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	Animal Welfare Oversight Committee
Minutes of Meeting held on 14th Jan 2026




Members In Attendance: 
Cllr. Deirdre Heney, Chair (DH)
Chief Superintendent John Gordon, An Garda Síochána (JG)
Cllr. Cieran Perry (CP)
Cllr. Donna Cooney (DC)
Cllr John Lyons (JL)
Cllr. Clodagh Ní Mhuirí (CNM)
Cllr. Janice Boylan (JB)
Cllr Alison Silke (AS)
Martina Kenny My Lovely Horse Rescue (MK)




Dublin City Council Representatives
Dave Dinnigan Executive Manger (DD)
Kayanne O’Mahony A/Senior Executive Officer (KOM)
Richie Herlihy, Administrative Officer (RH)
Callum Carroll, A/Staff Officer (CC)



Apologies:
Catherine Lawlor, DAFM (CL)
Cllr. Hazel De Noirtin (HDN)
Cllr. Kourtney Kenny (KK)
Garrett Shine DAFM(GS)
Inspector Peter Woods, DMR Roads Policing (PW)
Sharon Power, Irish Horse Welfare Trust, (SP)
Maeve Furlong, DCC (MF)














	
	
	
Discussion
	Matters Arising / Actions

	1
	Minutes of last meeting (November 2025)
	Minutes Agreed

Meeting Began at 09:30
	N/A

	2
	Guinness Storehouse Horses
	DH:
· Control of Horses query – 40 horses outside of Guinness Storehouse – Disappointed with DCC response; outlined email complaint received from member of the public indicating CCTV footage of horse abuse – Asks for DCC to follow up with Gardaí.
	DC: 
· Committee submission for extra resources.
JG:
· Garda inspections have been carried out on three separate occasions along with regular inspections with no issues (noted garda not trained in animal welfare and may not always know what to look out for).
RH:
Animal Welfare Unit will continue to support Kevin St Garda Station to inspect horses at Guinness Storehouse and other locations



	3.
	Horse & Carriages on Grafton Street

	JB:
· Raised issue with horse and carriages on Grafton Street.
· Asks for meeting to be set up with owners and drivers
	· DH supported and will help organise meetings.


	4.
	Procurement of Horses

Social Media Presents
	CP:
· Raised question on how to procurement for horses could be allowed but not for additional kennels.   






· Outlined social media presence of Animal Welfare not strong enough – “Highlight all the good work being done” – Asks for Animal Welfare to have their own Instagram page.

	RH
· No other contract exists for horse Seizure services. An Article 32 for Dog Shelter Spaces already exists. Procurement Section insists that a formal procurement process is required to replace this arrangement at which point additional kennel space can be considered.
 DD  
· Indicated that DCC could provide financial support for a social media campaign led by Councillors. Animal Welfare Unit should continue to promote national message such as Responsible Dog Ownership, licensing and microchipping.
RH
· Application is being made to Aidan Blighe to allow Animal Welfare Unit to host its own Instagram site separate to the DCC Instagram channel.


	5.




	Darndale Stray Horse Committee 

Current Legislation/Policies
	 AS:
· Good work being done by committee in Darndale.
· Raised question about current legislation/ policies – No national legislation on horse carriages.
	DH: 
· working with minister to accelerate update to current legislation. 
· Will follow up on behalf of the Committee

	6.
	Questions to Ministers
	JL: 
· Following AS issue; what would our demand to the ministers be? Issue began in 2019 but not moving fast enough – Need to put pressure on Civil Service and ministers to arrange a meeting.
JL:
· If no response from ministers – Work on how else to move forward with this issue.

	DC:
· Agreed that AW Oversight Committee should push for meeting with minister about legislation – If possible, to put a plan in place before hand.
AS
· Requested that a sub-committee to be formed for the legislation issue – JL & JB agreed.

	
	Trained Personnel with Garda

New Signage in Darndale

DDH Social Media
	MK:
· Questions raised regarding Garda role – Could trained personnel accompany Garda when conducting inspections. Proposed My Little Horse or Council support.
· In agreement with AS and referred that some horse carriage owners will not go near Guinness Storehouse due to presence of undesirables.
· Possible new signage to be placed around Darndale – Referred to signage in Cherry orchard –
· Commented on how well Dublin Dog Hub rehoming videos have gone and suggested Hollygrove come together with Dog Hub to encourage rehoming of dogs.

	

	
	Managers’ report
	DH:
· Managers’ Report:  
· Follow-up on Dog Breeding Establishment inspections.
· Discussion on Horse Seizure progress.
· Dog Shelter & Horse Seizure Procurement – Update to be provided.

	

	
	Humane Destruction of Dogs
	CNM:
· Raised question of figures of dogs put to sleep – Could they be made clearer i.e. if no dogs are put to sleep in particular places to show that information.
· Asked about procedure for putting dogs to sleep

	· RH described Three Part Procedure: Decisions made by attending Vet, Dog Warden & Kennel Workers.  Can be put to sleep due to medical reasons, behaviour and court orders etc.

	
	Transfer of Charities

DDH Capacity

Out of hours figures
	CP:
· Raised issue of Dog Hub not being used to full capacity of late
· Asked if figures for out of office hotline calls and email could be done for next meeting.
	· Tenders issued to RH for procurement – to be circulated.
· RH response: in December Dog Surrender is suspended. There is currently capacity at both shelters

	
	New Staff Member AWU
	 RH:
· Recruitment of new Assistant Inspectors on going. Interviews to be completed in January. 
· Wardens to be recruited to fill vacancies.

	

	
	
	CP:
· Raised issue on prosecution numbers.
· Asked for figures for Welfare Checks, Inspections and fines to be included. 

	RH : 
· Goal to get to court more often in 2026 for animal welfare cases as well as unpaid fines. 3 Animal Welfare cases are before the courts at present. Process is extremely labour intensive

	
	A.O.B.
	CP
· Progress on distribution of Financial Contributions
· Next meeting to be scheduled. 
· DH – Thanked everyone for attending.
· Meeting ended at 10:30

	RH
· Manager’s order will be produced to ratify those to receive contributions and organisations will be contacted to provide financial details for payment.
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