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	Animal Welfare Oversight Committee
Minutes of Meeting held on 30th March 2026




Members In Attendance: 
Cllr. Deirdre Heney, Chair (DH)
Chief Superintendent John Gordon, An Garda Síochána (JG)
Cllr. Cieran Perry (CP)
Cllr. Donna Cooney (DC)
Cllr. Clodagh Ní Mhuirí (CNM)
Catherine Lawlor, DAFM (CL)
Sharon Power, Irish Horse Welfare Trust, (SP)
Martina Kenny My Lovely Horse Rescue (MK)




Dublin City Council Representatives
Dave Dinnigan Executive Manger (DD)
Kayanne O’Mahony A/Senior Executive Officer (KOM)
Richie Herlihy, Administrative Officer (RH)
Callum Carroll, Assistant Staff Officer (CC)
Maeve Furlong, Animal Welfare Inspector (MF)



Apologies:
Cllr. Hazel De Noirtin (HDN)
Cllr. Kourtney Kenny (KK)
Cllr. John Lyons
Cllr. Janice Boylan
Cllr. Alison Silke
Garrett Shine DAFM(GS)
Inspector Peter Woods, DMR Roads Policing (PW)














	
	
	
Discussion
	Matters Arising / Actions

	1
	Minutes of last meeting (January 2026)
	Minutes Discussed.


Minutes agreed.



	C.P:
· Noted he had mentioned ‘Dog of the Week’ and not Instagram page.
· Also noted we had mentioned tracking of overall calls and not only out of office calls. – R.H: Response – Not within budget to implement a call logging system. Manually noting calls would create a substantial overhead on an understaffed back office. It may be possible to revisit once team vacancies are filled. 

	2
	Social media
	DC:
· Requested some Animal Welfare graphics be added to Dublin City Council Instagram page – Also asked to bring in a communication strategy.
MK:
· Requested ‘Dog of the week’ be update more frequently.
· Requested Animal Welfare Unit roles be more shown on social media
	DD:
· Open to a communication strategy and noted would agree for funding between 5-10k.

RH:
· Agreed with updating ‘Dog of the Week’ more frequently.

	3.
	Minister Meeting

	DH:
· Noted she had contacted the minister’s representatives in relation to the horse carriage legislation – was supported by C.P in meeting Conor Gallagher – meeting was positive – agreed to seek legal advice and revert back.
	N/A

	4.
	Councillor involvement in Animal Welfare Activities 
	CNM:
· Ask about councillor involvement when it comes to animal welfare activities around Dublin.
	MF:
· Responded that all activities are spread across all social media outlets
RH:
· Responded that the unit only take part in the activities and do not run the activities but suggested sharing the calendar events with the committee. Details of events can be shared once the various community groups have made a list of events available. 

	5.




	IT Systems
	 CP:
· Welcomed prospect of IT System to have a better understanding of day to day.
	N/A

	6.
	Staffing
	DH:
· Reviewed current staffing levels
RH:
· Reported high interested in  current advertised warden roles .
CP:
· Ask for staff breakdown
	RH:
· Response to CP currently three wardens, two assistant inspectors (one of which was a warden), two assistant staff officers for admin and a clerical officer for admin.
· Two vacancies should be filled immediately from this recruitment process and intention is to form a panel to cover any vacancies of over the lifetime of the panel. 

	
	Dog Shelter Update
	DH:
· Status of procurements for Horse and Dog Shelters and services.
· Meakstown Update
	RH:
· Progress is slow but cautious approach is warranted.  Requests for tender are being issued. Focus on procurement of Dog and Horse Shelter and ancillary services.
· Response: No further update on DCC owned shelter – plans brought last year.

	
	Selling of Horses
	MK:
· Raised concern of the selling of horses to ‘younger’ people. 
· Suggested placing new signage up to help prevent ongoing selling concerns.
	N/A

	
	Housing Issues 
	DH:
· Raised concern of anti-social behaviour on DCC owned properties regarding dogs and horses.
	KOM:
· Responded to DH: Keeping horses on DCC properties would be in breach of their tenancy agreement
RH:
· Agreed - Suggested restricted dog breed list be updated on tenancy agreements.
DD:
· Agreed with RH and suggested both housing dept and animal welfare work together for this.

	
	Control of Horses
	MK:
· Suggested more signage in parks.
DD:
· Potential for additional road check once service is in place to remove horses if required.
DC:
· Noted not all owners have ill intentions they are just not informed enough – Noted My Lovely Horse have done well with educating the public.
	DD:
· Responded to MK: This would fall under Parks Dept - Asked who the new signage should target.

KOM:
· Response to DC: Noted there have been educational pieces have been done in Darndale/Cherry Orchard.

	
	A.O.B.
	CP:
· Ask if prosecution updates be included in managers’ report.


CL:
· Noted EU trace ability will be in by July – national database for dogs and cats.
MF:
· Mentioned AWU do on occasion help Kildare Wildlife when needed.
DH:
· Will liaise with CC and on future meetings.

	RH:
· Response to CP: Agreed and mentioned there is currently one case in court for neglect. The Manager’s report will include any cases that have concluded. 
CP:
· Response to CL: Ask if they could send on a brief of the new legislation.

DH:
· Noted this is not our responsibility but positive feedback.
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