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	Animal Welfare Oversight Committee
Minutes of Meeting held on 16th July 2025



Conference Room 429 Block 4 Floor 2, Civic Offices and via Teleconferencing (Teams)
9.30a.m. – 10.30a.m. 

Members In Attendance: 
Cllr. Deirdre Heney, Chair (DH)
Chief Superintendent John Gordon, An Garda Síochána (JG)
Cllr. Cieran Perry (CP)
Cllr. Kourtney Kenny (KK)
Cllr. Clodagh Ní Mhuirí (CNM)
Cllr. Donna Cooney (DC)
Cllr John Lyons (JL)
Cllr Kourtney Kenny (KK)
Martina Kenny (MK) (My Lovely Horse Rescue)
Sharon Power (SP) (Irish Horse Welfare Trust)


Dublin City Council Representatives
Kayanne O’Mahony A/Senior Executive Officer (KOM)
Richie Herlihy, Administrative Officer (RH)
Maeve Furlong, Animal Welfare Inspector (MF)

Apologies:
Catherine Lawlor, DAFM  (CL)

	
	
	
Discussion
	Matters Arising / Actions

	1
	
	CP stated that that Oversight Committee members should be given details of plans to provide alternatives to current Horse Seizure Contract and any issues relating to violent threat towards staff
	RH – Any details will be included in the Manager’s Report in future

	2
	Minutes of last meeting (April 2025)
	CP provided further clarification of requirements for details of dogs put to sleep in DCC Care. 

MK requested where dogs are held to be included


 
	Future reports will contain details reasons for all PTS cases
Breakdown of where dogs are sheltered will be included in Manager’s Report


Minutes Agreed

	3.
	Oversight Committee New members.




	DH welcomed Sharon Power (IHWT) to the committee. Dr Garrett Shine was not present. 


	 DH to contact Dr Shine before next meeting to discuss work of the committee. 

	4.
	Manager’s Report
	M.F. and MK explained new appeal amendment to the XL Bully S.I.

RH and KOM to meet with Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine following transfer of responsibility for dogs from Department of Rural and Community Development. 

	 


RH to report on outcome at next OC

	5.
	Recruitment & Departmental Funding
	KOM to check with Parks Division for further information of numbers of Warden staff required to cover weekend hours. 

DH voiced concerns over Community events taking up Warden hours at weekends

CP asked on progress with social media advertising of the dog shelters.
RH reported that DCC are rolling out software to assist with social media engagement. New Website is progressing well and Animal Welfare profile is improved

AW team will not be attending next Smithfield Horse Protest for staff safety reasons. CP stated that this situation was not acceptable. 
DH asked for further Garda assistance. 
JG explained that the Bridewell garda station are providing resources to manage the protest. 
MF explained that issues of staff intimidation exist outside of on duty hours. 

JG also explained the process with the how Horse and Carriage cases are processed. 

DC requested that horses be precluded from entering Parliament Street once it is pedestrianised.

	KPOM to contact Parks Admin







RH to continue working with Transformation Unit

















JG to discuss with colleagues


RH will contact Traffic Division to confirm plans for pedestrianized street

	6.
	Horse Pound
	Discussion of Horse pound activities. 
MK and SP stated that better regulation of Horse pound was required at departmental level. 



MK and SP confirmed the availability of training for An Garda Síochána and Animal Welfare staff on horse handling. 
	RH and KOM to discuss with DAFM. 

RH to produce list of Lot 6 Authorities for DH

	7.
	A.O.B.
	N/A
	

	
	
Next meeting to be scheduled. 
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