Delivering Public Realm for Dublin City
Enhancing Streets, Spaces, and Sustainability for All






Image displayed: The cover page of the brochure shows a photo of Chatham Street, which has granite paving, modern wooden benches with curved concrete bases, and small landscaped areas containing shrubs and young trees, which have a kerb upstand surround. In the background, there is a bright red pub with black awnings and several people walking or sitting, giving the street a lively and welcoming atmosphere.





Our Commitment to a Connected, Inclusive, Greener Dublin
Dublin City Council is reshaping the city’s public realm with a focus on walkability, sustainability, accessibility, and heritage. Through collaboration with designers, communities and businesses, we are turning streets into places for people. This brochure showcases some flagship projects in the heart of the city that reflect our ambition and dedication to place-making

Image displayed: The image shows Clarendon St footpath with a row of young green trees planted near the kerb line. The trees have lush foliage with modern buildings in the background. The scene appears clean and urban, with a person walking in the distance.

[bookmark: _Hlk216952563]

Public Realm Vision & Goals
We are not just improving streets; we are building community and resilience into the heart of the city
Universal Access & Social Inclusion Streets designed for everyone to enjoy - through thoughtful, barrier-free design
Promoting Economic Growth Well-designed streets and public spaces attract people, encourage local spending, support small businesses, and create conditions where the local economy can flourish
Sustainability & Climate Action Climate resilience measures including SuDS, greening & biodiversity. Prioritising waste reduction, recycling and responsible material use throughout the construction process
Innovation & Engineering Excellence Blending modern urban engineering with Dublin’s historic streetscape, to preserve and enhance the fabric of the city
Dwell, Quiet & Social Zones Spaces that support mental well-being, cultural exchange, and socio-economic vitality. Supporting the UN Sustainable Development Goals, including

Sustainable development goals 
SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being): Prioritizing accessible healthcare, green spaces, clean air, and active transportation to promote healthier lifestyles in public spaces.

The icon displayed: The image is a green square with the number 3 in white at the top left. Next to the number, there is text that reads “GOOD HEALTH AND WELL-BEING” in white capital letters. Below the text, there is a white graphic of a heartbeat line ending in a heart shape, symbolizing health

SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities) :Well-designed public realm fosters inclusive, safe, and resilient communities by integrating affordable housing, efficient transit, and public amenities.

The icon displayed: The image is a square with an orange background. At the top left, the number 11 is written in white, and next to it, the text says “SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND COMMUNITIES” in white capital letters. Below the text, there are white icons of different building shapes, including a house, a tall rectangular building with windows, and two other geometric buildings, representing urban structures.
SDG 13 (Climate Action) :Cities must design public infrastructure that reduces emissions, enhances climate resilience, and supports sustainable mobility and energy use.

The icon displayed has a dark green background. At the top left, the number 13 is written in white, and next to it, the text says “CLIMATE ACTION” in white capital letters. Below the text, there is a white eye-shaped symbol with an illustration of the Earth inside it, showing continents in green.
SDG 15 (Life on Land): Urban planning should conserve green areas, integrate biodiversity into cityscapes, and prevent urban sprawl from degrading natural ecosystems.

The icon displayed has a green background. At the top left, the number 15 is written in white, and next to it, the text says “LIFE ON LAND” in white capital letters. Below the text, there is a white graphic showing a tree with a trunk and rounded top, two horizontal lines beneath it representing land, and three birds flying to the right of the tree.

The image displayed at the bottom of the page: The image shows a row of four green trees along a city street, with benches and trash bins placed beneath them, creating a welcoming public space. The background is a light sketch of building facades, and in the top right corner, there is a green icon with the text “15 Life on Land,” representing the UN Sustainable Development Goal for protecting ecosystems. The overall theme emphasizes urban greenery and sustainability.












Chatham St, Clarendon St & Environs 
A new rhythm for historic streets
These landmark projects have revitalised the area to the west of Grafton St, an area steeped in retail heritage, delivering on the ambition to create spaces that are safer, greener, and more inclusive, while preserving their rich character and supporting the local economy. Creating a network of attractive streets and spaces where pedestrians can walk with ease and enjoy a range of planned and unplanned activities, with opportunities to linger and celebrate the unique charm of Dublin’s streets.

The image displayed: This is a view of Chatham Street, which is a pedestrian-friendly urban area. The street is lined with modern and older brick buildings, and there are green trees planted along the sidewalk with protective posts around them. People are walking and sitting on benches, and the street is paved with granite setts. In the background, a prominent red brick building stands out, and the sky is bright blue with scattered white clouds.

Second image displayed: This is another view of Chatham Street. The image shows a quiet street lined with buildings on both sides. On the left, there are red brick buildings, and on the right, there is a white and grey building with decorative details and a black gate. Young trees with yellowish leaves are planted along the footpath. The road surface has a beige surface, and the footpaths are paved with granite paving slabs. There are no people visible in this view.






Revitalising historic streets with thoughtful design and lasting purpose
 The project area included Chatham St, Balfe St, Harry St, Chatham Lane, Clarendon St and Clarendon Row, and spanned over 6,300sqm. Designed and delivered in-house by DCC’s City Architects and Road Design & Construction Divisions, in partnership with DCC’s Landscape Architects, the elegant design was developed with a holistic vision for the area, resulting in a cohesive unified streetscape that complements the surrounding characterful buildings.
Image displayed: This is another view of Chatham Street. The image shows a paved pedestrian area with light grey  granite paving. In the foreground, there are rectangular planters with green shrubs and young trees that have protective wooden wraps around their trunks and a kerb upstand surround. There are also modern curved wooden benches attached to the planters. In the background, there is a bright red building with black awnings and gold lettering on the sign, and a few people are sitting on a bench outside while others walk along the street. The overall setting looks lively and urban.
Caricature displayed: The caricature shows a cartoon image of two adult figures and one child. One adult is wearing a white top with wide green trousers, while the other adult has a white top with orange pants and is holding the child’s hand; the child is dressed in a bright yellow outfit, creating a lively and friendly family scene.









This renewed public realm has become a vibrant, more liveable and welcoming pedestrian friendly space next to Dublin’s retail core
Key enhancements:
 • Fully repaved with high-quality granite surface 
• 23 new semi-mature trees with SuDS interventions on Chatham St
 • Bespoke high quality public seating 
• New public lighting system & watermain upgrades 
• Widened footpaths for improved accessibility
Images displayed:
Image 1: On Chatham Street, a modern wooden bench with a curved concrete base sits beside a slim tree with golden leaves. Behind it is a white shopfront with large glass windows, creating a clean and elegant streetscape.
Image 2: This Chatham Street bench is made of smooth wooden slats arranged in a curved design, supported by a sturdy concrete base. It features a sleek metal armrest integrated into the seating for comfort and accessibility.
Image 3:On Chatham Street, the photo shows a section of a granite paving with a flush rectangular glass block cellar roof light, which has a restored metal frame.















Temple Bar Square
 A new chapter for Dublin’s cultural heart
 Dublin City Council has reimagined Temple Bar Square and its surrounding streets to create a safer, more accessible and inclusive public space in one of the most iconic and visited areas of the city. The project enhances the quality, heritage and liveability of Dublin’s Cultural Quarter for residents, visitors, and businesses alike.

Image 1:Temple Bar Square features a lively outdoor market with white canopy stalls, people browsing and sitting on curved stone benches, and a young tree in the centre of the paved area. Surrounding the square are modern and historic buildings, with flags and bright signage adding colour under a blue sky with scattered clouds.

A caricature displayed: shows a stylized illustration of two people in an urban setting, representing street life and travel. One figure, with long orange hair, wears a green top and beige pants while pulling an orange suitcase. The other figure has short dark hair, dressed in white pants and a purple jacket, and is holding a mobile phone above the head, appearing to take a selfie. The design uses clean lines and solid colours, creating a casual and lively atmosphere.


















The newly enhanced Temple Bar Square is more than a space: it’s a stage for daily life, cultural expression, and future gatherings in the heart of Dublin. 
From car park to cultural landmark
 Once a surface car park, Temple Bar Square was transformed in the 1990s into a dynamic urban space at the heart of Dublin’s revitalised Cultural Quarter. Today, the area is home to around 2,000 residents and sees up to 22 million visitors annually, with pedestrian volumes of 60,000 people per day. The Public Realm Improvement Scheme builds on this legacy: elevating the public experience, improving accessibility, and reinforcing Temple Bar’s identity as both a cultural destination and a functioning neighbourhood

Key enhancements 
• Fully repaved with high-quality granite surface 
• 4 new trees 
• Comfortable public seating on three sides of the square 
• Art installation to reflect the cultural identity of Temple Bar
 • Enhanced lighting system for both function and atmosphere, energy efficient 
• Traditional cobbled carriageways restored 
• Granite footpaths throughout 
• Widened footpaths and removal of steps to improve accessibility

Image displayed: Shows the artistic paving tile design, which features overlapping geometric shapes in muted tones of green, orange, beige, and grey, creating a layered, artistic image of a sleeping dog. 








Liffey Street
Reconnecting Dublin’s river, retail & heritage
Dublin City Council has delivered a transformative public realm project on Liffey Street: one of Dublin’s most important north-south pedestrian links, bridging the iconic Ha’penny Bridge and the bustling Henry Street shopping district. The scheme reimagines Liffey Street as both a vital connection and a destination, creating a welcoming, accessible, and resilient urban street environment in the heart of the city centre. A historic gateway, renewed Liffey Street Upper and Lower span from Henry Street to the Liffey Quays, passing through a vibrant, historic streetscape that includes the Woollen Mills, Merchants Arch, and the famous Ha’penny Bridge. Though relatively modest in size, the street boasts a rich architectural and cultural legacy, recognised in numerous sites of regional importance in the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage. The street’s renewed identity honours the legacy of Dublin’s riverfront and merchant.

A historic gateway, renewed
Liffey Street Upper and Lower span from Henry Street to the Liffey Quays, passing through a vibrant, historic streetscape that includes the Woollen Mills, Merchants Arch, and the famous Ha’penny Bridge. Though relatively modest in size, the street boasts a rich architectural and cultural legacy, recognised in numerous sites of regional importance in the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage. The street’s renewed identity honours the legacy of Dublin’s riverfront and merchant past while creating a safe, green and inviting place for walking, cycling, and lingering.

Image displayed: Liffey Street features a freshly paved pedestrian walkway with dark grey paving in the carriageway, lined by landscaped planters with greenery and large boulders. Decorative arching street lights and modern bollards frame the street, while colourful shopfronts and people walking create a vibrant urban scene.







A more inclusive, sustainable and attractive street
· Widened and repaved footpaths in high-quality granite 
· Raised junctions and traffic calming measures 
· A new pedestrian plaza south of Strand Street on Liffey Street Lower 
· Improved safety for vulnerable users
· New watermains, public lighting and utility infrastructure 
· Semi-mature street trees and landscaping throughout the scheme
· Elegant street furniture including benches, bollards, bike stands and bins 
· Enhanced design continuity with adjacent ACAs (Architectural Conservation Areas)

The image displayed: Liffey Street is shown with a wide pedestrian walkway paved in a mix of light and dark grey paving, creating a patterned surface. On one side, landscaped planters with greenery and young trees run alongside modern buildings with red brick facades, while people walk and sit, adding life to the scene.

The Liffey Street project delivers a safer, greener and more connected city centre street. Whether crossing from Temple Bar to Henry Street or enjoying the new plaza space by the River Liffey, residents and visitors now experience a transformed urban environment: designed for people, inspired by heritage, and built for the future. 









Francis Street
Revitalising a historic corridor
 Dublin City Council has delivered a major transformation of Francis Street: one of the south inner city’s most historic and culturally significant streets. This revitalisation project, located in the heart of The Liberties, enhances the pedestrian environment, supports sustainable transport, and celebrates the area’s long-standing reputation for arts, antiques, and community spirit.

 Spanning from Thomas Street to Dean Street, Francis Street is now greener, safer, and more accessible, with improved public spaces that support local life and honour the street’s unique heritage.

 Through thoughtful design and collaboration, the street has been transformed to better support residents, businesses, and visitors while contributing to the broader regeneration of The Liberties

Image Displayed: A horse-drawn carriage is passing in front of the historic St. Nicholas of Myra Church on Francis Street. The church features a classical façade with tall columns and a green-domed bell tower, creating a striking backdrop against the bright blue sky.












A Street renewed
Recognition & community impact 
The Francis Street Environmental Improvement Scheme has been widely praised for its design excellence and community value: 
• ULI Excellence in Place-Making Awards 2022: Highly Commended 
• Public Satisfaction: 84% 
• Business Satisfaction: 89%

 Key improvements 
The project introduced a wide range of enhancements that elevate Francis Street’s character and functionality:
 • Widened footpaths to create a more walkable, welcoming street 
• Realigned carriageway and raised junctions to calm traffic 
• On-street parking reconfigured via kerb buildouts to improve sightlines and safety 
• Upgraded cycling facilities including contra-flow lanes 
• Enhanced connectivity for active travel across the Liberties 
• 19 new trees planted
 • Improved planting and biodiversity features
 • New street lighting and high-quality street furniture 
• Benches, bike stands, and resting areas for public use 

The revitalised street now offers a safer, more vibrant environment that supports local businesses, encourages walking and cycling, and strengthens the identity of The Liberties as a destination of cultural and historic richness

A caricature in the top right corner shows four simplified figures in bright colours, two walking with backpacks and two joyfully jumping with arms raised. Their lively poses and casual style suggest energy, movement, and social interaction, symbolizing the vibrancy and dynamic nature of city life.
The caricature in the bottom left corner shows five simplified figures in an urban setting. On the left, one person walks with a briefcase, while another stands casually in the centre. On the right, a small group includes two adults and a child walking together, suggesting everyday city life and the vibrancy of social interaction.

A legacy for The Liberties
 Francis Street now serves as a model for how Dublin’s historic streets can evolve: sustainably and sensitively into more inclusive and dynamic urban spaces. By honouring the past while preparing for the future, this project reflects Dublin City Council’s commitment to delivering a resilient and high-quality public realm for all.

Image displayed: Francis Street features wide, light-coloured paving with large black planters filled with greenery, creating a modern and inviting streetscape. Two people are walking along the path in front of historic brick and stone buildings with arched windows, blending heritage architecture with contemporary design.
























A city designed for people
These schemes are just a snapshot of public realm improvement in the city, with many other projects under development. Each scheme makes Dublin more connected, inclusive, and sustainable. As we continue this work, we are committed to listening, adapting, and building a capital city that works for everyone

The image displayed shows a section of Francis Street redesigned for pedestrians, with wide, smooth paving and a landscaped planter in the foreground filled with green grasses, purple flowers, and a young tree rising from the centre. Behind the planter, a modern wooden bench faces the street, while rows of brick and stone buildings with large windows line the background, creating a blend of historic and contemporary architecture in a calm urban setting.

The caricature at bottom shows six simplified figures standing or walking along a paved path, with a green strip at the bottom of the image. Each figure is illustrated in a minimal, colourful style. From left to right:
· The first figure appears to be holding a phone or small object while carrying a backpack.
· The second figure stands casually with a backpack.
· The third figure is walking a small dog on a leash.
· The fourth figure is wearing a dress and holding a bag.
· The fifth figure is walking with a bag slung over the shoulder.
· The sixth figure stands with hands in pockets, wearing a loose top and shorts.
The background includes a real photo of a sidewalk and greenery, blending illustration with reality. This scene represents everyday urban life, highlighting walking, social interaction, and leisure activities in a vibrant city environment.


WHAT’S NEXT:
· Reimagining our historic streets and squares, preserving the cities heritage while adapting these spaces for modern urban life
· Continued focus on green infrastructure, safety, and placemaking
·  Integration with active travel and public transport plan


For more information visit www.dublincity.ie


image displayed: This is not a real photograph but a stylized line illustration representing iconic elements of Dublin city. It features the Spire on the left, a bridge structure, and the Poolbeg chimneys, followed by a grand neoclassical building resembling City Hall or a major civic landmark. Next to it are Georgian-style buildings and, on the far right, a modern curved structure that looks like the Samuel Beckett Bridge or part of the Aviva Stadium, symbolizing the mix of historic and contemporary architecture in Dublin.



End of Brochure.

