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	Animal Welfare Oversight Committee
Minutes of Meeting held on 30th April 2025



Conference Room 112 Block 2 Floor 3, Civic Offices and via Teleconferencing (Teams)
9.00 am – 9.45am

Members In Attendance: 
Cllr. Deirdre Heney, Chair (DH)
Chief Superintendent John Gordon, An Garda Síochána (JG)
Cllr. Cieran Perry (CP)
Cllr. Kourtney Kenny (KK)
Cllr. Clodagh Ní Mhuirí (CNM)
Cllr. Janice Boylan (JB)
Martina Kenny (MK) (My Lovely Horse Rescue)

Dublin City Council Representatives
Dave Dinnigan, Executive Manager (DD)
Richie Herlihy, Administrative Officer (RH)
Maeve Furlong, Animal Welfare Inspector (MF)
Ruth Quinn, Staff Officer (RQ)

Apologies:
Kayanne O’Mahony A/Senior Executive Manager (KOM)

	
	
	
Discussion
	Matters Arising / Actions

	1
	Minutes of last meeting (26/03/25)
	R.H advised that three invites had been sent in relation to the committee membership but was waiting on replies. 

Discussion around the euthanasian of dogs, and what the breakdown between Court orders and welfare concerns were. 

R.H gave an update on the horse pound and that we currently waiting on an update from Procurement Management Team.  

Tender for Veterinary Services:
Contracts have gone out and we should have a reply in a few weeks. 

XL Bully type dog exemption certificates: Approx 400 applications received and approx. 200 exemption certs have been issued.
Currently no update on the requirement for an appeal process. 
	Minutes agreed.



Reports will include this breakdown in future. 

We currently seek assistance from other agencies e.g. DSPCA.


Noted.




Noted.

	2.
	Meakstown Equine Centre
	This case is due in court on the 4th of May . DCC are not required to attend this case as it relates to the contractor at the time. 


	D.H will meet with D.D to discuss the background and current situation.

M.F to arrange with J.G. to carry out a check on the equine centre. 

	3.
	Multi-agency Checkpoints
	M.F. advised that there have been five checkpoints held this year so far.

These included checks on welfare, licences, social welfare issues and were assisted by An Garda Síochána. Two arrests were made, one for being under the influence and one in relation to the welfare of the animal.
	 D.H. thanked An Garda Síochána and the Animal Welfare team for the work being done. 

	4.
	Municipal Dog Shelter
	R.H. showed a map of the new proposed dog shelter in Meakstown and gave an overview of how it will be laid out. 

	Noted


	5.
	Working hours
	A seven-day roster was trialled from 1st of January 2025 to the end of April. It was found that capacity to cover core hours from Monday to Friday was suffering due to lack of resources. The Trade Unions has also voiced concern regarding rest periods.  
	R.H. To review with Human Resources. Weekend Operation will return to phone services only in the meantime. 


	6.
	A.O.B.
	N/A
	

	
	
Next meeting date Wednesday 16th of July at 9.15am
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