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	Animal Welfare Oversight Committee
Minutes of Meeting held on 26th March 2024



Conference Room 233 Block 2 Floor 3, Civic Offices and via Teleconferencing (Teams)
9.30 am – 10.15am

Members In Attendance: 
Cllr. Deirdre Heney, Chair (DH)
Deputy Lord Mayor Donna Cooney (DC)
Chief Superintendent John Gordon, An Garda Síochána (CS,JG)
Cllr. Cieran Perry (CP)
Cllr. Kourtney Kenny (KK)
Cllr. Clodagh Ní Mhuirí (CNM)
Cllr. Janice Boylan (JB)
Cllr. John Lyons (JL)
Martina Kenny (MK) (My Lovely Horse Rescue)

Dublin City Council Representatives
Dave Dinnigan, Executive Manager (DD)
Ursula Donnellan, Senior Executive Officer (UD)
Richie Herlihy, Administrative Officer (RH)
Maeve Furlong, Animal Welfare Inspector (MF)
Ruth Quinn, Staff Officer (RQ)

Apologies:
Cllr. Alison Silke (AS)


	
	
	
Discussion
	Matters Arising / Actions

	1
	Minutes of last meeting (7/05/24)
	
	Minutes agreed.

	2.
	Overview of purpose of Oversight Committee
	The rationale for the committee and the increase in animal welfare issues in the city 

DCC intends to be the lead local authority in Animal Welfare.

	Noted.


	3.
	Membership of committee
	All Councillors and a number of invited outside organisations committed to Animal Welfare are welcome to join the committee.  A number of additional  organisations were mentioned and RH will contact them to invite representatives to join the committee


· Irish Horse Welfare Trust
· Ex County Vet ( currently employed by DAFM)
· ISPCA 
· Kildare Wildlife Rescue 


	Organisations will be approached to see if they are interested.

Invite Kildare Wildlife Rescue & Dog Law Ireland to attend an OC Meeting and possible membership 

	4.
	Terms of Reference
	Decide to maintain the existing terms or amend where necessary 

	Members to examine and will be adopted at next meeting. 


	5.
	Managers Update on work of the Unit and staffing compliment
	Staffing levels have improved. 

· 1 Animal Welfare Inspector
· 5 Animal Welfare Wardens
· 4 Admin Staff
 



The Chair D.H. thanked M.F. and the staff for their work. 

	Assistant Inspector vacancy. 
Clarification is needed on the roles of the animal welfare wardens and more staffing is needed. 


Noted.

	
	
	Work has expanded into education, visiting schools and attending community events.

	Noted.

	
	
	XL Bully Legislation – waiting for the Department to clarify what our role will be.

Legal Lacuna  in relation to the horse drawn carriages – Currently at a status work in progress in the Spring 2025 Government Legislation Programme

	Noted.



As Chair, D.H. will write to Minister Darragh O’Brien regarding this.
[bookmark: _GoBack]


	6.
	A.O.B.
	The Chair thanked U.D. for her work over the last few years and welcomed D.D. as the new Executive Manager responsible for Animal Welfare. 

Members asked for an update on 
· Horse pound
· Meakstown Equine Centre
· A comprehensive report as per previous meetings
	Noted.




Updates will be provided at next meeting. 
Update on Horse pound to be provided to CP by RH

	
	
Next meeting date 30th of April 2025 at 9am
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