	Park West/ Cherry Orchard
	-
	-

	Markets Area
	-
	-

	Total SDRAs
	21
	10,038




[bookmark: _Ref178850038][bookmark: _Toc178675190][bookmark: _Toc178675405][bookmark: _Toc178675512][bookmark: _Toc180059284]
Table 9: Commercial grants of permission per SDRA, 2024
(Source: DCC Planning Department – APAS system query)

	SDRA
	No. of Commercial Applications
	Total floor area (sq m)

	Clongriffin/Belmayne
	4
	590

	Ballymun
	8
	689

	Finglas Village and Jamestown Road
	3
	368

	Park West/Cherry Orchard
	1
	26

	Naas Road
	3
	33,218

	Docklands
	47
	25,581

	Heuston Station
	3
	13,762

	Grangegorman/Broadstone
	1
	648

	Emmet Road
	2
	16

	Northeast Inner City
	37
	27,336

	St. Teresa’s Gardens and Environs 
	-
	-

	Dolphin House
	-
	-

	Markets Area
	10
	6,628

	St. James's Campus
	-
	-

	Liberties and Newmarket Square
	26
	21,341

	Oscar Traynor Road
	-
	-

	Werburgh Street
	-
	-

	Total
	145
	130,203


[bookmark: _Ref178785149][bookmark: _Toc178675191][bookmark: _Toc178675406][bookmark: _Toc178675513][bookmark: _Toc180059285]





c) No. of residential units constructed

Analysis of Planning Department monitoring data estimates that approximately 1,306 no. residential units were constructed in the SDRAs in 2024.

d) Office/retail/commercial development constructed (sq. m).

These figures are not readily available for SDRAs. However, Tables 5, 6 and 7 above provide both floor area figures and numbers of applications for office development, retail and commercial developments granted permission in each of the SDRAs.


e) Enabling Infrastructure Delivery

The main elements of infrastructure delivery provided within the SDRAs includes: 
SDRA 2; The realignment of Sillogue Avenue and upgrades to the drainage and open space at Sillogue Gardens were completed. 
SDRA 4; ESB mains cabling installed along Grand Canal.
SDRA 10; As part of the C2CC (Clontarf to City Centre) project, 6.5km of old water mains were replaced.
SDRA 14; The introduction of the G-Spine route provides a 24/7 bus service along the Northern boundary of the SDRA; new road layouts have been introduced; new Children’s hospital elevated helipad is completed.
(Source: DCC Planning Department, SDRA monitoring data.)





Indicator 4: Commercial / Employment Related

a) Office floorspace quantum
There is no figure available for the city. However, in 2024 total office floorspace granted in SDRAs combined was 126,496 sq. m. A total of 11 no. applications were granted. (See Table 5 above)

b) Retail floorspace quantum
There is no figure available for the city. However, in 2024 total retail floorspace granted in SDRAs combined was 10,038 sq. m. A total of 21 no. applications were granted. (See Table 6 above).

c) City Centre Office Rents
This information is not available within Dublin City Council. However, according to Lisney’s ‘Office Report Q4 2024’, the City Centre Prime Headline Rent for Quarter 4 2024 was €678 per sq. m (Source: Lisney Office Report Q4 2024)


















      
      d) Dublin Office Vacancy Rate
The Dublin Office Headline Vacancy rate was 16.9% in Q4 2024, having risen from 16.6% in Q4 2023 (Source: Lisney Office Reports for Q4 2023 & 2024).

e) Unemployment rate (census)
The National unemployment figure for Q4 2024 was 4.2%. The Dublin figure for Q4 2024 was 4.9%, down 0.2% from 5.1% in Q4 2023. (Source: Dublin Economic Monitor, March 2025)



Indicator 5: Movement and Transport

a) Canal Cordon Counts: Cycle and Pedestrian

Cycle

The overall number of cyclists observed crossing the canal was 10,646 in the AM peak period in 2024 which is up from the 2023 number of 9,406.  (Source: NTA – Canal Cordon Report 2024)
 
For broader context, the overall mode share for sustainable transport modes in 2024, 74.1%, was 0.4 % higher than 2023 and 13.4% higher than 2006.	 

Pedestrian
The number of pedestrians crossing the canal cordon in the AM peak period has decreased from 24,691 in 2019 to 18,564 in 2024.
(Source: Ibid). 

b) City centre footfall figures (via data.gov.ie site). 
[bookmark: _Hlk205456654]Table 10 represents a sample only of some key locations and dates/times. All figures are for 2024. Comprehensive figures are available at Pedestrian Footfall DCC - 2024 Pedestrian Footfall DCC - data.gov.ie 


[bookmark: _Ref178785193][bookmark: _Toc180059286]Table 10: City Centre Pedestrian Counts, 2024
	Location
	Wed 21st Feb 9am 2024
	Mon 1st July 16.00, 2024


	College Green/Church Lane
	1,024
	1,442

	Grafton Street/Monsoon
	1,520
	2,915

	O Connell Street/Princes Street Nth
	833
	No Figure available

	Westmoreland Street West/ Carrolls
	279
	943

	D’Olier St/Burgh Quay
	1,326
	No Figure available


 
c) Shared Public Mobility Schemes; annual number of trips.
[bookmark: _Hlk205456704]The dublinbikes bicycle sharing scheme had 1,977,582 journeys in 2024, a decline of 2.7% in the no. of journeys from 2023 (2,034,075 journeys). Source: Environment & Transportation Department of Dublin City Council/ JCDecaux.


Indicator 6: Tourism and Visitors

a) Overseas visitors figures.
[bookmark: _Hlk205456797]Air and sea passenger arrivals in Ireland; Some 622,300 foreign visitors completed a trip to Ireland in May 2024, an increase of 8.5% compared with May 2023. (Source: cso.ie Inbound Tourism May 2024 - Central Statistics Office)
Figures specific to Dublin City could not be sourced for 2024, although over 8 million visitors came to Dublin in 2019 (EU figure). 

b) Hotel room occupancy levels.
[bookmark: _Hlk205457389]Occupancy rate of 68% of total rooms in December 2024 across the 4 Dublin Authorities (Source: Bord Failte Ireland Hotel Survey Dec. 2024). This marked a 1% increase over 12 months. 


Indicator 7: Economic

a) Seaport cargo figures.
Total tonnage of goods handled by Dublin Port in 2024: 24.87 million tonnes, marginally above the 2023 figure of 24.67 million tonnes (Source: CSO.ie). 

b) KBC/ESRI Dublin overall consumer sentiment.
Figures not now available. However, the Credit Union consumer sentiment index was 73.9 in Dec. 2024 (Source: www.creditunion.ie)
   
c) MARKIT Dublin purchasing managers’ index (PMI).
[bookmark: _Hlk205457623]The S&P Global Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI) for Dublin, which was formerly known as the IHS Markit PMI showed a marked expansion of business activity in the final quarter of 2024. The PMI headline rate stood at 54.7 which was up from 52.8 in Q3. The construction and services sectors in Dublin continued to drive growth with indices of 59.6 and 55.1 respectively.

d) Dublin’s latest international rankings. See Appendix 2.

Indicator 8: Environmental

f) Air quality data (Environmental Protection Authority)
Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Data is available at https://dublincityairandnoise.ie/. This is real-time mapped data for specific measuring points and providing particulate matter measurements for PM10 and PM2.5. PM10 means that the particulate matter is 10 microns or less in diameter whereas PM2.5 particles are 2.5 microns or less in diameter, which are small enough to pass through human lungs and into the bloodstream causing health impacts.

[bookmark: _Hlk205458101]Sample measurements observed at 17.15 pm on 28/05/24 are provided in Table 11 below.

Table 11: Air Quality Monitoring Samples
	Location
	PM10 (24 hr mean) μg/sqm
	PM2.5 (24 Hr mean) μg/sqm

	Drumcondra
	5.3
	2.18

	Lord Edward Street
	3.5
	0.89

	Ballymun Library
	14.5
	3.08

	Donnybrook Fire Station
	5.4
	2.77



g) Environmental Noise levels 
These are monitored live at https://dublincityairandnoise.ie/, where there is direct access to sound level monitors (mapped).

[bookmark: _Hlk205458124]The following noise rating was taken from the website at 11.10 on 12/09/24. 


[bookmark: _Toc180059475][bookmark: _Toc178675098][bookmark: _Hlk205458144]Figure 1: Dublin City Noise Rating, 11:10 on 12/09/24 
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h) Bathing water quality (measured at Dollymount, Sandymount. Merrion Strand and Shelley Banks).
[bookmark: _Hlk205458176]In 2024, 20 scheduled bathing water samples were taken at 6 bathing water locations. 

Dollymount Strand is classified as achieving Good Water Quality in 2024 based on the assessment of bacteriological results for the period 2021 to 2024. 

[bookmark: _Hlk205458210]Sandymount Strand was classified as having Poor Water Quality in 2024 based on the water quality results for the period 2021 to 2024. Consequently, a bathing prohibition applied for the 2024 bathing season.

Merrion Strand was declassified as a designated bathing water from the 1st of June 2020.

Shelley Banks:  Water quality recorded as ‘excellent’ as of 08/07/24. (www.beaches.ie)

i) Carbon reduction
[bookmark: _Hlk205458310]A range of specific objectives aim to reduce carbon/greenhouse gases and increase use of renewable energy whilst also reducing energy consumption. Objective C4 of Dublin Climate Action Plan 2024 - 2029 (Climate Neutral Dublin 2030) sets out 2 decarbonisation zones: Ringsend/Poolbeg and Ballymun. Policies CA11-14 inclusive aim to increase use of renewables and district heating initiatives are supported under CA15-19. Sustainable transport objectives are also being implemented, including improved public transport and improved infrastructure for charging electric vehicles.

In terms of specific figures, in 2016 the entire Dublin City area emitted 2,810,880 tonnes CO2 equivalent (source: p52, DCC Climate Change Action Plan 2019-2024). The 2018 estimate is 2,183,270 tonnes CO2 equivalent (source: p67 of DCC Climate Action Plan 2024-2029). 

[bookmark: _Hlk205458371]In terms of Dublin City Councils own activities, 2017 saw emissions of 40,370 tonnes CO2, which reduced to 30,427 in 2021. The most up to date data for 2024 is provisional and indicates that DCC improved its energy efficiency compared to the baseline by an estimated 42.2% and reduced its CO2 by an estimated 32.2% compared to the baseline.  (Source: DCC Climate Change Action Plan 2024-2029 – Annual Report 2024) 

j) Energy performance. 

[bookmark: _Toc178776842]In this regard, carbon reduction is relevant and addressed above. More generally, the City Council, via development plan policies and the updated climate action plan (see above) is progressing measures to reduce energy usage by reducing waste energy, increasing energy efficiency, and encouraging renewables.  The City Council collaborates continuously with Codema (Dublin’s energy agency) to progress improvements relating to energy reduction.


[bookmark: _Toc180058956]Appendix 1: City Performance Indicator 1(d) – Vacant Land Study Update

Residential Zoned Land Tax (RZLT)

[bookmark: _Hlk205458432]A residential Zoned Land Tax (RZLT) was introduced in the Finance Act 2021, and this tax will replace the Vacant Site Levy as an active land management tool.  Like the Vacant Site Levy, the principal purpose of the tax is to encourage the timely activation of zoned and serviced residential development land for housing.
 
The tax is an annual tax calculated at a rate of 3% of the market value of land.  The first liability date for the tax was deferred from 1st February 2024 to 1st February 2025.  The tax is administered on a self-assessment basis to the Revenue Commissioners. Local Authorities are required to map the lands ‘in scope’ for the tax.  Lands ‘in scope’ applies to land that is both zoned as suitable for residential development and is serviced. 
 
Dublin City Council published the annual draft map for the year 2025  in early 2024 ahead of the publication of the revised final map (January 2025) and this can be viewed at www.dublincity.ie under the heading ‘active land management’ on the main ‘planning’ web page.
 
Landowners / third parties have the opportunity to make submissions on an annual draft map regarding the inclusion in or exclusion from the final map of specific sites, or the date on which a site first satisfied the relevant criteria.  The legislation provides landowners with the opportunity to appeal a Local Authority’s determination on a submission to An Coimisiún Pleanála. 
 
Landowners can request the rezoning of land appearing on the map for the years 2024/2025 only. 
 
Although they are included on the map, residential properties are not subject to RZLT if they are subject to Local Property Tax. 
 

[bookmark: _Toc178776843][bookmark: _Toc180058957]Appendix 2: City Performance Indicator 7(d) – Dublin’s International Rankings

[bookmark: _Hlk205458495]The text below is from ‘Dublin Economic Monitor’, (March 2025 issue) Latest Dublin Economic Monitor Shows the Economy Remained Resolute in Q4 | Dublin Economic Monitor. This is the most comparable period for the 2024 period.

Quality of Living
Mercer’s 2024 Quality of Living city ranking placed Dublin in 43rd position, down one place on 2023 but still within the top 30 cities in Europe. Noel O’Connor, Principal of Mercer Ireland, outlined how "Dublin’s strong position in this year’s index, 26th in western Europe and 43rd globally, once again demonstrates its attractiveness as a destination for expatriates”. The report also demonstrated Dublin’s characterisation as a city where a high cost of living (41st globally) is counterbalanced by its similar ranking for quality of living. The Capital has also been ranked in 41st position in Resonance’s World’s Best Cities report for 2025. The ranking highlighted how Dublin achieved a Top 25 spot in the overall Prosperity index, including 18th position for Fortune 500 firms located in the city. According to Resonance, “the magnetism is obvious in places like the Docklands area, called Silicon Docks, home to big tech and digital players including Alphabet, Meta, Amazon, Apple and Airbnb […] They come for some of the world’s lowest corporate taxes and stay for homegrown economic development initiatives like Ireland’s Local Enterprise Office’s mentoring, training and financial grants.” Dublin’s universities, cultural amenities, and nightlife were cited as strengths, though affordability remains a challenge.

Cost of Living 
Cost of living comparison website, Numbeo, has found Dublin to be the 19th most expensive city in Europe in which to live. Rental costs were a key driver with Dublin ranking 4th most expensive – behind only London, Zurich and Geneva. Dublin’s restaurant price index reading placed it at 18th in Europe, comparing favourably to London (12th) and Amsterdam (15th) but more expensive than Cork (23rd) and Belfast (24th).

Congestion Issues 
Traffic congestion in Dublin remained an issue in 2024. The Capital was the third most congested city in Europe, and the 15th most congested in the world according to Inrix, a transport data and analytics company. It moved up one place from 16th in the global congestion rankings as drivers were delayed by an average of 81 hours due to congestion in the city in 2024, a 13% YoY increase. Traffic delay times in the city had increased in each of the past three years. The research found Istanbul to be the most congested city globally (105 hours). 



[bookmark: _Toc178776844][bookmark: _Toc180058958]Appendix 3: URDF Funding Received

[bookmark: _Hlk205458609]As of December 2024, Call 2 of the URDF funding for DCC projects was awarded to assist in the regeneration of several areas, including parts of the North Inner City (€125.5m) and the South Inner City (€45.1m). This allocation of €170.6m in approved funding is in addition to six projects with approved URDF funding totalling €17.8m under the earlier ‘Call 1’. 

A breakdown of the specific projects funded under Call 2 is provided below.  The aim for the City is to provide a coordinated area based urban regeneration in order to achieve economic and compact urban growth, enhance connectivity and mobility, build social and cultural amenities and ensure climate resilience and sustainability.  This will be achieved by the consolidation of sustainable urban development through the delivery of a series of complementary public realm and regeneration projects.

North Inner City Concept Area 1 (Dublin City Council) - €125.5m
This significant integrated urban development and area-based regeneration project for Dublin’s north inner city was awarded €125.5m URDF provisional funding towards a series of complementary sub projects, interlinked with current and planned transport routes and spatially clustered in 4 hubs: 

Parnell Square - Phase 1 of the Parnell Square Cultural Quarter will deliver 11,000sq.m of cultural facilitates, the centre piece of which will be a new City Library and a range of cultural facilities. Parnell Square Public Realm works will create a civic space to link the Parnell Square Cultural Quarter buildings. Other works include…

41 Parnell Square; acquisition and refurbishment of a protected structure.
Moore Street Public Realm Renewal works; structural and restoration works to 4 houses at 14-17 Moore Street to facilitate the reuse of these buildings as a Commemorative Centre.

15/16 Henrietta Street; works to rebuild no. 16 Henrietta Street as a venue and museum for Na Píobairí Uilleann.

Markets area. Works to include the conservation and refurbishment of the historic city-owned former Fruit and Vegetable market, located between Capel Street and Smithfield as a retail food market.
Markets and Public Realm Study and works: acquisition of a vacant site at Ryders Row for redevelopment and reutilisation.

Mountjoy Square. Georgian era Mountjoy Square to be redeveloped and enhanced as a traditional park for the community and as a tourist attraction. Restoration works to include the original path layout, landscaping, and refurbishment of the existing community building.

Five Lamps. Public realm/greening works and changes to traffic flows in the area to support the regeneration and enhancement of this part of the north inner city.

South Inner City Concept Area 2 (Dublin City Council) - €45.1m 
This area-based regeneration proposal for Dublin’s South Inner City was awarded €45.1m in URDF provisional funding towards a series of 15 complementary sub projects, interlinked with current and planned transport routes, and spatially clustered in two hubs including:

Ringsend Hub. The refurbishment and extension of Ringsend Public Library to provide a high-quality village core, public realm enhancements at Ringsend Park, and road projects including upgrades to the Sean Moore Roundabout.

South Inner City – 
· Liberties Greening Strategy; Improvements to recreational and amenity resources for the Liberties Community
· Cork Street Environmental Improvement Scheme; Public realm improvement Plan for Cork St, addressing parking and opportunities for site consolidation.
· Francis Street Environmental Improvement Scheme; improvement of public realm along Francis St., Hanover Lane and part of Dean St.
· Newmarket Square Environmental Improvement Scheme; improved paving, seating areas, tree planting, a market square and public lighting. 
· Meath Street Environmental Improvement Scheme; provision of on-street parking and loading facilities for retail premises on the street.
· Dolphin’s Barn Environmental Improvement Scheme including café, tree planting, linear park, footpaths, medians, street furniture, lighting and parking.
· Werburgh Street/Ship Street Gateway Site; Acquisition of sites to deliver heritage space.
· Exchange Street CPO; Acquisition of long-term vacant site within Temple Bar. 
· Liberties Hub (Pear Tree Crossing); Masterplan with the Land Development Agency will address mixed use housing, amenity, leisure and civic space.
· Public Lighting Upgrade.
· Iveagh Market: Conservation works.

[bookmark: _Toc178776845]


***************************************
Conclusion: Trends identified and next steps in the process.


Having considered the content of the above report, the following trends have been identified.

· The annual figure for planning applications received has dropped to 2,774 in 2024, from 3,250 in 2023, and development contributions received have dropped to €24.8 million from €39.8 million during the same period.
· Housing completions have dropped to 3,355 in 2024, from 3,433 in 2023 (a 2.3 % fall), yet commencements have jumped by 62% in the same period. Estimated remaining residential capacity is approximately 33,959 units.
· The headline office vacancy rate in Dublin increased marginally, whilst economic indicators remain strong with the S&P Global Purchasing Managers’ Index having risen to 54.7 in the final quarter of 2024.
· The unemployment rate for Dublin has remained low having dropped to 4.9% in Quarter 4 2024 from 5.1% in Q4 2023.
· Quality of living remains high, with Dublin ranking in the top 30 European cities. 
· Emissions from Dublin City Councils own activities, including CO2, have reduced in recent years.


It is an objective of the Development Plan Guidelines 2022 that an ‘Annual Development Plan Monitoring Report’ containing key information is assembled by the planning authority and made available to the elected members and published on the website of the planning authority.  Data from the Core Strategy Monitoring report on City Performance Indicators 2024 will be used as baseline information informing planning policy and the preparation of the next City Development Plan. 
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